Iran ready to sign non-aggression pact 

DOHA (AFP) — A senior Iranian official has announced for the 
first time Iran's willingness to sign a non-aggression treaty with all 
Gulf Arab states in a statement published by a Qatari daily on 
Saturday. “We are ready to sign a non-aggression treaty with all 
the countries of the Gulf to boost security in the region," Hussein 
Sheikhoiesiam, deputy foreign minister for Africa and the Middle 
East, told the daily AJ Raya. 'The treaty must also stipulate that 
the countries of the region do not support any aggression carried 
out by one state against another," he added . But he acknowledged 
the existence of “some problems with certain countries'' within the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) stressing that “Iran's relations 
with Qatar, Kuwait and Oman are good." Iran is currently in 
dispute with the United Arab Emirates (UAE) over three islands 
in the mouth of the Hormuz Straits which Iran has occupied. At a 
recent summit the six countries of the GCC. Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, the UAE. Oman. Qatar and Bahrain, backed the UAE's 
call for the dispute to be settled by international arbitration. 
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Vatican foreign minister visits Israel 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Vatican Foreign Minister Jean-Louis Taman 
arrived Saturday on the highest-level visit by a Holy See official 
since it established formal ties with brad nearly two years ago. 
During his four-day visit, the papal envoy is scheduled to meet 
Monday with Prime Minister Shimon Peres and President Ezcr 
Weizman. a member of his delegation told AFP. The visit has 
attracted special attention after Pope John Paul II was quoted as 
saying Thursday that he recognised Jerusalem as the capital of 
Israel. Leah Rabin, the widow of the slain Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, said after an audience with the Pope at the Vatican 
Thursday that he had told her Jerusalem had u a double rote: a 
capital of Israel and the capital of the three faiths," Judaism, Islam 
and Christianity. Israeli radio reported* that Vatican officials later 
played down the Pope's remarks, insisting that official Vatican 
policy does not recognise Jerusalem as the capital of Israel (see 
page 2). Mr. Tauran wQI visit Mr. Rabin’s tomb in the Moan! Herzi 
military cemetery in Jerusalem and meet the mayor of the dty, 
Ehud Ohnert. 
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Arab rights groups 
plan network 

CAIRO (AFP) — Thirty- 
three human rights groups 
working in the Middle East 
have agreed to set up a net- 
work to exchange informa- 
tion, the groups said in a 
statement on Saturday. The 
network aims to “enhance 
the capabilities of human 
rights organisations to attain 
and exchange information" 
as well as “promote solidarity 
among the various parties in 
the Arab movement for hu- 
man rights," the statement 
said. Thirty-three rights 
groups met in Cairo to orga- 
nise the network, proposed 
by the Arab Organisation for 
Human Rights, the Arab In- 
stitute for Human Rights and 
the Arab Lawyers’ Union. 

Iraq sells off 
stockpiled goods 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — The 
Iraqi government is selling 
off its stockpiles of electrical 
goods, carpets and clothes to 
the public at knock-down 
prices to offset soaring prices 
and the effect of U.N. sanc- 
tions, officials said Saturday. 
Household appliances, televi- 
sions, refrigerators, air- 
conditioners, tyres, car bat- 
teries, carpets and clothes 
will all go on sale at 10 per 
cent lower than market 
prices, the commerce minis- 
try said. The ministry’s direc- 
tor general said it had been 
ordered to put the goods on 
sale in Baghdad, and other 
areas by the Iraqi cabinet. 

AMU to give Egypt 
observer status 

CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab 
Maghreb Union (AMU) is 
set to award Egypt observer 
status in the organisation at 
its next session, Algerian 
Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Saleh Dembri said on Satur- 
day. “The legal procedures to 

f ve AMU membership to 
gypt as an observer have 
been completed and will be 
put to the AMU leadership 
for approval at their next 
summit," Mr. Dembri told 
the Egyptian government 
daily AJ Abram. Mr. Dembri 
said the session was to be 
held in Algiers in late Febru- 
ary or early March after the 
Holy Month of Ramadan, 
which ends Feb. 20. Cairo 
asked two years ago to be an 
observer in the organisation. 

One dead in 
Spanish store blasts 

VALENCE (AFP) — At 
least one person was killed 
and four injured Saturday 
when a number of devices 
exploded in a department 
store in this southeastern 
Spanish city, local officials 
said. Two incendiary devices 
exploded early in the after- 
noon in the toilets of the 
large department store, then 
another small device ex- 
ploded in the store's car park, 
an official said. Slightly later, 
a fourth device exploded in a 
cafe on the sixth floor that 
was full of customers. Two 
Basque radio stations had 
contacted police earlier 
Saturday after receiving 
anonymous telephone warn- 
ings from a caller claiming to 
represent the Basque separ- 
atist organisation ETA. 

Tantawl calls for 
talks on terrorism 

CAIRO (AFP) — One of the 
spiritual leaders of Egypt's 
Muslims has called for a sum- 
mit of Islamic scholars and 
the theologians to discuss ter- 
rorism in an article published 
Saturday in the government 
daily Ai Akhbar. Egypt’s 
mufti. Sheikh Mohammad 
Sayed Tantawi, said he 
“openly encourages the hold- 
ing of this conference to high- 
light Islam's point of view on 
terrorist acts.” He pointed to 
the November suicide bomb- 
ing of Egypt’s embassy in 
Pakistan which killed 17 peo- 
ple. saying its authors had 
“put themselves outside Isla- 
mic Shaira law because Islam 
forbids all such criminal 
acts." The Islamabad bomb- 
ing led to calls for a confer- 
ence of "ulema" or religious 
scholars after investigators 
suspected Egyptian or other 
militants living in Pakistan of 
being behind the attack. 


Syria-Israel talks 
resume on Dec. 27 

Venue will be near Washington, Christopher 
announces after Syria, Jordan and Israel trips 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
with agency despatches 

ISRAEL AND SYRIA will 
resume their Iand-for-peace 
negotiations near Washing- 
ton on Dec. 27, Secretary of 
State Wareen Christopher 
said in Jerusalem on Satur- 
day. 

He said the first round of 
talks will last three days, re- 
cess for a week and then 
resume the first week in 
January for another three 
days. And then. Mr. Christ- 
opher said, he would return 
to the Middle East to discuss 
the results with Prime Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres and Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad. 

“Clearly, we are entering a 
new phase of negotiations." 
he said. “Conducting the 
negotiations in a site near 
Washington will intensify the 
discussions.” 

Mr. Christopher offered 
the foil support of the United 
States to conclude a peace 
treaty. It would be based on 
Israel relinquishing land in 


exchange for Syrian diploma- 
tic recognition. 

“I am very pleased to 
announce that negotiations 
are going to resume to deal 
with all tiie issues relevant to 
Israeli-Syrian peace," Mr. 
Christopher said in a state- 
ment released after he met 
with Mr. Peres. 

Mr. Christopher, who met 
in Damascus Friday with 
President Assad before 
travelling to Israel, said his 
statement was issued on be- 
half of U.S. President Bill r 
Ginton, Mr. Assad and Mr. 
Peres. 

“Syria and Israel will have 
the foil support of the .United 
States as we launch this more 
intensive and concentrated 
effort to reach a just and 
comprehensive peace for the 
region,” he said. 

"This reflects the very 
clear desire I have heard 
from both President Assad 
and Prime Minister Peres to 
press forward and make 
progress as rapidly as possi- 
ble, he said. 

Earlier on Saturday, Mr. 


Christopher held talks with 
His Majesty King Hussein at 
Aqaba. 

Mr. Christopher later paid 
a similar call on Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat in 
Jericho before returning to 
Israel. 

On Friday, Mr. Christ- 
opher reported "substantial 
progress" towards reopening 
peace talks between Israel 
and Syria as the two sides 
swapped proposals for nego- 
tiating a land-for-peace deal. 

Mr. Peres signalled in 
Washington this week he 
would yield all of the land 
from which Israel monitors 
Syrian military moves and 
keeps a protective eye on 
northern Israeli towns for the 
right peace terms. 

That would satisfy the de- 
mand President Assad has 
been making. 

But Mr. Assad, in a four- 
hour meeting with Mr. 
Christopher on Friday, did 
not immediately agree to 
reopen talks. Instead, he sent 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel army quits Kalkiliya 
amid Palestinian applause 


KALKILYA (AFP) — 
Israeli troops withdrew from 
the West Bank town of Kal- 
kilya on Saturday ending 28 
years of occupation and 
bringing Palestinian self-rule 
to the outskirts of Tel Aviv. 

Five military jeeps left the 
Israeli army base at the cen- 
tre of the town of 40,000 
residents, as part of accords 
extending Palestinian auton- 
omy across the West Bank. 

Some 450 Palestinian 
police arrived from the 
autonomous enclave of 
Jericho and tried to keep 
thousands of cheering resi- 
dents away from the depart- 
ing troops, who left a day 
ahead of schedule. 

“This is the moment we 
have been waiting for 28 
years." said Palestinian 
policeman Amad Hazzar, 
head of preventative security 
for the town. 

Israeli troops had been 
scheduled to leave Kaikilya 
on Sunday. It is the fourth 
Palestinian town on the West 
Bank to achieve autonomy 
under the Sept. 28 accord to 
extend self-rule. 

It follows the withdrawal 
that began in November from 


Jenin and Tulkarm, while 
Nablus was handed over to 
Palestinian control in the 
week. Autonomy was laun- 
ched in Jericho, along with 
the Gaza Strip, in May 1994. 

Black, green, white and 
red Palestinian flags, along 
with portraits of Palesrinian- 
ieader Yasser Arafat, deco- 
rated the streets of Kaikilya. 

Residents in the town, 
which is only 15 kilometres 
from the centre of Tel Aviv, 
erupted with happiness 
cheering and enthusiastically 
honking their car horns. 

* Police toured the town in 
their vehicles, followed by 
women and children applaud- 
ing and praising Mr. Arafat, 
while young people danced 
and Sang accompanied by 
tambourines. 

But unlike in some of the 
other towns no celebratory 
shots were fired in the air, 
and no stones were thrown at 
the departing troops. 

“I wish you good luck and I 
hope you will control the 
town well," said Israeli 
general Gaby Ofir, a West 
Bank military commander, as 
he left the town. 

“Everything has gone very 


well," said Palestinian 
Genera] Musa Jadallah. chief 
of police in Kaikilya. 

“It’s like a Palestinian mar- 
riage, the return of the town 
under the control of the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity," the general said. “We 
are advancing towards a 
peace between two peoples." 

"It’s incredible. I can't de- 
scribe what I feel," he said. 

Israeli troops are to also 
withdraw from the West 
Bank towns of Bethlehem 
and Ramallah by the end of 
the year under the accord 
before Palestinian elections 
on January 20. 

Hazzar, now a policeman, 
said he spent 21 years in the 
Israeli prison. 

“I did not spend all those 
years in prison for nothing, 
but for the future of my 
country," he said. 

Gen. Amin Al Hindi, chief 
of Palestinian military intelli- 
gence, said the official trans- 
fer of power ceremony went 
“veiy calmly.” 

"The Israeli troops moved 
up their withdrawal because 
they had finished their prepa- 
rations," he said. “It was not 
because of security reasons.” 


PNA-Hamas dialogue in 
Cairo delayed by 2 days 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Talks 
aimed at finding a comprom- 
ise to allow the militant 
Hamas group to take part in 
the first Palestinian self-rule 
elections next month were 
postponed for two days on 
Saturday, a senior Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) official said. 

Mohammad Sobeih. the 
PLO’s representative to the 
Arab League, said the nego- 
tiations between delegations 
from the Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hannas, and Yas- 
ser Arafat's Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 
due here Saturday, would 
now be held on Monday. 

“For technical reasons, the 
Hamas delegation, which is 
currently in Khartoum, 
should reach Cairo on Sun- 
day night and will start the 
meeting with the Palestinian 
(National) Authority on 
Monday." he said. 

“That will give the Hamas 
delegation rime for more con- 
sultations." he added. The 
delegation was in the 
Sudanese capital to meet the 
hardline group's exiled lead- 
ers. 

The group, which has kil- 
led dozens of Israelis in the 


past two years, has been bit- 
terly opposed to the PLO's 
accords with Israel that have 
allowed autonomy in the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank. 

It has denied that a split 
over the group's stance on 
self-rule has emerged in its 
ranks in the past few weeks 
despite contradictory signals 
from its members inside the 
territories and abroad. 

The 13-strong Hamas de- 
legation. made up of leaders , 
from the West Bank, the 
Gaza Strip and abroad, met 
Sudan’s President Omar A I 
Bashir on Saturday and 
briefed him on the talks, the 
Hamas representative in 
Khartoum, Munir Said. said. 

Mr. Said said the delega- 
tion met Sudan's spiritual 
■ leader. Hassan Al Tourabi, 
on Friday and voiced hope 
that the negotiations would 
produce a formula for recon- 
ciliation between Hamas and 
the self-rule authority. 

Voters from the West 
Bank, including East Jeru- 
salem, and the Gaza Strip 
will elect an 83-member 
autonomy council and the 
president of an executive au- 
thority in the first Palestinian 
elections on Jan. 20. 


Mr. Said told the Associ- 
ated Press in a telephone 
interview that Hamas leaders 
had been unable to agree on 
the election issue in two days 
of talks in Khartoum. 

The meeting brought 
together at least a dozen 
Hamas officials, including 
eight from West Bank ana 
Gaza Strip. 

Egypt's Middle East News 
Agency said that the eight 
were more willing to com- 
promise with Mr. Arafat to 
gain some role in the elec- 
tions. while those outside the 
territories took a harder line. 

Mr. Arafat has said that 
Hamas must promise to halt 
violence if it wants to partici- 
pate in the elections. 

Mr. Said also said Hamas 
leaders would meet PLO offi- 
cials Monday in Cairo even 
though they were divided on 
laying down their arms or 
joining the elections. 

“Our position has not 
changed," he said. “We still 
stand where we have always 
been." 

Mr. Arafat is expected to 
head the PLO side of the 
talks. On Saturday, he met 

(Continued on page 7) 


King calls on Iraqi dissidents to 
get together to save their country 

Future of Iraq is the sole decision of the people of Iraq 



His Majesty King Hussein ,and U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher address a 
press conference after a meeting in Aqaba on Saturday (photo by Yousef Allan) 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

HIS MAJESTY King Hus- 
sein on Saturday called on 
Iraqi opposition groups to 
work together to save Iraq 
from disintegration and end 
the suffering of the Iraqi peo- 
ple. 

King Hussein also said he 
was open to the idea of a 
federation between Jordan 
and Iraq if that would help 
end the political and econo- 
mic isolation of Iraq, but 
stressed that the decision was 
solely up to the Iraqi people. 

The King, addressing a 
joint press conference at 
Aqaba with U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher, 
also blamed the Iraqi regime 
for the suffering of the Iraqis 
and accused Baghdad of de- 
nying them their human 
rights. 

Mr. Christopher, who was 
in Aqaba for three hours on a 
Mideast shuttle aimed at 
reactivating Syrian-Israeli 
peace talks, praised Jordan 
for the interception of an 
Iraq-bound consignment of 
spare parts for missiles in 
violation of the international 
sanctions against that coun- 
try. 

The King reiterated' that he 
had “no personal ambitions 
in Iraq." 

Confirming that Jordanian 


officials had met with Iraqi 
opposition figures in a bid to 
settle their differences and 
bring them together under a 
united umbrella, the King 
said: 

“Much has been said about 
a federation (between Iraq 
and Jordan). What we said in 
meetings with many Iraqis 
throughout this period was 
that as far as I'm concerned, 
a) I have no personal ambi- 
tions ‘in Iraq and b) I am 


calling upon them to come 
together to save Iraq from 
disintegration. 

“As regarding a federa- 
tion, it could be one of the 
ideas they could discuss but it 
is up to them, not to me, and 
when we speak about a fed- 
eration or confederation... 
the U.S. is a good example of 
how people could come 
together." he added. 

However, the objective of 
getting the Iraqi opposition 


groups together, he said, is 
nothing “less than saving the 
unity (and) territorial integri- 
ty” of Iraq. 

“Whatever they agree 
upon is solely up to them to 
decide and we will do what- 
ever we can for the safety, 
territorial integrity and unity 
of Iraq, for its getting out to 
become part of the world and 
part of this region again," 
said the King. 

(Continued mi page 7) 


NATO hits first hurdle in 
Bosnia mission - 


American 
government 
partially 
shut down 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton vowed 
to stand firm 'Saturday in a 
budget showdown that par- 
tially dosed the federal gov- 
ernment, harshly rebuking 
Republican lawmakers be- 
fore a meeting with Demo- 
cratic leadres. 

Mr. Ginton blamed the 
Republicans who control 
Congress for the impasse that 
has idled some 300,000 feder- 
al employees and shut down 
government-run museums 
and a variety of agencies and 
services — the second such 
shutdown in a month. 

“The Congress has failed 
to pass a budget for this next 
year and they have deliber- 
ately done (his to force me to 
accept their long-term agen- 
da of big cuts” in social wel- 
fare, environmental and edu- 
cational spending, Mr. Clin- 
ton said in his weekly radio 
address Saturday. 

“I won’t give in to the 
threat,” Mr. Ginton said. “I 
didn't last time and I can't 
now.” 

Republicans shot back in 
their weekly response that 
Mr. Ginton was not living up 
to his commitment to balance 
the federal budget within 
seven years using “honest" 
economic assumptions. 

"We need good-faith bar- 
gaining from the president,' 
not smoke and mirrors, not 
the rhetoric of fear,” said 
Illinois Governor Jim Edgar, 
who spoke for Republicans. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Ginton 
huddled Saturday with 
Democratic lawmakers, now 
in the minority in Congress 
for the first time in 40 years. 

“We hope that we can get 
back to a constructive dia- 
logue consistent with our 
values and our principles of 
what's good for this coun- 
try," Mr. Clinton told the 
lawmakers. “And that’s what 
we're going to be working on 
today." 

The impasse means that a 
few hundred thousand em- 
ployees were idled and a 
range of government services 
curtailed because legal 
spending authority for sever- 
al federal agencies and de- j 
part merits expired Friday at 
midnight. 

Since the shutdown began 
on a weekend, the bulk of the 
people affected were tourists 
planning to visit federal ; 
museums and monuments, i 


SARAJEVO (R) — NATO 
activated its peacekeeping 
mission in Bosnia on Satur- 
day but the Balkan winter 
frustrated the arrival of 800 
U.S. combat troops 
spearheading Europe's big- 
gest military deployment 
since World War FI- 

Freezing fog and low cloud 
closed the short runway at 
Tuzla airport in northeast 
Bosnia where the first active 
■units were due from Aviano 
in Italy aboard 20 C-130 
transport planes. 

"We will absolutely not be 


•PARIS (AFP) — Hundreds 
of thousands of people staged 
a new day of protest in vir- 
tually every French town on 
Saturday, keeping up the 
pressure on Prime Minisrer 
Alain Juppe ahead of nego- 
tiations next week. 

Meanwhile a return* to 
work on the railways and in 
the Paris mass transit system, 
which began on Friday, re- 
mained fitful, with many ser- 
vices still non-existent. 

The protests seemed set to 
continue after Louis Viannet, 


leaving today,” Captain 
Michael O’GoIlaher said at 
Aviano. “It would be nice if 
we left tomorrow but we have 
no promises.” 

NATO commander Gener- 
al George Joulwan ordered 
the operation to roll at 0130 
GMT after the U.N. Security 
Council formally handed the 
peacekeeping baton in Bos- 
nia to the alliance. 

Some 60,000 troops, back- 
ed by tanks, artillery and 
“robust rules of engagement" 
will crowd into the Balkans to 
enforce a peace which the 


leader of the communist-led 
CGT trade union, called on- 
marchers to back a new coun- 
trywide day of action next 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Viannet made the call 
as protesters from two of the 
three main unions and a 
teachers' union marched 
through the capital, while 
hundreds of thousands rallied 
in provincial cities. 

Police estimated the Paris 
demonstration at around 
40,000, but unions said the 
figure was more than 


weather 

warring sides signed in Paris 
on Thursday to end 3 Vi years 
of combat. 

The retiring U.N. peack- 
eeping mission will hand over 
to the NATO Implementa- 
tion Force (IFOR) on 
Wednesday when the bulk of 
alliance forces are in place 
and its commanders have set 
up their headquarters. The 
foil deployment could take 
two months. 

The American troops 
stranded in Aviano are des- 


300,000. 

The interior ministry said 
that 530,000 people took part 
in 164 demonstrations in pro- 
vincial cities Saturday. 

In the Mediterranean port 
of Marseille, organisers said 
150,000 people demonstrated 
against Juppe’s plan to re- 
form the debt-ridden social 
security system. A few pri- 
vate sector workers, notably 
from helicopter builders 
Eurocopter, joined in. 


(CoBtinned oa page 7) 


Advertisement 

On the occasion of its Thirty Second anniversary, 
Royal Jordanian Airline, has the pleasure to 
announce the introduction of a new service to facil- 
itate the check-in process for passengers. 
Effective December 15th, 1995 passengers travel- 
ling to Amsterdam, New York, Chicago, London 
and Berlin will have the choice of obtaining their 
Boarding ‘Pass as well as paying airport departure 
tax at our sales office located in Housing 
Bank, Commercial Centre. This service will be 
extended to other sales offices at a later stage. 
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Unions keep heat on Juppe; 
return of workers is fitful 





Ekeus report says 
Iraq continuing to 
hide weapons data 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Iraq has recently provided 
new data about its weapons 
programmes but is still con- 
cealing information and mak- 
ing misleading statements, 
the United Nations says. 

“Likewise, information 
which should have been 
volunteered in support of a 
policy of complete trans- 
parency is not provided,’ 1 
according to a report by the 
Special Commission in 
charge of scrapping Bagh- 
dad's weapons of mass des- 
truction. 

The report, submitted to 
Security Council members 
late on Friday, mentions the 
recent seizure by Jordanian 
authorities of missile compo- 
nents destined for Iraq. It 
also gives details of a prog- 
ramme for radiological 
weapons — which scatter 
radioactive material — in- 
tended for use in the Iran- 
Iraq war but, according to 
Iraq, eventually shelved. 

The U.N. commission said 
it “welcomes the repeated 
assurances which it has re- 
ceived from the deputy prime 
minister, Mr. Tareq Aziz... 
regarding Iraq's full coopera- 
tion.” 

But “instances continue to 
be encountered at all levels, 
where full disclosure is not 
made and misleading state- 
ments are put forward,” it 
said. 

“The issue thus remains' 
whether there are two poli- 
cies which are being pursued, 
one calling for full coopera- 
tion and the other for con- 
cealing proscribed activities 
as, long as possible.” 

If Iraq could speedily re- 
solve these problems, the 
commission believed it 
should be possible to clear up 
outstanding issues in the near 
future, said the report, which 
coincides with a visit to New 
York by Mr. Aziz and follows 
a recent visit to Baghdad by 
the commission chairman, 
Rolf Ekeus. 

The U.N. commission 
must be satisfied that all 
Baghdad's nuclear, chemical, 
biological and ballistic missile 
programmes have been des- 
troyed and will not be revived 
before the Security Council 
can consider easing sanc- 
tions, including an oil sales 
ban, imposed after Iraq's 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

The report said “the most 
significant developments” 
had occurred over the past six 
months, especially regarding 
disclosure of Iraq’s pros- 
cribed programmes and its 
attitude toward cooperation 
with the commission. 

This was a reference to a 


mass of new data handed 
over after the defection to 
Jordan in August of 
Lieutenant-General Hussein 
Kamel, a son-in-law of Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein and 
mastermind of Iraqi weapons 
development. Baghdad said 
he had withheld the informa- 
tion even from his own au- 
thorities. 

Referring to reports of 
continuing clandestine activi- 
ties, the U.N. commission 
said it had launched an inves- 
tigation into a “large ship- 
ment of high-grade missile 
components destined for 
Iraq” which the Jordanian 
government recently inter- 
cepted. The United Nations 
wanted to discover the exact 
nature and source of the 
items, the procurement net- 
work used and the Iraqi end- 
user. 

“Iraq has denied that it 
sought to purchase these 
components, although it has 
recently acknowledged some 
of them are currently in 
Iraq,” the report said. 

“There is evidence that this 
acquisition is for long-range 
missiles and thus further indi- 
cates continued activities in 
Iraq in the area of proscribed 
missiles.” 

Iraq recently 'admitted 
that, after the adoption of a 
1991 U.N. resolution calling 
for its disarming, it had con- 
ducted a covert programme 
to develop and produce a 
surface-to-surface missile and 
conducted a number of tests. 

“This missile would be cap- 
able of prohibited ranges," it 
said, referring to a U.N.- 
imposed maximum of about 
ISO titometres, though these activi- 
ties were not .disclosed in 
what Iraq said was its full, 
final and complete missile- 
related disclosures submitted 
last month. 

In late August, Iraq ack- 
nowledged the existence of a 
programme related to 
radiological weapons. 
According to additional in- 
formation provided this 
month, orders were given at 
the end of 1987. to explore 
their possible use for “area 
denial” in the final stages of 
the 1980-88 Xran-Iraq war. 

Three prototype bombs 
were detonated at tests sites 
— one as a ground-level sta- 
tic test and two others drop- 
ped from an aircraft. The 
U.N. report did not give the 
sites' locations. • 

According to Iraq, the re- 
sults were disappointing and 
the project shelved. Bajpulad 
was said to be preparing a 
detailed account for the In- 
ternational Atomic Energy 
Agency. 


Germany cuts down on 
aircraft for Iraq watch 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Germany's intention to cut 
down the number of aircraft 
loaned to the United Nations 
in Iraq would seriously curtail 
arms inspection operations, 
according to a U.N. report 
released over the weekend. 

Germany for almost four 
years had been supplying the 
U.N. Special Commission, in 
charge of ridding Iraq of 
weapons of mass destruction, 
with two Transall transport 
aircraft and three CH-53 heli- 
copters for low altitude in- 
spections. 

In a report to the Security 
Council. Rolf Ekeus, head of 
the commission, said Ger- 
many in the near future 
would supply only one trans- 
port plane and two instead of 
three helicopters for the com- 
mission's use. He said his 
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efforts to get replacements 
h3ve been futile. 

Consequently. Mr. Ekeus 
said his commission and the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), which is in 
charge of nuclear weapons 
material, would have to cut 
down their work. 

“Activities would have to 
be curtailed to a point where 
the abiliry of the commission 
and the IAEA to cany out 
their mandate could be called 
into question.” he said. 

“This would have serious 
consequences" for both agen- 
ties. he said. 

Mr. Ekeus also reported 
that Iraq had refused ot allow 
into the country a German 
parliamentary mission re- 
sponsible for overseeing 
U.N. arms activities in Iraq. 


CHURCHES 

$L Mary of Nazareth Church 
SneUfeh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

Si. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of (he AanunchUhai Tel. 
637440. 

De b Salle Church Tel. 661757 
Terrauucfa Church Tel: 622366 
Church of (be Annunciation Tel. 

623541. 

Anglican Church Td. 652826 
Armenian Catholic Church Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St. Bphnbn Church Td. 171751. 
Amman International Church Td. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical Con- 

RTCgatiou Td. 845457 

The Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 

Church of Nazarene Tcl.67569]. 

The Evangelical Local Church « 

Amman 

Tel. 8 11295 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Relative cold weather conditions 
will prevail with doutk appearing 
at different altitudes and winds 
easterly moderate. In Aqaha. 



Lebanon Muslim cleric 
raps Catholic synod call 


Humanitarian and political actions are 
inseparable, experts affirm at seminar 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Leading human 
rights advocates insisted on 
Saturday that humanitarian 
action should be coupled with 
political action and .called for 
the inclusion of human rights 
principles in school curricula 
to strengthen and promote 
humanitarian values and 
rights. 

“Promoting humanitarian 
values and enhancing the re- 
spect for human dignity could 
be achieved by spreading 
awareness of the basic princi- 
ples of human rights and in- 
ternational humanitarian 
law,” said Mohammad Hadid 
at a seminar entitled “Huma- 
nitarian Action and Media” 
organised by the Internation- 
al Committee of the Red 
Cross in Jordan in coopera- 
tion with the Jordan Press 
Association (JPA). 

Mr. Hadid pointed out that 
efforts were currently under 
way to promote humanitarian 
values and rights in the King- 
dom. He said that a commit- 
tee of representatives of (he 
ICRC, the Jordan Red Cres- 
cent and the Ministry of 
Education were studying 
‘The possibility of introduc- 
ing the concepts and princi- 


ples of humanitarian law and 
human rights in the school 
curricula." * 

JPA President and Presi- 
dent of the International 
Organisation of Journalists 
(IOJ) Suleiman Qudah called 
on the international com- 
munity to exert more efforts 
to help Algerian journalists 
who have become main 
targets of extremists in their 
strife-tom country. 

“When talking about the 
role of the press and huma- 
nitarian action we should al- 
ways keep in mind that the 
(Algerian) journalists have 
been subjected to the worst 
of torture, psychological and 
physical,” said Mr. Qudah. 

“I call on your behalf and 
on the behalf of the IOJ to 
(to exert efforts) to put an 
end to and condemn this bar- 
baric action that has taken 
the life of more than 40 jour- 
nalists,” said Mr. Qudah, 
who is also chief editor of Al 
Ra’i newspaper. “I call on all 
colleagues and Arab and in- 
ternational committees to 
confront this tragedy and 
provide protection and secur- 
ity for the more than (Alge- 
rian) 3,000 journalists whose 
lives are in danger.” 

Mr. Qudah, referring to 
the sufferings of the Iraqi 


people due to the four-year- 
old international embargo on 
the country, said that the 
Arab World was one of the 
areas worst hit by conflicts. 

The head of the ICRC de- 
legation in Jordan, Yves 
Giovannoni, partly blamed 
the media for inaccurate 
coverage of humanitarian 
work. He stressed the im- 
portance of political action 
being in concert with huma- 
nitarian action. 

“One of the distinctive fea- 
tures of our time is that 
humanitarian action and poli- 
tical action are coming clos- 
er” to each other, Mr. 
Giovannono said. “Huma- 
nitarian action must be car- 
ried out in parallel with poli- 
tical and military action and 
humanitarian action must not 
and could not be substitute 
for the other.” 

He said the need for pro- 
tection of victims of conflicts 
were ignored or oversha- 
dowed by the media, which 
presented humanitarian ac- 
tion since the beginning of 
the nineties in terms of huma- 
nitarian assistance, relief con- 
voys, food aid, and medical 
services. 

“What about the suffering 
of imprisoned soldiers and 


Jewish extemists get U.S. funds - experts 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
American Jewish extremists 
who cheered the assassina- 
tion of Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin have since 
adopted a low profile, but 
they continue to finance their 
■counterparts in Israel, ex- 
perts say. 

The legal defence of Yigal ' 
Amir, Mr. Rabin’s confessed 
assassin, is being paid for by a 
U.S. Jewish organisation 
whose name is being kept 
secret, according to Israeli 
television. 

After the Nov. 14 assas- 
sination, U.S. Attorney 
General Janet Reno prop- 
osed that links between 
Israeli and U.S. extremists be 
investigated. 

Nothing formally has hap- 
pened since then, out experts 
are convinced that such links 
exist although they have no 
idea how much money has 
been funnelled, to extremist, 
groups in Israel from the 
United States. 


“Somebody doesn't write a 
check to go to Kahane Chai,” 
Michael Kraft, a member of a 
State Department counter- 
terrorism unit, told the New 
York Tunes recently. 

The money, he said, “will 
go to some charitable orga- 
nisation or school that hap- 
pens to be in a place that is in 
. a (Jewish) settlement." 

“A lot of people have for a 
long time been sending 
money to the settlements,” 
said Colette A vital, Israel’s 
consul general in New York. 
“But the question of where 
all that money goes... is hard 
to say.” 

“My sense is that the FBI 
has focused on people mak- 
ing bombs and blowing up 
buildings here instead of on 
the trans-Atlantic flow of 
people and money to the 
settlements," said Ian Lus- 
tick, an expert on Jewish 
extreme right groups at the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

The day after Mr. Rabin’s 


assassination, supporters of 
Rabbi Meir Kahane, founder 
of the anti-Arab Kach orga- 
nisation who was himself 
assassinated in New York in 
1990, openly collected funds 
for Amir's defence. 

Members of the Young 
Israel synagogue in Brook- 
lyn, home to many of the 1.3 
million Jews who have made 
New York the city with the 
largest Jewish population in 
the world, wear badges with 
the star of David and the 
words: “Yigal Amir, a Jewish 
hero.” 

It was in Brooklyn that 
Kahane put his followers 
through combat training. 
Among them was Baruch 
Goldstein, who massacred at 
least 30 Muslims at prayer at a 
mosque in Henron on Feb> 
25, 1994. 

After the massacre, Kach 
was banned in Israel. Then in 
January, 1995, President 
Clinton issued a decree ban- 
ning Kach, its offshoot 


Kahane Chai, and 10 other 
Arab and Jewish fun- 
damentalist groups from rais- 
ing funds in the United 
States. 

Moshe Gross, a 28-year- 
old rabbinical student from 
Brooklyn, set up a telephone 
line to receive money for 
Amir’s defence. Callers 
would get a tape-recorded 
message referring to “the evil 
Rabin” and to his alleged 
assassin as a “great Jewish 
hero." 

Mr. Gross said that he had 
raised $100,000 in a week's 
time, but officials of Jewish 
institutions say he is bluffing. 
His telephone line has since 
been disconnected. 

At Young Israel synago- 
gue, officials say that the 
collection of funds for Amir, 
which takes place outside and 
not inside the building, was 
organised by militant extrem- 
ists who do not belong to the 
congregation. 
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winds will be northerly modem ic 
and seas calm. 

Min ./Max. lemp. 

Amman 2/13 

Aqata* !. V/ 19 

Deans 0/14 

Jordan Valley 7/18 

Yesterday's high icmpcra Hires: 
Amman 12. Aqaba 18. Humidity 
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TELEPHONE 
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NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Osomah Al Husscini ... 847289 

Dr. Bilal Al Snyyid 890280 

Dr. Khalil Abu Marjouh ...779797 
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Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police K963W 

PuMic Security Department 630321 

Hold Complaints MJ5»10 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Waicr and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787 1 ]| 

Telephone Information 

[directory assistance) 121 
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Jordan Television 773111 
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RJ Flight Information .... US-53200 
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The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 
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AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3141 It 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian ( RJ ) information 
department at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (0M532Q0- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 
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BEIRUT (R) — The spiritual 
leader of Lebanon's Shiite 
Muslims on Friday criticised 
an appeal by Lebanese 
Catholic bishops to Syria to 
withdraw its troops from its 
smaller neighbour. 

Sheikh Mohammad Mehdi 
Shamseddine said that the 
final message issued on 
Thursday by the Synod of 
Lebanese Bishops to chart 
the future of their church, 
held in the Vatican, con- 
tained “some remarks that 
raise suspicion.” 

“The presence of Syrian 
Arab forces and the integra- 
tion between Lebanon and 
Syria does not reduce Leba- 
non’s sovereignty or its inde- 
pendence or Lebanon's will 
at (Arab-Israeii) peace 
talks," Sheikh Shamseddine 
said in a statement. 

“Lebanon is not suffering 
from a lack of sovereignty 
except from Israeli occupa- 
tion,” added Sheikh Sham- 
seddine, the spiritual head of 


the largest community i n 
Lebanon. 

The bishops said in then- 
final message that their coun- 
try's internal peace “must be 
translated by the departure 
from Lebanon of the Syrian 
forces 3nd the extension of 
the presence of the Lebanese 
army to all national terri- 
tory.” 

But Sheikh Shamseddine 
said the presence of the Sy- 
rian troops was a necessity 
for the Lebanese state in its 
peace march and its attempt 
to reestablish its authority 
after the 1975-90 civil war, ’ 

Syria has an estimated 
35,000 soldiers in Lebanon 
and is the main power broket 
in the country’s politics. 
Israel holds an anti-guerrilla 
border buffer zone in South 
Lebanon. 

The bishops message also 
said Lebanon's sovereignty 
should be reestablished by 
liberating it from Israeli 
occupation. 


Vatican says its stand 
on Jerusalem unchanged 


civilians? What about their 
fears and their human dignity 
which is threatened by de- 
grading treatment? What ab- 
out the practical means to 
ensure a minimum of protec- 
tion for civilians subject to 
violent action and harass- 
ment?" 

“What about the suffering 
of families separated by (con- 
flicts) or jail walls? Who will 
help them restore the link 
between their scattered mem- 
bers? How can they one day 
be reunited? What about the 
endless mourning of families 
whose relatives have been 
missing for years?” he asked. 

The ICRC and Red Cres- 
cent have spent $3,200 mil- 
lion on relief services and 
humanitarian action. Those 
who benefit from the Red 
Cross services have risen 
from two million in 1987 to 
19.2 million in 1994. 

Since the end of World 
War U, the world witnessed 
120 armed conflicts that left 
22 million people dead. At 
present. 35 armed conflicts 
are raging in the world. 
“Somehow it seems that 
progress on the moral level 
has not kept pace with scien- 
tific and technological adv- 
ances," Mr. Giovannoni said. 


VATICAN CITY (R) — The 
Vatican, in an oblique refer- 
ence to comments by the 
widow of assassinated Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, said on Saturday its 
position on the status of Jeru- 
salem remained unchanged. 

Leah Rabin told reporters 
after a private audience with 
Pope John Paul on Thursday 
that the pontiff had told her 
he acknowledged Jerusalem's 
“double role" as capital of 
the Jewish state and capital of 
the world's three great faiths. 

The Holy City "is sacred to 
Muslims. Jews and Christ- 
ians. 

The Vatican, in its daily 
bulletin, made no reference 
to Leah Rabin or to the 
Pope’s reported words, but 
said: 

“The Holy See’s position 
has been known for years.” 

The Vatican wants interna- 
tional guarantees to protect 
the city of Jerusalem as the 
patrimony of three major re- 
ligions. with free access to all 
believers. 

Most countries, including 
the Vatican, do not formally 
recognise Israel’s 1980 


“annexation” of Arab East 
Jerusalem and its declaration 
of the city as the “united and 
eternal" capital of the Jewish 
state. 

Leah Rabin said the Pope 
made his remarks in a “very 
informal” 15-minute meeting 
at the Vatican. 

“He said Jerusalem has a 
double role. It is the capital, 
of Israel and it’s the capital of 
the three great faiths." she 
told a news conference. 

“When it comes to the 
question of the role of Jeru- 
salem. I heard him say :o,” 
she said. “I wasn’t "there 
alone. I was with my chil- 
dren. And it was dearly said. 
I realise that the Vatican may 
have a problem with a state- 
ment like this.” 

Vatican Foreign Minister 
Archbishop Jean-Louis 
Touran left on Saturday for 
his first official visit to Jeru- 
salem. 

The Vatican and Israel 
established full ties in 1994. 
ending centuries of often hos- 
tile Catholic- Jewish relations. 

But both sides are still for- 
mally at odds over the status 
of Jerusalem. 


EU helps ecological 
treasures off Egypt 


RAS MOHAMMAD, Egypt 
(AFP) — The Gulf of 
Aqaba's ecological treasures, 
induding unparalleled corals 
and rare flora and fauna, 
have been saved from disas- 
ter bv national parks financed 
by the European Union 
(EU). 

“The ecological projects fi- 
nanced by the EU since 1989 
and covering 52 per cent of 
the Egyptian coast of the gulf 
have averted a catastrophe,” 
Stefan Zens, the EU environ- 
mental advisor in Egypt, told 
AFP. 

It has been particularly 
successful in "stopping the 
destruction of the corals" 
which stretch in reefs off the 
shore, Mr. Zens said. 

In a rejjpon where 40 per 
cent of visitors in 1994 came 
from scuba diving, the Gulf 
of Aqaba's corals are a major 
attraction, but a boom in 
tourism development in the 
region in the past five years 
threatened the fragile eco lo- 
gy - 

The EU responded by 
creating three national parks 
along the Sinai Peninsula's 
eastern shore. The first, com- 

J 52 Brussels. Parts (RJ) 

!r*r London i RJ) 

Madrid. Geneva (RJ i 

ISiff i- A tl*n»lRJl 

is re "tit" V ; "• F «"Mun(RJ) 
8:45 New York. Amsicrdam IRJ) 

I 9.40 - RomciRJ, 

Vienna (RJ) 

551m Aqaba (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

{52 Sanaa ((V) 

Bahrein IGF) 

14:30 Ooha (07) 

r . Istanbul (TK) 

London. Beirut (BA) 

DEPARTURES 

FligMs JOrdanian (RJ » 

(Terminal i) 

to’ts AqJiba(RJ) 

Si) c Bc,r “t(RJi 

l|! 15 p Mnkfun ( RJ I 

jjjg 

H:30 Amsterdam.’ New y"* \ RJ ! 

20:10 Athens (Rj, 

2Q< |S Cairo IRJ, 

Damascus ( RJ j 


pleted in 1991, covers 480 
square kilometres both on 
land and underwater at Ras 
Mohammad on the Sinai's 
southernmost tip. 

The two others, completed 
in 1995. protea the region of 
Naqab, 400 square 
kilometres and Abu Ghal- 
lum. 500 square kilometres, 

■ further up the coast. 

The EU has already given 
Egypt 3.75 million ECUs 
($4.9 million) for the parks 
and will grant it another 10 
million ECUs ($13 million) in 
March. 

Mr. Zens said the new 
grant would go to a “geolo- 
gical reserve” from Nueiba 
halfway up the Sinai coast to 
Taba, at the Israeli border in 
the far north of the Gulf of 
Aqaba, which leads off from 
the Red Sea. 

It will also be used to 
create the first underwater 
observatory in the Middle 
East.” he said. 

'No hotel is permitted in 
these parks, which are re- 
markable for their botanical 
diversity, with 406 recorded 
types of plants," said Omar 
Hassan, the head of the Gulf 
of Aqaba parks. 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor left 
Sunday on a two day work- 
ing trip to Brussels, where 
she will be hosted by Their 
Majesties King- Albert, 
Queen Paola and Queen 
Fabiola, according to a 
Royal Court statement 
The Queen will be the 
guest of honour at the cere- 
mony marking the 20th 
Anniversary- of the King 
Baudoin Foundation, which 
was established by the late 
King to “improve the living 
conditions of the popula- 
tion'’ and is chaired by bis 
widow Queen Fabiola, the 
statement said 
The Foundation’s diverse 
programmes include 
income-generating projects 
for the country’s unem- 
ployed, environmental edu- 
cation and awareness, pro- 
tection and preservation of 
Belgium's rich cultural her- 
itage as well as the promo- 
tion of the development of 
rural women in Third 
World countries, according 
to the statement. 

. Queen Noor and Queen 
Fabiola, who are members 
of the International Steer- 
ing Committee on the Eco- 
nomic Advancement of 
Rural Women (ISC), will 
discuss the plans for the 
1996 ISC meeting that will 
be organised by the Noor 
A1 Hussein Foundation and 
held in Amman next May, 
the statement said 
The meeting, which will 
focus on food security, 
micro-credit for rural 
women and the enhance- 
ment of the quality of life 
of women and their fami- 
lies, will assess the impact 
of the Beijing Conference 
on the needs and rights of 
rural women and fonnulate 
a plan of action. 


departs on two-day 
g trip to Brussels 


igp* 






The ISC. which was 
founded in 1992, is an 
advocacy group comprising 
16 wives of beads of states 
and governments represent- 
ing the world’s five 
regions, who promote the 
implementation of the 
Geneva Declaration for 
Rural Women through the 
mobilisation of political 
will and public opinion and 
the formulation and imple- 
mentation of national poli- 
cies for rural women 
around the world. 

According to the state- 
ment, the King Baudoin 
Foundation has developed 
the DEVUTRA Rural 
Women and Development 




RJ to hold 32nd sales 
and marketing meeting 


By Lima Nabll 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The national 
aircarrier. Royal Jordanian 
(RJ), will Sunday hold its 
32nd marketing and sales 
conference with the partici- 
pation of directors of RJ’s 
regional offices around the 
world. 

Deputy Director General 
for marketing and sales 
Majdi Sabri underlined the 
importance of the meeting, 
which be said comes at a 
time when the carrier has in 
the past few months 
achieved record numbers in 
sales and marketing. 

The meeting will focus on 
means to market Amman as 
a centre of religious 
tourism and to attract Mus- 
lim and Christian ptigrims 
wishing to visit Jerusalem, 
Mecca and other religious 
sites in Jordan, Syria and 
Iraq. 

He said RJ’s plans to inte- 
sify marketing Jordan’s 
tourist attractions in Europe 
and to operate unscheduled 


flights to support the 
tourism sector in the King- 
dom. 

He said the conference 
will announce the opening 
of a new route linking 
Amman and Bombay, thus 
raising the number of RJ’s 
routes to 47. 

The airliner, he said, has 
announced a comprehen- 
sive plan to control 
expenses and increase pro- 
ductivity. 

Deputy Director General 
for public relations Muneeb 
Touqan, meanwhile, said 
convening the meeting 
comes at a time when the 
world’s airliner faces a seri- 
ous turning point in plan- 
ning to receive the 21st 
century. 

Mr. Touqan said he 
expected the number of 
passengers to be transport- 
ed by the carrier in 1996 to 
reach about 1,400,000, 
adding that RJ will in 1996 
add the new .Airbus 310 to 
its 17-aircraft fleet. 
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FILM 

* "Sombras.en una Batalla" at Institute Cervantes, 
Jabal Amman at 6.30 p.m. 

BAZAAR 

‘ , * Bazaar at the Greek Orthodox Church in the 
Ruwaq Neighbourhood, Fuheis. (until Dec. 22) 

EXHIBITIONS 

.. * Works by artist Hind Nasser at Darat A1 Funun 
(until Jan. 6). „ . . . . 

^Photography by poet Ibrahim Nasrallah entitled 
"The Autobioffraonv of an Eve" at Darat A1 Funun, 


* Photography exhibition "Biblical Itineraries at 
the French Cultural Centre. (Until Dec. 30). 

CHRISTMAS SALE 

* Gifts and crafts by Suha Lallas Kassisieh 
(includes Christmas items, table mats, baskets, 
wall-hangings, candle-holders and side-lamps) at 
the Jordan Design and Trade Centre of the Noor 
A1 Hussein Foundation, off Wadi Saqra Street 
(until Dec. 31). 


' h 


Project comprised of three 
distinct components; the 
promotion of a rural 
women and development 
guidebook. 

The Secretariat focuses 
on collecting data, fund- 
raising and compiling a 
database on rural women 
throughout the world; while 
the guidebook identifies 
NGOs and research insti- 
tutes to improving the liv- 
ing conditions of women in 
rural areas of the Third 
World, according to the 
statement. 

Queen Noor's representa- 
tive to the ISC, Mrs. In’am 
Mufti, accompanied the 
Queen on her visit 


Study projects economic 
benefits in some areas 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
Japanese technical team 
currently conducting a 
study on the Kingdom’s 
economic situation, Satur- 
day projected that the Mid- 
dle East peace process will 
offer Jordan important eco- 
nomic opportunities that 
will enable it to earn for- 
eign currency and boost 
the tourist and exp on 
industries. 

Speaking at a meeting 
with Acting Ministry of 
Planning Secretary General 
Salem Ghawi, team leader 
Roji Yanitama said peace 
was bound to open vast 
avenues for Jordan to 
reconstruct its trade and 
conduct regional coopera- 
tion in such areas as water, 
development of natural 
resources and the protec- 
tion of the environment. 

Mr. Yanitama, who has 
been entrusted with the 
mission by the Japanese 
foreign ministry presented 


details of future develop- 
ment plans in the region but 
pointed out areas in which 
Jordan would face difficul- 
ties in executing economic 
schemes. 

He also pointed out 
development programmes, 
which would require coop- 
eration with neighbouring 
countries and donor 
nations. 

Mr. Yanitama said Japan 
appreciates the economic 
reform programme under- 
taken by the Jordanian gov- 
ernment since 1989. 

According to the Ministry 
of Planning, the team is 
expected to stay in Jordan 
until Dec. 18 to hold further 
meetings with officials at 
the ministries of industry 
and trade, water and irriga- 
tion, municipal and rural 
affairs, finance, education, 
labour, tourism and antiqui- 
ties as well as with the Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan.and 
other banking officials. 
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Prince Talal 
addresses US 
journalists, 
scholars 


AMMAN (J.T.) — HRH 
Prince Talal Bin Moham- 
mad, His Majesty King 
Hussein’s military secre- 
tary, addressed on Friday 
in New York a high level 
group of U.S. newspaper 
and magazine editors, 
scholars and industrialists, 
according to a statement 
from the Royal Court. 

In bis discussion. Prince 
Talal gave an overview of 
recent political and eco- 
nomic events in the Middle 
East, including the impact 
of the assassination of 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and devel- 
opment on the various 
tracks of the peace process, 
the statement said. 

He reaffirmed Jordan's 
commitment to a regional 
comprehensive peace and 
its commitment to support- 
ing the Palestinian people 
in attaining their rights in 
their homeland, according 
to the statement. 

Prince Talal held up the 
success of the Middle East 
and North Africa Econom- 
ic Summit which was held 
in Amman between Ocl 27 
and 31, 1995, as an exam- 
ple of the potential present 
in the region that would be 
fully realised by peace, the 
statement said. 

Among those attending 
the breakfast meeting were 
leading editors from the 
New York Times, The 
Washington Post, The New 
Republic, The Wall Street 
Journal, US News and 
World Report and 
Newsweek magazine. 
HRH Princess Ghida also 
attended the meeting, the 
statement said. 


Prosecutors present evidence 
in trial of ‘Islamic Revivalists 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Prosecutors in 
the State Security Court 
trial of six people known as 
“Islamic Revivalists” Sat- 
urday presented materials 
as evidence that the 
accused were plotting to 
carry out acts of sabotage. 

The six defendants, who 
pleaded not guilty last 
month, are charged with 
illegal possession and man- 
ufacturing of explosive 
materials, automatic 
weapons and guns for ille- 
gal use, and belonging to an 
illegal organisation. 

Captain Ahmad Fans 
Kurdi of the Iibid Police 
Department told the court 
Saturday that he searched 
the home of the fourth 
defendant, Khalid Moham- 
mad Mustafa Kilani in 
Hakama town in Irbid, but 
found no explosives. 

Instead, Captain Kurdi 
said, the defendant himself 
led him to a cave two 
metres away from the 
defendant’s home where 


the explosive materials 
were hidden. 

“Khalid (the defendant) 
led us to a cave near his 
house and helped us dig 50 
centimetres underground 
before we finally found the 
explosives wrapped in a 
black plastic bag,” CapL 
Kurdi said. 

He added that the seized 
explosive materials, 

according to the police reg- 
ister, included TNT and C4, 
one hand-grenade, an auto- 
matic timer, batteries, elec- 
tric wires and a red bag. 

The explosives, which 
had been buried in the cave 
since 1991, according to the 
charge sheet, were present- 
ed before the court, and 
Capt. Kurdi positively iden- 
tified the seized material. 

Defence attorney Kama! 
Nasser, however, said that 
the red bag, listed among 
the evidence retrieved by 
the police, was not pan of 
the evidence presented Sat- 
urday in court and demand- 
ed that bag be made avail- 
able as part of the evidence. 

The defence attorneys are 


trying to prove that the 
explosives allegedly found 
with their diems were 
made available by a person 
from a neighbouring coun- 
ty- 

According to the defence, 
their clients gathered the 
materials to protect them- 
selves during the Gulf War 
in 1991, “in case war began 
in Jordan,” and that when 
the war was over, their 
clients buried the explo- 
sives to get rid of them. 

Explosive expert First 
Lieutenant Ali Abdullah 
Ensour, of the Public Secu- 
rity Department (PSD), told 
the court that some of the 
evidence he examined 
could still be used to fabri- 
cate an explosive device if 
otber appropriate materials 
were available. 

“The TNT and C4 could 
be used if an electric source 
and an ignition were avail- 
able, and these explosives 
could cause damages and 
death,” he said adding that 
no ignitions were found 
with the seized items. 

Mr. Nasser asked the 


court to postpone the ses- 
sion to allow time for the 
defence to present an argu- 
ment contesting the legality 
of the way the evidence 
was examined and handled 
by the authorities. 

Presiding Judge Hafez 
Amin set Dec. IS as the 
new date to continue the 
trial. 

Meanwhile, Muslim mili- 
tant Acta Abu Rishteh, 
accused of slander against 
His Majesty King Hussein, 
will testily today (Sunday) 
at the State Security Court, 
the defendant's auomey 
Mohammad Solaymeh told 
the Jordan Times. 

Mr. Abu Rishteh, 
spokesman of the illegal 
Hezb A1 Tahrir, last month 
pleaded innocent to charges 
of belonging to an illegal 
organisation and of slander- 
ing the King in a newspaper 
interview in October. 

Mr. Salaymeh, one of 
three attorneys defending 
Mr. Abu Rishteh. added 
that there will be two addi- 
tional defence witnesses. 

He refused to elaborate. 


Arab airlines meet to discuss technical challenges 


AMMAN (Petra) — Dele- 
gates from U Arab airlines’ 
technical committees gath- 
ered at the Amm an Marriott 
Hotel Saturday to discuss 
issues connected with mod- 
em communications, estab- 
lishing a database system 
for Arab airlines, and 
reducing the cost of com- 
munications among these 
air carriers. . 

Addressing the opening 
session of the meeting, 
organised by the Arab Air 
Carriers Organisation 
(AACO) and Roy:J Jordar. 
ian (RJ), RJ President 
Nader Dahabi, said rapid 
developments in the world 


of technology makes it 
incumbent upon Arab air- 
lines to step up cooperation 
to meet competition from 
other worid airline 
alliances. 

Arab airlines need to 
adopt modern communica- 
tions and reservation sys- 
tems following the example 
of international airlines, 
Mr. Dahabi said. 

Such systems as the 
Galileo reservation system, 
for instance, would 
immensely improve airline 
efficiency, and equip them., 
with the means to confront 
mounting challenges in air 
transport services expected 


by the end of this century, 
said Mr. Dahabi. 

He said the AACO is 
bound by duty to help Arab 
airlines to face challenges 
in the air industry. 

Taking part in the two- 
day meeting, hosted in 
Amman for the first time, 
are delegates from the 
national air carriers of the 
Arab region: Middle East 
Airlines (MEA), Egypt Air, 
Syrian Airlines, Tunisian 
Airlines. Air Algerie, Sudan 
Airways, Saudi Arabian 
. Airlines, Emirates Air, and 
Yemania as well as Gulf Air 
representatives and Royal 
Jordanian. 



Nader Dahabi 


Royal Wings soon to start daily flights to Aqaba 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
newly created airline com- 
pany, Royal Wings, owned 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ), 
will embark on two daily 
flights between Amman 
and Aqaba starting at the 
beginning of 1996, accord- 
ing to an RJ official Satur- 
day. 

Royal Wings will make 
two flights to and from 
Aqaba every day, according 
to Abed Quntar, RJ’s 
appointed general manager 
who also noted that the 
company will commence 
operations with one 50-seat 
Canadian made Bom- 
bardier Dash 8-300 aircraft. 

Mr. Qumar said the air- 
craft .which is leased to 
Royal Wings, is due to 
arrive in Amman on Dec. 
20 while a similar aircraft 


will be arriving in April 
next year. 

According to Mr. Quntar, 
the airplanes, also to be 
leased to Royal Wings, 
have undergone feasibility 
and technical studies by RJ 
teams and were found to be 
appropriate for the flight 
operation. 

Royal Wings will be oper- 
ating on a purely commer- 
cial basis, he added. 

In January this year a 
Bombardier aircraft ran two 
demonstration flights for 
RJ officials over Amman as 
part of the Canadian com- 
pany’s bid to market the 
aircraft in the region. 

According to Mr. Quntar, 
Royal Wings will operate 
the flights from Queen Alta 
International Airport to 
Aqaba in the first three 


months of 1996, but will 
later use Marka airport 
when the latter has been 
refurbished. Marka airport 
is undergoing a JD 7 mil- 
lion face lift to enable it to 
cater to the expected 
increased flights as a result 
of the boom in the tourist 
industry. 

Mr. Quntar said the cre- 
ation of the new airline 
company came as a result 
of the Jordan-Israel peace 
treaty which increased 
efforts on the pan of both 
countries to promote 
regional tourism. 

Jordan has embarked on 
an $85 million airport mod- 
ernisation plan to cope with 
a forecast rise in regional 
tourism, according to the 
Director General of Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA) 


Ahmad Jweiber last month. 

According to Mr. Jweiber 
airline traffic to Jordan rose 
by 6.5 per cent in the first 
eight months of 1995, com- 
pared to the same period 
last year. 

Mr. Quntar was quoted by 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, as saying that in its 
next stage Royal Wings 
will operate flights to Tel 
Aviv, Alexandria. Cairo, 
Aswan, Sharm AI Sheikh. 
A1 Ghardaqa, Damascus 
and Beirut, once aviation 
agreements have been 
signed with the concerned 
countries. 

The CAA is currently 
studying agreement drafts 
with these countries, Mr. 
Quntar said. 


Study aims to raise level of Dead Sea waters 

Plans for Jordan Valley envision hotels, fisheries and free zone 


By Ghalia Alul 

Special vo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The ambitious 
master plan for the develop- 
ment of the Jordan Rift Val- 
ley (JRV) is expected to be 
finalised in February 1997 
when plans for the Red Sea- 
Dead Sea Canal (RSDSC) 
project are completed, 
according to Zafier Alem, 
Assistant Secretary General 
at the Jordan Valley Author- 
ity and the Jordan Rift Val- 
ley Coordinator. 

“The JRV development, 
master plan project will 
depend on the technical 
economic feasibility study 
of the RSDSC project,” he 
said 

Mr. Alera told the Jordan 
Times in an interview that 
phase one of the RSDSC 
study, which was initiated 
in October 1995, is being 
prepared by a consortium of 
four companies from Jor- 
dan, Israel, the U.S and 
Britain as well as the World 
Bank, the facilitator which 
signed the contract with the 


consortium on behalf of the 
Jordanian and Israeli gov- 
ernments. 

The main objective of -the 
RSDSC project, which Mr. 
Alem described as the 
“backbone of the JRV pro- 
ject,” is based on a restora- 
tion plan which aims at 
raising the water level of 
the Dead Sea in 25 years. 
The water level has 
declined by 14 metres dur- 
ing the past 40 years. 

He said the total amount 
of water which will be 
diverted from the Red Sea 
will reach 2 billion cubic 
meters (bem) per year. 
About 700 million cubic 
meters (mem) per year will 
be desalinated and 1.3 
bem/per year will be 
restored to stabilise the 
Dead Sea water level with a 
generation of 350-500 
gigawatts per hour (gwh) 
per year of net on-peak 
hydroelectric energy. 

After this process is com- 
pleted in 25 years, and the 
Dead Sea level is restored 
to its natural level, the 


quantity of water which 
will be diverted from the 
Red Sea will be limited to 
tbe evaporation losses from 
the Dead Sea. 

Therefore, the fresh water 
production will decrease lo 
about 500 mcm per year 
with a corresponding 
reduction of Red Sea water 
intake, which will result in 
a stable Dead Sea surface. 

Accordingly, only 1.3 
bem per year will be divert- 
ed to the Dead Sea. 

Mr. Alem Said the 
RSDSC study, which is 
being conducted in two 
phases includes technical, 
economic and social feasi- 
bility studies of the project, 
assessments of its environ- 
mental impacts and impli- 
cations as well as determin- 
ing the technical feasibility 
of constructing canal and 
conduit sections, pumping 
stations, power plants, sea 
water desalination facilities 
using reverse osmosis tech- 
nology, and oil shale 
restoration plants, all based 
on diversion of Red Sea 


water to the Dead Sea. 

Phase one of the S3 mil- 
lion study which is being 
financed by the Italian gov- 
ernment, is being conduct- 
ed using compiled, 
reviewed and available 
information and reports 
prepared in Jordan and 
Israel on this project and 
other schemes. 

The study, which is 
expected to be finalised in 
12 months, will also identi- 
fy alternative alignments 
for the Red Sea to Dead Sea 
diversion and assess poten- 
tial impacts the diversion of 
water from the Red Sea to 
the Dead Sea will have on 
the local environment 
Such environmental impact 
assessments will look at, 
for example, physical and 
economic effects on exist- 
ing and potential Dead Sea 
mineral projects and other 
tourist industries as well as 
the environmental impact 
associated with raising the 
level of the Dead Sea and 
impacts of any canal or 
pipeline breach which 


could lead to contamination 
of groundwater sources. 

Potential benefits will 
also be considered under 
phase one of the study. 

The project will make use 
of desalinated water for 
municipal, commercial and 
industrial uses. It will also 
encourage population set- 
tlement in agricultural areas 
along the canal as well as 
create an international 
region of trade and indus- 
try. 

According to a brief 
description of the proposed 
canal project, constructing 
canal and conduit sections 
will convey water from the 
Red Sea to the Dead Sea 
and pumping stations to be 
located relatively closer to 
the Red Sea. 

Hydroelectric power sta- 
tions are to be installed in 
the area between the divide 
and the Dead Sea as well as 
sea water desalination sta- 
tions, again using reverse 
dsmosis technology. 

Furthermore, small reser- 
voirs will be located along 


the conduit systems or near 
the power stations to permit 
the flexible operation of the 
system. 

Mr. Alem stressed the 
importance of the success 
of this project, noting that 
the Red Sea waters would 
flow through Wadi Araba 
and the desen which will 
enhance tourism in those 
areas. 

He added that this area 
will then be highly produc- 
tive as there are plans to 
establish a free zone area, 
hotels and artificial lakes to 
be used as fisheries. 

“The RSDSC has the 
potential to produce elec- 
tricity, and through desali- 
nation, will provide fresh 
water. It will also .serve as 
a catalyst for the economic 
development of the region 
in such other sectors as 
tourism, industrial develop- 
ment, human resources, 
apiculture and telecommu- 
nications,” a statement 
describing the project said. 



4 World News 
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EU sets out political agenda, 
prepares to grow eastwards 


MADRID (R) — Eoropean 
Union (EU) leaders met for 
the second day of their sum- 
mit Saturday, pledging to 
prepare for the 21st century 
with a single currency and 
new members. ' 

Leaders of the 11 coun- 
tries from Eastern Europe 
and the Mediterranean who 
hope to join the bloc were 
due at the summit later in 
the day to be briefed on the 
ElTs plans: 

Draft conclusions from 
the summit set out what the 
leaders called a political 
agenda to prepare for the 
new century, including 
enlargement, creating a sin- 
gle cuneucy by Jan. 1. 1999 
and reviewing EU treaties 
to make it all work. 

The leaders met some of 
their goals Friday, agreeing 
on the timetable for the new 
single currency and naming 
it the Euro. They also 
agreed to launch their inter- 
governmental treaty review 
in Turin, Italy, on March 29 


next year. 

“Success in all these tasks 
will mean that a large com- 
munity enjoying the bene- 
fits of freedom, prosperity 
and stability can be set up 
• Europe-wide,” the draft 
said. 

“Enlargement is both a 
political necessity and a his- 
toric opportunity for 
Europe,” the draft conclu- 
sions state. 

But the leaders, aware of 
the difficulties of bringing 
in the backward economies 
of the East, stopped short of 
setting a date for negotia- 
tions to begin with the old 
Communist Bloc. 

The draft calls instead for 
the European Commission 
to prepare a series of reports 
on the' candidate countries 
and the impact of enlarge- 
ment by the end of the treaty 
review, so that governments 
can decide “at tbe earliest 
opportunity” after that when 
to open formal negotiations 
and with which applicants. 


Cyprus and Malta have 
already been told they can 
open negotiations six 
months after the review, 
likely to last until mid- 1997. 

Diplomats said some dele- 
gations, particularly the 
Scandinavian countries, 
were still arguing for clearer 
language in the summit 
statement to ensure there 
would be no discrimination 
against countries such as tbe 
Baltic states. 

Economically and politi- 
cally weaker East European 
countries fear they could 
fall behind neighbours such 
as Poland, Hungary and tbe 
Czech Republic and risk 
isolation unless tbe EU 
starts all the negotiations at 
the same time 

“This would have a big 
political significance 
because this way tbe ElTs 
decision to expand east- 
wards would be confirmed,” 
said a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman in Bulgaria, 
which is about to present its 


Bangladesh’s Victory Day celebrations 
subdued by political stalemate 


DHAKA (AFP) — Thou- 
sands of Bangladeshis 
poured onto the streets of 
Dhaka and other cities 
Saturday to mark this strife- 
tom country’s 25th Victory 
Day, in independence cele- 
brations overshadowed by 
chronic political stalemate. 

Marking Bangladesh’s 
victory over Pakistan in its 
bloody 1971 independence 
war, colourfuily dressed 
men, women and children 
carrying flowers paid their 
respects those who died 
during the conflict. 

The sound of fire-crackers 
echoed arouod the capital 
soon after midnight, as 
crowds began marching 
through die streets beating 
drums, singing and waving 
banners and posters. 

There were no reports of 
violence, although security 
was stepped up to prevent 
potential clashes between 
die slogan-chanting gangs 
of rival political supporters 
which roamed the city. 

At dawn, President Abdur 
Rahman Biswas . oversaw 
the first ceremony of the 
day, laying a wreath at the 
Martyr’s Memorial in near- 
by Savar district, as a 31- 
gun artillery salute heralded 
in the day. 

But celebrations were 
subdued by the ongoing 
political deadlock, the day 
after national election were 
rescheduled for Feb. 7 
instead of Jan. IS. 

The country’s opposition, 
which is to boycott the 
Victory Day reception host- 


ed by Mr. Biswas later 
Saturday, has said it will not 
participate in any polls until 
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia 
resigns. 

Led by Sheikh Hasina 
Wajed’s Aw ami League, the 
opposition has said that free 
elections are impossible 
under Mrs. Khaleda and has 
demanded she hand the 
country over to a neutral 
caretaker administration. 

Mrs. Khaleda is continu- 
ing as interim prime minis- 
ter after tbe parliament was 
dissolved last month and 
slammed opposition 
demands as unconstitution- 
al. 

In December last year, all 
147 'opposition MPs walked 
out of parliament and have 
been boycotting the house 
ever since. 

There has been no indica- 
tion when and if the two 
feuding sides will reach a 
settlement to end the crisis, 
but talks are under way to 
find a solution. 

In a statement marking 
Victory Day, Ml Biswas 
said: “However difficult the 
problem, inshallah (God 
willing) we will be able to 
resolve them.” 

Calling for further consol- 
idation of the democratic 
system, be said that a 
“dynamic ' democratic 
process is tbe key to nation- 
al progress and posperity.” 

His comments came as 
political commentators 
appealed for his interven- 
tion to break the stalemate. 

“There is a sense of pride 


today, but it is subdued by 
the realisation that the polit- 
ical crisis is threatening tbe 
democratic institutions.” 
said Mahftiz An am, editor 
of the Daily Star. 

“The political crisis is also 
a realisation that the leader- 
ship has failed to under- 
stand that development 
challenges are massive and 
herculean, and cannot be 
achieved without stability,” 
he added. 

Mrs. Khaleda and Mrs. 
Hasina issued separate 
statements calling for a 
strengthening of the democ- 
ratic process and a contin- 
ued commitment to tbe spir- 
it of the independence, war. 

Some three million people 
died in the former east 
Pakistan’s fight for inde- 
pendence, a movement 
which began in 1952 over 
demands for equal status for 
the Bengali language along 
with Urdu, Pakistan’s 
national language. 

“At a time when we are 
supposed to join bands and 
celebrate tbe silver jubilee 
of our victory against the 
Pakistanis we are locked in 
a power battle ourselves,” 
said Dhaka housewife 
Sheuli Rana Majumder. 

“Its a shame, because 
Pakistanis must be enjoying 
our political scene,” she 
added. 

Dhaka and Islamabad 
have since mended fences, 
but the war is still fresh in 
the minds of many 
Bangladeshis. 


S.Korean ex-President 
Choi refuses to cooperate 


SEOUL (R) — Former* 
South Korean President 
Choi Kyu-Hah refused 
to tell prosecutors 
Saturday his version of 
events leading up to a 
1979 coup and a later 
massacre — both of 
which are blamed on his 
successor Chun Doo 
Hwan. 

‘To be probed means 
setting a precedent, and 
that kind of precedent in 
the future could be used 
politically and would be 
a burden for many future 
presidents,” Mr. Choi 
said in a statement read 
by his lawyer to 
reporters. 

As a former presi- 
dent, it is not right to set 
a bad precedent for 
future presidents and 
leave them the burden,” 
said the statement read 
outside Mr. Choi’s 
house. 

“Although I may be 
criticised and have the 
arrow pointed at me, it is 
right that I, as a former 
president, maintain the 
administration’s legiti- 
macy and take this 
morally right choice.” 

Prosecutors left Mr. 
Choi’s house earlier 
after a second failed 
attempt to get him to 


explain the events sur- 
rounding Mr. Chun’s 
December 1979 grab for 
power. 

The coup led to an 
army massacre of civil- 
ian protesters in 


Kwangju in May 1980. 
Nearly 200 people were 
killed, by the official 


count. 

Mr. Choi was caretak- 
er head of state at tbe 
time of the coup* follow- 
ing the assassination of 
Park Chung-Hee in 
October 1979. 

Mr. Chun, who is in 
detention on charges of 
military rebellion stem- 
ming from the coup, has 
refused to eat since his 
arrest on Dec. 3 and 
drinks only barley tea. 
The ex-general faces 
indictment on Dec. 22. 

Since Mr. Chun’s 
arrest, prosecutors have 
questioned dozens of 
. people over the coup 
and the massacre, 
including his supporters 
and opponents at the 
time. 

Prosecutors grilled for- 
mer Prime Minister Shin 
Hyon-tfwak Saturday 
over the events which 
led to Mr. Chun and 
other leaders of the 1979 
coup extending martial 


law beyond Seoul. 

The imposition of mar- 
tial law countrywide led 
to the civilian revolt in 
Kwangju. 

Mr. Chun’s military 
classmate, Roh Tae- 
Woo, has also been 
questioned over the two 
events. Mr. Roh is now 
in detention awaiting 
trial Monday on unrelat- 
ed bribery charges. 

He will go on trial 
Monday together with 
eight tycoons and six 
others at the Seoul 
District Criminal Court 
on corruption charges. 

Mr. Roh is accused of 
accepting bribes worth 
$369 million while in 
office from 1988-93. He 
will be the first South 
Korean head of state to 
be put on trial. 

The ex-president has 
confessed to amassing a 
$654 million political 
slush fund during his 
tenure. 

South Korea’s 

Constitutional Court 
cleared the way Friday 
for a special law to pros- 
ecute Mr. Chun and Mr. 
Roh for their roles in the 
Kwangju massacre. 


formal application for mem- 
bership. 

In other matters, tbe sum- 
mit. while welcoming the 
upcoming elections in 
Russia, said the leaders 
hoped it “will strengthen 
respect for human rights 
and the consolidation of 
peace, stability arid security 
in Europe.” 

Friday’s move on tbe sin- 
gle currency was designed 
to quieten fear that the EU’s 
monetary project would be 
delayed, although some of 
the main issues, notably tbe 
relations between countries 
in the single currency and 
those outside were not 
decided. 

Giving the currency a 
name in the meantime — 
the Euro — will allow the 
LTnion to launch a publicity 
campaign to prepare a scep- 
tical public for the new 
money. 


Japan main 
opposition 
enters 
leadership 
battle 

TOKYO (R) - Japan’s main 
opposition Shinshinto 
(New Frontier Party) faces 
the danger of splitting after 
two powerful members 
announced rival leadership 
compaigns Saturday. 

The Dec. 27 contest will 
pit former Prime Minister 
Tsutomu Hata against 
backroom powerbroker 
Ichiro Ozawa. ' 

At a joint news confer- 
ence held shortly after the 
deadline for nominations, 
the two candidates clashed 
head-on for the first time in 
public over policy on the 
economy, welfare and mili- 
tary. 

While stressing the need 
for “drastic” economic, 
political and administrative 
reforms, the 53-year-old 
Ozawa said Japan should 
raise the unpopular three- 
per cent sales tax to 10 per 
cent within 11 years to 
fund government invest- 
ments, tax cuts and welfare 
costs for the aged. 

Mr. Hata, 60, who headed 
a fragile minority govern- 
ment for two months in 
1994, immediately 

attacked Mr. Ozawa over 
his proposal oo the sales 
tax. 

“You must not carelessly 
make any pledge ... 
Individual tax rates must be 
derided in light of overall 
economic conditions while 
defusing tbe mistrust and 
anxiety of taxpayers,” Mr. 
Hata, sitting next to Mr. 
Ozawa told the news con- 
ference. 

Mr. Hata also criticised 
Mr. Ozawa for proposing 
Japan set up a police con- 
tingent, separate from the 
nation’s self-defence forces 
(military), to take part in 
United Nations peacekeep- 
ing operations. 

Instead of creating such a 
special force, Japan should 
continue to send its mili- 
tary personnel overseas to 
take pan in U.N. Missions, 
he said. 

Some analysts and politi- 
cians say the Hata- Ozawa 
leadership battle could 
fatally split the one-year- 
old party, plunging 
Japanese politics into fresh 
political chaos. 

‘The party could risk the 
danger of a breakup if the 
intra-party feud was to 
escalate further," political 
commentator Kenzo 
Uchida said 

At Saturday’s news con- 
ference, however, Mr. Hata 
and Mr. Ozawa dismissed 
such speculation. 

“There is no worry ... The 
basis of democracy is elec- 
tions,” Mr. Ozawa said 
Mr. Ozawa played a key 
role in melding nine oppo- 
sition parties to form 
Shinshinto. Its main goal 
was to challenge Japanese 
politics dominated for 
decades by the Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP). 



A U.S.-Ied consortium and North Korea sign an accord for the supply of two light- 
water nuclear reactors to Pyongyang in a deal involving a halt to North Korea's exist- 
ing nuclear programme (AFP photo) 

N. Korea, consortium sign nuclear deal 


NEW YORK (R) — North 
Korea and a consortium of 
South Korea, the United 
States and Japan signed an 
agreement in New York 
Friday covering the supply 
of nuclear supplies and 
technology to the 
Communist state. 

The agreement calls for 
the consortium to provide 
two 1 ,000-megawatt light- 
water nuclear reactors to 
North Korea, to be complet- 
ed by 2003. 

In return Pyongyang will 
phase out older, graphite- 
based nuclear reactors capa- 
ble of producing large 
amounts of plutonium for 
nuclear weapons. 

The supply agreement is a 
step toward implementing 
an accord between 
Washington and Pyongyang 
reached in Geneva in 
October 1994 on a $4.5 bil- 
lion deal to freeze nuclear 
development in North 
Korea in exchange for the 
reactors. 

Ambassador-at-Large Ho 
Jong, who led the North 
Korean delegation, signed 
the agreement in New York 
with Ambassador Stephen 
Bosworth, leader of the 
Korean Peninsula Energy 
Development Organisation 
(KEDO) delegation, which 
groups South Korea, Japan 
and die United States. 

Talks on the agreement 
began in September in 
Kuala Lumpur and resumed 
a month later in New York. 

The accord had called for 
an agreement within six 
months, but “unfortunately 
we couldn’t make it in six 
months time,” Mr. Ho said. 


“We had to go through 
some turns and twists, some 
ups and downs...” 

“For KEDO ... this is only 
the beginning,” Mr. Bos- 
worth said. He said the 
agreement covers the pro- 
ject’s cement, how it will be 
paid for and tbe terms and 
conditions for how work 
will proceed. Without being 
specific, he said the most 
difficult moments came at 
the end of negotiations, 
when the “key, most impor- 
tant issues” still needed to 


be resolved. 
Many tec 


Many technical details 
remain, including selection 
of a prime contractor and a 
programme coordinator, 
which will be a U.S. engi- 
neering firm. Tbe firm will 
serve as the technical arm of 
KEDO in overseeing con- 
struction, Mr. Bosworth 
said. 

KEDO will also work out 
tbe details of financing from 
the U.S, South Korean and 
Japanese governments to 
reimburse contractors and 
subcontractors, he said. 
South Korea will play a 
“central role” and Japan a 
“significant role” in the 
financing, he added. 

In Washington, Dan 
Poneman of the National 
Security Council said South 
Korea would take the cen- 
tral role in financing the 
projecL 

He also said that earlier 
this year. North Korea 
agreed to KEDO’s right to 
select both reactor model 
and the prime contractor 
and, at that time, KEDO 
derided South Korea would 
provide the model and pro- 


vide tbe prime contractor. 

Asked whether North 
Korea already had built 
weapons with its nuclear 
fuel, Mr. Poneman said 
North Korea may have sep- 
arated enough plutonium 
before the agreed frame- 
work was in place for one or 
two nuclear weapons. 

KEDO, set up earlier this 
year, will first complete its 
survey of a tentative site for 
the reactors, Mr. Bosworth 
said. That will take several 
months, be said. 

Negotiators bad wrangled 
over wbo would build the 
infrastructure needed for 
tbe reactors. Ho said Kedo 
will undertake the site 
preparation and infrastruc- 
ture improvement 

Ho added that the agree- 
ment could pave the way to 
improved relations between 
North and South Korea, still 
technically at war following 
the 1950-53 Korean con- 
flict 

As the agreement is 
implemented, “the North- 
South dialogue could 
resume if such an environ- 
ment and atmosphere pre- 
vails that would facilitate 
such a dialogue ” Mr. Ho 
said. 

Mr. Bosworth added that 
the agreement would be 
kept regardless of changes 
in government In Seoul, 
President Kim Young-Sam 
Friday appointed Lee Soo- 
Sung, the nation's top legal 
scholar, as his new prime 
minister as part of a sweep- 
ing cabinet reshuffle 
expected in the next few 
days. 


Diana dismisses romance reports 


LONDON (Rl — Princess 
Diana has dismissed reports 
that wealthy bachelor 
Christopher Whaliey is the 
new man in her life, British 
newspapers said Saturday. 

The Daily Mail's Richard 
Kay, a reporter who has 
been briefed personally by 
Princess Diana in tbe past 
said the princess was “bitter 
and dismayed” at the appar- 
ent importance being 
attached to what she viewed 
as a casual relationship. 

“There simply is no 
romance. None whatsoev- 
er,” the Daily Express quot- 
ed an unidentified member 
of her inner circle of friends 
as saying. 

“He has met the princess. 
They share the same gym 
after all.. .She is entitled to 
have friends isn't she?” the 
Express said Ml Wballey 
was also sticking firmly to 
the just friends line. “So she 
has pboned me a couple of 
times — what exactly is the 


big deal?” it quoted him as 
saying. 

Tabloid newspapers had 
reported Friday that 
Princess Diana had begun a 
relationship with the 40- 
year-old property developer 
by asking him to buy her a 
cup of coffee after a work- 
out at an exclusive gym 
club in London’s fashion- 
able Chelsea district 

“What does a girl have to 
do to get a guy to buy her a 
cup of coffee round here,” 
tbe Sun quoted her as hav- 
ing asked Mr. Whaliey. 

Princess Diana, 34, 
estranged wife of heir-to- 
•tbe-throne Prince Charles, 
broke her normal routine 
Friday morning by missing 
her regular workout at the 
Chelsea Harbour Club 
Gym, avoiding a battery of 
press photographers staking 
out the entrance. 

Ml Whaliey arrived just 
before 8 a_m. in a Mercedes 
car with a male friend who 


shielded him from the cam- 
eramen. 

Princess Diana recently 
confessed in an exclusive 
BBC Television interview 
to having had an affair with 
James Hewitt a former offi- 
cer in a prestigious British 
army regiment. 

She and Prince Charles 
have two sons — Princes 
William and Harry. 

Pop star Sinitta was quot- 
ed by the Daily Mirror 
Saturday as saying she was 
Mr. Whalley’s real love and 
that there was “nothing 
romantic” between him and 
tbe princess. 

‘They are just good 
friends — he’s dating me,” 
said the 27-year-old singer. 

“Diana knows the situa- 
tion between Christopher 
and me. We ali have coffee 
and a chat at the club — 

they are very pally but that’s 
it” 


Roman Catholic shrine ready to 
receive Iranian Muslim faithful 


LISBON (Ri — Officials at the Roman 
Catholic shrine at Fatima, bracing for a 
rumoured invasion by Iranian Muslims, 
said any pilgrims would get a friendly wel- 
come as well as a homily on the “error” 
behind their visit* 

Fatima, one of the Catholic Church’s most 
venerated places, was recently portrayed on 
Iranian TV as being named after the daugh- 
ter of the Prophet Mohammad. 

According to Foreign Ministry officials in 
Lisbon. Iranians have been applying for 
visas for Portugal, citing plans for a pil- 
grimage to Fatima where Catholics believe 
the Virgin Mary appeared to three shepherd 
children in 1917. 

The shrine is also well-known as the site 
where Pope John Paul II survived a stab- 
bing attempt by a Spanish-born former 
priest in 1982 as he gave thanks for having 
recovered from an attempt on his life in 
Rome the year before. 

As yet no Iranians have made the trip to 


the site, 110 kilometres north of Lisbon, 
since the programmes about the shrine were 
screened in October. 

But the sanctuary, which is visited annu- 
ally by some four million Catholic faithful, 
would not turn them away if they did, the 
officials say. 

“The Iranians who come, whether as pil- 
grims or just visitors, will be welcomed by 
the sanctuary ” Fatima’s head of studies 
Luciano Cnstino, told Reuters Friday 

“But we would try to explain their error. 
This is not a Muslim shrine,” he said. 

The papal nuncio in Tehran was reported 
by Portuguese newspapers to have protest- 
er! to both the Iranian Foreign Ministry and 
the television station involved about what 
the Vatican sees as a distortion of history 

Sanctuary officials say pans of the pro- 
gramme were a deliberate attempt to wist 
the truth and amounted to more than just a 
^ise of contusion brought about bv the 
Arabic name of the site of the shrine. - 


Doctor: Jackson 
was 15 minutes 
from death 

NEW YORK (R) — P 0p 
star Michael Jackson was 
just 15 minutes from death 
when he collapsed earlier 
this month, his persona] 
doctor was quoted as say- 
ing Friday. Jackson col- 
lapsed during a rehearsal 
and w as rushed to a New 
York hospital on Dec. 6, 
suffering from a viral 
infection. He was dis- 
charged six days later. 
Separate statements by the 
hospital and Jackson’s 
agent Friday said Jackson 
was recovering well and he 
would be travelling to Paris 
and Euro Disney at the 
weekend. When para- 
medics reached the enter- 
tainer on stage at New 
York’s Beacon Theatre, his 
pulse was weak and his 
blood pressure “very, very 
low',” Dr. Allan Metzger 
told New York Post colum- 
nist Cindy Adams. 
“Michael was acutely .and 
dangerously ill for hoars,” 
Ms. Adams quoted the doc- 
tor as saying. “The hospital 
and the insurance-company 
doctors looked at his 
records and agreed he 
could have died in 15 min- 
utes. He had a non-feigned, 
non-psychiatric illness. An 
acute, severe and very real 
illness,” Jackson, 37, had 
been rehearsing for a Home 
Box Office (HBO) special, 
“Michael Jackson: One 
Night Only,” that has been 
postponed indefinitely. It 
was estimated the show, 
which was to have been 
broadcast on Dec. 10, 
would have drawn a world- 
wide audience of 250 mil- 
lion viewers. 

Playboy goes on 
sale in Ireland 

DUBLIN (AFP) — Play- 
boy magazine went on tbe 
sale for the first time in the 
Irish Republic Friday fol- 
lowing the lifting of a ban 
earlier this year by the cen- 
sorship of publications 
board. The January edition, 
with U.S. actress Pamela 
Anderson on the cover and 
an 11 -page spread of the 
Baywatch star posing nude 
inside, was selling very 
well and “creating lots of 
interest,” according to 
Eason's newspaper and 
book store in downtown 
Dublin. The magazine was 
outlawed in 1959 as an 
obscene publication by tbe 
Censorship Board, but a 
year-long campaign by 
Playboy's publisher led to 
the lifting of the ban in 
September. The magazine’s 
owners pointed out that 
Playboy is available 
throughout Europe, includ- 
ing the Vatican, and that 
while it was bought for pic- 
torial content, its articles 
had “breadth, stature and 
international appeal.” 

Mussolini’s 
limousine sold at 
London auction 

LONDON (R) — A sleek 
black limousine in which 
Italian dictator Benito 
Mussolini took Adolf 
Hitler touring in Italy 
before World War U was 
sold at a London auction 
for £241,500 ($370,800). 
The Lancia Astura Lungo, 
still decorated with Nazi 
and Italian fascist symbols, 
was built for Hitler’s visit 
in May, 1938, to, cement 
the “pact of steel” between 
the two nations. The limou- 
sine had been stored in a 
bam in Italy until 1980 
when restoration began. 

Christmas icon 
fetches record 
price 

LONDON (R) — A Byzan- 
tine icon depicting the 
Christmas story fetched a 
recoid £265.500, Christie’s 
auction house sajd. The 
Nativity Of Christ depicts 
Jesus in his crib, surround- 
ed by animals, the Virgin 
Mary and a host of angels. 
Sold as part of a collection 
of Byzantine and post- 
Byzantine panels and 
Russian icons, the piece 
ferched a world recoid for 
any icon sold at auction, 
the British auction house 
said. 
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Russians weigh up Yeltsin’s 
warnings on eve of election 
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R u ssia n soldiers stand near the Presidential Palace ruins in the centre of Grozny daring the second day of the elec- 
tkms for local authorities and Russia n State Duma representatives (AFP photo) 

u.s. 

House 
approves 
defence 
bill 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
The House of Represen- 
tatives approved a $275 
billion defence bill Friday 
that the White House said 
President Bill Clinton 
would veto primarily 
because it would require a 
costly U.S. and-missile 
defence by 2003. 

The House approved the 
bill 267-149 and sent it to 
the Senate for final 
approval, possibly 

Tuesday. It approved the 
bill without change despite 
a White House paper warn- 
ing that “in its current form 
the president would veto 
it." 

The bill is $7 billion 
more than Mr. Clinton 
asked and authorises ships, 
warplanes and other 
weapons he did not 
request It also repeals 
Congress’s 1993 mandate 
that only 20 B-2 

STEALTH bombers could 
ever be baiit for a maxi- 
mum total of $44 billion, 
although it does not imme- 
diately authorise more. 

The bill also authorises a 
third cold-war-era Seawolf 
submarine that Mr. Clinton 
did request. 

But the White House 
objected primarily to a pro- 
vision carrying out the 
House Republicans’ 
“Contract With America" 
campaign pledge to speed 
up development of a sys- 
tem to defend the United 
States against limi ted mis- 
sile attacks by small hostile 
countries. The bill would 
establish a U.S. policy to 
construct the defence and 
require that it be developed 
for construction starting in 
2003. 

“The bill would require 
deployment by 2003 of a 
costly defence system to 
defend the United States 
from a long-range missile 
threat which the intelli- 
gence community does not 
believe will ever materi- 
alise in the coining 
decade," the White House 
paper said. 

It said that would need- 
lessly cost tens of billions 
of dollars and set “U.S. 
policy on a collision 
course" with the 1972 
U.S.-Soviet and- ballistic 
missile treaty because it 
would likely require more 
than the one U.S. anti-mis- 
sile missile site permitted 
by that treaty. 

The White House said 
Russia might retaliate by 
stopping implementation 
of die strategic arms reduc- 
tion treaty (START-1) re- 
ducing U.S.-Russian nuc- 
lear weapons and refusing 
to ratify START-2, which 
would reduce them further. 

The bill would restrict 
Clinton's authority to com- 
mit U.S. troops to U.N. 
Peacekeeping operations 
and cut his $371 million 
request to $300 million for 
aid for former Soviet 
republics. 


Moscow (R) — Reform - 
weary Russians spent the 
eve of Sunday’s parliamen- 
tary poll weighing up a 
warning by President Boris 
Yeltsin not to return to the 
past against the Commu- 
nists' insistence they had 
modernised themselves. 

“Besieged" said a front- 
page cartoon in Sovietskaya 
Rossi ya of a voter sur- 
rounded by a forest of plac- 
ards representing each of 
the 43 parties competing for 
places in the State Duma 
lower bouse of parliament. 

Saturday was supposed to 
give the Russian 
Federation’s 104 million 
voters a break from the con- 
stant bartering by candi- 
dates who have virtually all 
promised what people long 
for most — stability, order 
and an end to economic cri- 
sis. 

But the daily most closely 
linked to the Communist 
Party could not resist hav- 
ing the last word after the 
battering President Boris 
Yeltsin gave it in a nation- 
wide television address 
Friday. 

Responding to opinion 
pollsters' predictions of a 
big showing for the 
Communists, Mr. Yeltsin 
appealed to voters spread 
east to west across 11 time 
zones and from the Arctic 
Circle to the southern 
steppes, not to vote for the 
“faces of the past”. 

Without mentioning the 
Communist Party by name, 
he reminded voters of the 
repression and shortages of 
the old regime and issued a 


dark warning of the risk of 
civil war posed by those 
who wanted to restore the 
Soviet Union. 

By the same token an 
open letter from the 
Communist Party on the 
front page of Sovietskaya 
Rossiya did not directly 
refer to Mr. Yeltsin’s speech 
but highlighted the follow- 
ing in bold type: 

“Our party has undergone 
a hard analysis of the mis- 
takes of the past Its ranks 
have been cleansed by life’s 
tests, a modem view on 
how to revive the economy, 
destroy crime, regenerate 
the state, improve our life 
has been worked out" 

In a separate commentary 
the paper took a swipe at 
Mr. Yeltsin. 

“The bankruptcy of the 
current regime has been 
clear since October 
1993...The leaders have 
gone nuts ” it said, referring 
to two incidents which 
sparked criticism of Mr. 
Yeltsin’s rule and fuelled 
rumours about the presi- 
dent’s drinking habits. 

While political giants 
slugged it out, Russians pre- 
pared polling stations, in 
one case adding fresh paint 
to one of the statues of 
Lenin which still grace 
many public places. 

Voting has already started 
in outposts in the furthest 
flung regions of the worid’s 
biggest country. Helicopters 
brought voting booths to 
reindeer herders in Chita 
near the Chinese border 
while in the Far East sailors 
were taking an active part in 


the election, ITAR-TASS 
news agency said. 

The main voting starts in 
the far east at 1900 GMT 
Saturday and ends in 
Kaliningrad on the Baltic at 
2000 GMT Sunday. 

TASS was one of several 
commentators to say that 
whatever the result, the 
election would not have 
much immediate effect on 
policy because of a presi- 
dential poll due in June. 

“Whatever the make-up 
of the next Duma, there will 
scarcely be any fundamen- 
tal changes in Russia's 
domestic political life...The 
parliamentary election will 
basically become a kind of 
first round of the presiden- 
tial poll,” said TASS. 

“There’s no doubt that the 
first half-year of the work of 
the Duma will be given over 
to preparations for those 
elections, which are most 
important for Russia." 

Russia’s constitution, 
passed following Mr. 
Yeltsin’s violent clash with 
ha r dliners in parliament in 
1993, gives the president 
sufficient powers to over- 
rule the legislature. 

While he is expected to 
sacrifice some ministers 
like softly spoken Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev, 
analysts do not predict 
major policy changes 
before the June election. 

But a strong Communist 
showing in Sunday’s poll 
would be bound to influ- 
ence the presidential vote 
and tiie way Mr. Yeltsin 
handles the Duma 


Clinton has no serious challenge 
in New Hampshire primary 

WASHINGTON (R) — 

President Bill Clinton, at a 
two-year high in opinion 
polls, Friday became the 
first Democratic president 
in three decades to avoid a 
serious challenge in the 
New Hampshire primary. 

As filing closed for the 
primary, which traditionally 
kicks off the presidential 
election season, Mr. Clinton 
was left with a clear field in 
the Democratic race. 

New Hampshire will hold 
its primary for the 1996 
election on Feb. 20, when 
Democrats and Republicans 
in the state each vote for 
their presidential nominee. 

Clinton campaign aides 
hailed the passing of the 
deadline as a milestone in 
the president's re-election 
bid. 

“This is highly signifi- 
cant It shows support for 
this president is both wide 
and deep. In strategic terms, 
we can already start prepar- 
ing for the general election 
against our Republican 
opponent," said Deputy . 

Campaign Manager Ann 
Lewis. 

On the Republican side, 
nine major candidates regis- 
tered for New Hampshire. 

The frontrunner by a wide 
margin is Senate majority 
leader Bob Dole. 

The last Democratic pres- 
ident to be spared a chal- 
lenge in New Hampshire 
was Lyndon Johnson in 
1964. Having to fight off a 


primary opponent in the 
state has gravely wounded 
several mcumtient presi- 
dents of both parties. 

In 1968, Johnson decided 
not Lo seek re-election after 
Eugene McCarthy scored a 
strong second place in New 
Hampshire. In 1976, Gerald 
Ford was hurt by the chal- 
lenge of Ronald Reagan. In 
1980, Jimmy Carter barely 
fought off Massachassetts 
Sen. Edward Kennedy, and 
George Bush lost his aura of 
invincibility after conserva- 
tive commentator Pat 
Buchanan divided 

Republicans by grabbing 37 
per cent of the vote in New 
Hampshire four years ago. 

Mr. Clinton deterred sev- 
eral possible challengers 
this year by quickly amass- 
ing a $40 million war chest, 
which he will now be free to 
use against the Republican 
presidential nominee. 

“Clinton can continue to 
focus on being president 
and pursuing his agenda 
unencumbered by the need 
to be out on the campaign 
trail,” Democratic Party 
Chairman Don Fowler said. 

Another potential threat to 
Mr. Clinton also seems to 
be receding. Civil rights 
leader Jesse Jackson, who 
said he was considering an 
independent presidential 
bid next year,, now appears 
to be leaning against it after 
his son this week won elec- 
tion to the House of 
Representatives as a 


Democrat 

Mr. Fowler said specula- 
tion over Rev. Jackson’s 
intentions was likely to ebb 
and flow in the next six 
months, but “I believe and, 
and 1 have always believed, 
he will not run." 

Anyone can register for 
the primary by paying 
$1,000, and several minor 
candidates did submit their 
name s agains t Mr. Clinton. 
The best-known was 
Lyndon Laroucbe, a fire- 
brand who has run for the 
presidency five times and 
who served jail time after 
being convicted of conspir- 
acy in 1988. 

The welcome news for 
Mr. Clinton came at a time 
when his approval ratings in 
public opinion polls have 
crept above the 30 per cent 
mark, higher than they have 
been for nearly two years. A 
New York Times/CBS poll 
this week found that 61 per 
cent of those questioned 
thought the president was 
really trying to find a solu^ 
tion to the budget crisis and 
47 per cent approved of his 
handling of the economy. 

Fifty four per cent said 
Mr. Clinton was more con- 
cerned about doing what 
was best for them and their 
famili es. Only 36 per cent 
said that about the 
Republicans. And in a one- 
to-one contest, Mr. Clinton 
was projected as beating 
Sen. Dole by 52 per cent to 
40. 


Russians forces face fierce 
resistance to Chechen 



GROZNY, Russia (R) — 
Gashes between Russian 
forces and Chechen rebels 
rambled on in the break- 
away region’s second city 
Saturday, Russian military 
officials said. 

The repots from local and 
Moscow-based officials 
contradicted a . statement 
Friday by Interior Minister 
Anatoly Kulikov, who said 
Moscow forces had re- 
gained control of Guder- 
mes, some 30 kilometres 
east of the Chechen capital. 

Another group of rebels 
resisting Moscow’s ■ 

attempts to stage national 
and local elections in the 
separatist region held parts 
of a big village, Urus- 
Martan, but there was no 
violence there. 

A Moscow-based Defence 
Ministry spokesman con- 
firmed by telephone a 
report from Interfax News 
Agency that quoted the 
local military command as 
saying clashes continued in 
Gudermes. 

Interfax said three 
Russian servicemen had 
been killed in the last 24 
hours and another 13 
wounded, a much lower fig- 
ure than Thursday, when a 
group of rebels infiltrated 
Gudermes. 

Mr. Kulikov, quoted by 
ORT public television, said 


Friday 32 Russian soldiers 
were killed and 41 wounded 
in the fighting in Gudermes. 
The defence spokesman 
said his ministry estimated 
rebel losses at around 100. 
There was no independent 
confirmation of this or the 
latest news from the region. 

Gudermes, a major rail- 
way link between Russia 
proper and the trans- 
Caucasus, was completely 
sealed off by Russian troops 
and reporters were barred 
from approaching it. 

In Grozny, s malt arms and 
automatic rifle fire sounded 
all through the night, more 
intensive than an average 
level of shooting, and flares 
often illuminated the devas- 
tated city. 

But in the morning, the 
city turned quiet in sunny 
and cold weather and there 
few people in the streets. 

In Urus-Martan, 20 kilo- 
metres to the southwest of 
Grozny, about 100 rebel 
fighters still held several 
buidings, including a com- 
munication centre. a 
Reuters camer aman said. 

The village remained 
mostly neutral in one year 
of fighting between 
Chechen separatists, led by 
Dzhokhar Dudayev, and 
Russian troops sent to the 
region last December to try 
to bait the rebels’ attempt to 


break away from Russia. 

Thousands of civilians, 
rebel fighters and Russian 
servicemen have been 
killed in the conflict. Most 
of Grozny is still in ruins. 

One of the fighters told 
Reuters his unit came to 
Urus-Martan to stop a 
Moscow-imposed election. 

"These elections are ille- 
gitimate...This is just a 
show. They have them just 
to give an appearence that 
the polls took place,” said 
rebel Commander Isa 
Kbadzhiev. 

After two days of voting 
for deputies to the Russian 
parliament and for a new 
regional leader, the 
Electoral Commission put 
turnout in Grozny at nearly 
50 per cent, ITAR-TASS 
news agency said Friday 
night. 

“The elections in 
Chechenya are on the whole 
progressing successfully," 
President Boris Yeltsin’s 
envoy to the region, Oleg 
Lobov, told TASS. 

Yet journalists in Grozny 
saw only limited voting 
activity and any voting was 
unlikely to be staged at all 
in the southern mountains, 
held by Dudayev forces. 

Voting began Thursday 
and will continue until 
Sunday in the mostly 
Muslim region of one mil- 


lion people. The rest of 
Russia votes Sunday. ■ 

Ruslan Khasbniatov, a 
former Russian parliamen- 
tary speaker and the only 
serious challenger to the 
Moscow-appointed Che- 
chen leader, Doku Zavga- 
yev, pulled out of the local 
election, calling the vote a 
fraud and Mr. Zavgayev a 
puppet. 

In Moscow, a polling sta- 
tion opened Saturday for 
Chechens living there and 
most of those who trickled 
in said they backed Mr. 
Zavgayev. 

Interfax News Agency, 
quoting refugees from the 
second city in rebel 
Chechenya, said Saturday 
the bodies of those killed 
were lying in the streets. 

It said wounded Russian 
soldiers evacuated from 
Gudermes reported that 40 
per cent of it had been 
destroyed 

One of the soldiers said 
the fighting between 
Moscow’s forces and the 
Chechen rebels resembled 
the battle for the capital 
Grozny in January. 
Thousands of people were 
killed in Grozny and the 
city was virtually destroyed. 

"It is another January," 
the soldier told Interfax. 


Mandela: S. African transition remarkable 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
President Nelson Mandela 
said Saturday that South 
Africans had made an irre- 
versible break with the past 
and had undergone a 
remarkable transition to 
reclaim their humanity. 

“There are few countries 
which dedicate a national 
public holiday to reconcilia- 
tion. But there are few 
nations with our history of 
enforced division, oppres- 
sion and sustained conflict," 
| Mr. Mandela said in a mes- 
sage marking National 
Reconciliation Day. 

Bnt be said there were 
even fewer countries which 
had undergone such a 
remarkable transition to 
reclaim their humanity. 

“We have, in real life, 
declared our shared alle- 
giance to justice, non- 
racialism and democracy 
our yearning for a peacefiti 
and harmonious nation of 
equals,” Mr. Mandela said. 

Mr. Mandela, who came 
to power in May 1994, said 
South Africans realised that 
healing the wounds of the 
past and freeing themselves 
from its burden would be a 
long and demanding task. 

He said his unity govern- 
ment had chosen Dec. 16 as 
Reconciliation Day because 
the past had made it a living 
symbol of bitter division. 

“Valour was measured by 
the number of enemies 
killed and quantity of blood 
that swelled our rivers and 
flowed in the streets,” the 
president said. 

Under white rule, the day 
was marked as the day of 
the vow by white Afrikaners 
whose pioneer ancestors 
pledged themselves to God 
after defeating the Zulus at 
the Battle of Blood River in 


Natal on Dec. 16. 1838. 

Mr. Mandela, who spent 
27 years in apartheid South 
Africa’s prisons and who 
lost many comrades-in- 
arms in the fight against 
white rule, said reconcilia- 
tion did not mean forgetting 
or trying to bury the pain of 
conflict. 

“Two terrible defects 
weakened the foundations 
of the modern .South 
African state that were laid 
at die great upheaval at the 
beginning of the century. 
Firstly, it was rested on die 
treacherous swamps of 
racism and inequality. The 
second defect was the sup- 
pression of truth," he said. 

Commenting on the role 
of a truth commission set up 
to probe crimes undo: 
apartheid, Mr. Mandela said 
it was created to help South 
Africans manage the more 
difficult aspects of healing 
the nation's wounds. 

“Reconciliation means 
working together to correct 
the legacy of past injustice,” 
Mr. Mandela said. 

In Cape Town, Truth 
Commission head 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
told the first meeting of the 
body that its role was not 
that of an inquisition. 

“We must scotch that 
rumour or suspicion from 
the outset. We are meant to 
be a part of the process of 
the healing of our nation, of 
our people, all of us, since 
every South African has to 
some extent or other been 
traumatised," he told the 
meeting, called to discuss 
procedural issues. 

Meanwhile gunmen killed 
at least 10 people, including 
a six-month-old child 
strapped to its mother’s 
back, in South Africa’s 


volatile Zulu heartland 
Friday night, police said 
Saturday. 

The attacks on the 
Inkatha- supporting families 
took place a few hours after 
President Mandela said he 
and his Zulu rival, Inkatba 
leader Mangosuthu 

Buthelezi, would launch a 
new initiative to end politi- 
cal violence in Kwazulu- 
Natal. 

"Violence in this province 
is of such a magnitude that 
it is a matter of concern to 
(Buthelezi) and myself,” 
Me Mandela told reporters 
after meeting the lukatha 
Freedom Party (EFP) leader 
and about 30 other Zulu 
tribal chiefs in Durban. 

Police Captain Nelson 
Thomas in the south coast 
town of Paddock told 
Reuters that gunmen burst 
into a homestead at about 
7.30 p.m. Friday and 
opened fire on the occu- 
pants, killing five and 
wounding four. 

CapL Thomas said about 
an hour later the gunmen 
attacked another homestead 
a kilometre away, killing 
five more people. 

“The same tiring hap- 
pened. They burst into the 
house and opened fire, 
killing two men, two 
women and a six-month old 
child. 

“Both families were 
Inkatha supporters. We 
believe the attacks were 
politically linked but we’re 
still checking this," CapL 
Thomas said. 

He said the attacks 
occurred in the rural 
Nsimbini area, about 130 
kilometres south of Durban. 

David Memela, a field- 
worker with Practical 
Ministries, a church-based 


agency which helps victims 
of violence, told Reuters the 
Nsimbini area had a history 
of political violence. 

“There has been a lot of 
political tension and vio- 
lence there. But there has 
also been criminal killings. 
We’re not sure about the lat- 
est killings," he said. 

Mr. Mandela said Friday 
that be and Ml Buthelezi, 
home affairs minister in 
South Africa’s unity gov- 
ernment, had to come up 
with a plan to move the 
peace process forward. 

“Whoever is responsible 
for it...we are all now 
involved in the violence and 
future historians will say 
this violence, this slaughter- 
ing of innocent people, 
occurred when (Buthelezi) 
was the leader of the EFP, 
and I the leader of the 
African National Congress, . 
and that it is our duty to 
ensure we work together to 
put an end to violence," Mr. 
Mandela said. 

At least 13,000 people 
were killed in political vio- 
lence between supporters of 
Mr. Mandela’s African 
National Congress and 
those of Inkatha in the 
volatile province during the 
decade leading up to the 
April 1994 democracy elec- 
tions, but since then politi- 
cal unrest has largely 
slumped. 

The ANC won the nation- 
al elections and control of 
seven out of nine provinces. 
Inkatba, which won power 
in Kwazulu-Natal is 
demanding virtual autono- 
my in the province. Hie for- 
mer ruling National Party 
holds power in the other 
non-ANC controlled 
province, the Western Cape. 


Italian government faces third test next week 


ROME (R) — Italian Prime 
Minister Lamberto Dim’s 
survival in two confidence 
votes showed opposition 
leader Silvio Berlusconi’s 
bark was worse than his 
bite, commentators said 
Saturday. 

“The budget is safe, at 
least untij Monday," the 
daily La Repubblica said in 
an editorial the day after the 
government came from 
behind to win two confi- 
dence votes called to ram its 
1996 budget through the 
Chamber Of Deputies . 

The government faces a 
third test Monday or Tues- 
day over another “umbrella 
amendment” to the finance 
bill 

"Is the government safe 
then top?" the paper asked. 
“Do (Friday’s) double con- 
fidence votes automatically 
mean that Dini can continue 
for another six months?” 

Italy -takes over the six- 
month presidency of the 
European Union on Jan. 1 


and must decide before then 
whether there will be an 
early general election a 
whether Mr. Dini, an 
unelected technocrat pre- 
mier, should stay in office 
during the term. 

La Repubblica was doubt- 
ful. “Well no,” it said. “The 
handful of votes which have 
saved the budget up till now 
don’t add up to very much 
and cannot be a strategy ” 

Mr. Dini called the confi- 
dence votes over "umbrella 
amendments" to its deficit- 
cutting finance bill after the 
chamber presented more 
than 2,000 amendments that 
would have held up its pas- 
sage and could have opened 
the door to costly provision- 
al spending. 

Mr. Berlusconi's centre- 
right bloc seized on the 
motions as a chance to bring 
down the government. Mr. 
Dini, who has no assured 
majority in the bitterly- 
divided chamber, looked in 
real danger. 


But walk-outs to avoid 
taking part by deputies — 
chiefly those on the rigbr — 
in defiance of party whips 
saved Mr. Dini’s skin. He 
won the first motion by 14 
votes and the second by 13. 

For the second time in as 
many months, Mr. Dim also 
needed support from 
Communist deputies to 
swing the confidence vote. 

On the last occasion, in 
October, he won supporters 
by promising to offer to 
hand in his resignation by 
the end of the year once the 
budget was approved by 
both houses of parliament 
The left-leaning Corriere 
Della Sera said whatever 
happened in the third vote 
next week, Mr. Berlusconi 
would not succeed. 

“If the government wins 
the (house’s) confidence, all 
very well ” it said. “The 
centre-right bloc will have* 
once again demonstrated 
that its bark is worse than its 
*biie. 


‘If it does not win, even 
better, because the centre- 
right will have to present 
itself to the electorate as a 
coalition of irresponsible 
people,” it said. 

Mr. Berlusconi has been 
pressing for a swift dissolu- 
tion of parliament and elec- 
tions in February. Mr. Dini 
himself has made it clear he 
would prefer to stay on to 
guide Italy through the 
European term ami the 
launch of an important EU 
review in March. 

The centre-left bloc, 
which supports Mr. Dini, 
has suggested waiting at 
least until then, or holding 
elections in May. 

But Mr. Berlusconi’s 
allies were still talking 
tough. 

The leader of one of the 
small centrist parties, which 
voted against the govern- 
ment after much soul- 
searching, said Mr. Dini 
“had now reached the end 
of the road". 
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Posture vs posturing 


THE IRAQI regime has been repeatedly held re- 
sponsible for the suffering of its people by denying 
them basic foods and medicines that could have been 
financed from the sale of limited amounts of ofi under 
U.N. Security Council Resolution 986. Many quarters 
have expressed outrage at this Iraqi posture every 
time the Iraqi regime turned down yet another 
opportunity to sell some of its oil under Resolution 986 
as indeed happened a few days ago. Critics from the 
four corners of the world have blamed Iraq for 
seemingly putting a higher premium on its pride and 
sovereignty rights than on the basic needs of its 
poverty and sickness stricken people. 

What has been left largely unsaid is why Iraq might 
be against accepting Resolution 986. 

On taking a closer look at that resolution it would 
be easily discerned that the real problem lies else- 
where and not in Baghdad’s insistence on absolute 
sovereignty rights over the regime under which its ofl 
would be sold and marketed. For starters, Iraq is 
asked under the terms of the resolution to transport 
its oil through the Turkish pipeline at the exclusion of 
every other outlet. On this score alone, it coold be 
legitimately asked why Iraqi oil must be shipped 
through one specific means or another if the prime 
purpose of any such sale is to solve some of Iraq’s 
pressing humanitarian needs and compensate victims 
of the Gulf war. There is do reasonable humanitarian 
or administrative justification that we are able to see 
Or detect between permitting Iraqi oil sales under 
international supervision and confining shipments 
through a specific pipeline. The only viable explana- 
tion is that there must be other considerations than 
humanitarian or control related agenda that fie 
behind the decision to restrict oil sales through one 
outlet at the expense of all others which can also be 
internationally controlled and supervised. 

The picture becomes even more troubling when it is 
discovered that revenues from the oil sales would be 
spent on Iraqis under international supervision not 
for the purpose of assuring their dispensation on 
humanitarian or equitable basis but rattier on other 
grounds that seem to be purely political. A classic 
example of the incredible formula for revenue alloca- 
tions under the resolution in question is the insistence 
that money earned by any such oQ sale would be spent 
on regional basis within the country and under direct 
control and supervision of the U.N. In other words, 
the north of Iraq, the home of Iraqi Kurds, would 
receive direct financial aid generated by the sale of oil 
from the international organisation without the Iraqi 
authorities having any say in the matter. The end 
result becomes obvious and indeed untenable. The de 
facto separation of the north would end up being 
financed and consolidated by Iraqi oO revenues. In a 
round about way, therefore, Baghdad is called upon 
to foot the bill of its own division and dismemberment. 
There is little wonder, Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz was not able to stomach the international 
deal being repeatedly offered to his country for selling 
its oil even though that would be at the expense of his 
own hungry’ and sick people. 

This is not meant to absolve the Iraqi regime from 
its prime responsibility for bringing the country and 
people to the irreversible disasters when it was 
obvious to all that catastrophe was in the making the 
minute Iraqi troops invaded Kuwait. For this much 
the Iraqi leadership can never be forgiven. But 
Baghdad can be forgiven for not accepting at face 
value the terms of Resolution 986 as it is presently 
construed because it has become dear that there is 
more in that “humanitarian” resolution than meets 
{ the eye, and Iraq is justified in being cautious about 
implementing it. 

It is up to the U.N. now to offer something more 
concrete and more reasonable. The idea is not to make 
it impossible for Iraq to accept any and all offers. The 
goal is to help the Iraqi people survive under these 
extremely difficult circumstances. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER in AI Ra’i daily strongly criticised the Israeli 
authorities for barring a 5fK»-member delegation from 
Jordan to cross into the West Bank and take part in 
celebrations in Nablus marking the end of occupation of 
that city. Israel’s action can only strengthen the will and the 
determination of the peoples of the two sides of the River 
Jordan tc help one another in the face of injustice, and 
mobilise their efforts and their potentials to end occupation 
for good. said Mahmoud Rimawj. The writer said Israel’s 
action can by no means weaken the Jordanian and the 
Palestinian people as the only means to ensure stability and 
security for the region- Israel’s prevention of the delega- 
tion. which included former ministers, deputies and sena- 
tors, from entering the West Bank was by no means 
justified and has manifested the fact that the Israelis arc not 
yet ready for genuine peace with either the Jordanians or 
the Palestinians, added the writer. 


j MOHAMMAD BARHOUM. a writer in AI Ra'i daily said 
j Saturday that the end of the war in Bosnia came as a result 
[ of the U.S. interference in warring parties, and has 
| therefore enhanced the credibility of the United States in 
j world affairs. If the U.S.-led coalition of Western forces 
! succeeds in enforcing the agreement signed in the past 
j week in Paris. Europe will no doubt be safe again; and the 
l Western alliance will prove that it is in control of the 
i situation, said the writer. But if the war erupts again in the 
[ 'Balkans, i; will be a catastrophe for the world community 
at # large, because it will mean no power can ever stop 
regional strife whether in Europe or other parts of the 
; world, he added. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Failed AI Fanek 


Economy to grow by 20 per 


cent in 3 years 


THE MINISTER of finance told the Parliament that 
Jordan agreed with the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) on a new programme of economic adjustment 
covering three-years, 1996-1998, which are the remaining 
three years under the present seven-year programme, 
1992-1998. 

Describing the programme as new is an overstatement. 
After four years of year-to-year targets and measures, the 
IMF is now ready to approve a three-year package of 
reforms and objectives, the performance of which will be 
reviewed on yearly basis. 

The new .arrangement worked out with the IMF will 
satisfy a condition attached to the latest Japanese soft loan 
extended to Jordan. The loan can be withdrawn only when 
Jordan has a new adjustment programme approved by tbe 
IMF. With this three-year programme, Japan can rest 
assured that its financial help will not be used to delay die 
ongoing reform but to enhance it. 

A major benefit which will accrue to Jordan under the 
new programme is that the Paris Gub will no longer be 
called upon to reschedule instalments falling due every year 
or every 18 months as was the case. It will agree to 
reschedule in advance all the instalments falling due over 
the coming three years, thus showing its confidence that 
Jordan's commitment to carry on with reforms will be 
honoured. 

The new programme will call for a rather high rate of 
economic growth, up to 6.S per cent per annum instead of 
tbe 4.5 per cent envisaged by the original programme 
drawn around the end of 1991. 

This ambitious objective indicates that most of the 


required structural adjustment measures have already been 
implemented. Jordan crossed the point of no-retum 
regarding the liberalisation of its economy and its market 
Orientation. Time is now ripe to shift the emphasis from 
reforms to growth, in order to expand the economy by over 
20 per cent in three years, before the extensive repayment 
of debts will start to take place in 1999 and beyond. 

Jordan may experience during the coming three years a 
very high growth rate due to two reasons. First, the 
economy got rid of many distortions, restrictions and 
obstacles and is ready to take off. Second, Jordan is 
expected to receive sizeable transfers of capital in the form 
of grants, soft loans and private investments, which will 
make the target of such a high growth possible. 

The salient features of the new programme will be the 
commercialisation of some public sector corporations and 
the privatisation of others, pricing government services 
such as water and electricity in a way to recover economic 
costs, and tbe adjustments needed by industry and agricul- 
ture to survive tbe impending fierce competition that comes, 
with opening up to the global market. 

Jordan will by no means be compelled to continue 
working with the IMF in formulating adjustment program- 
mes. Most likely, Jordan will “graduate” by the end of 
1998. The process of rescheduling will be terminated. All 
instalments falling due after that date will be either related 
to new loafts signed after the cut-off date of January 1 , 1989 
and consequently not eligible for rescheduling, or instal- 
ments which were previously rescheduled in 1989 and 
thereafter, falling due as of 1999 and beyond, which are 
also not subject to rescheduling. 


‘Putting the cart before the horse’ 


By Aaunar Khauunasb 


AT A RECENT speech at 
The Friends of Archaeolo-’ 
gy, the Minister of Tourism 
and Antiquities, Abdul 
Illah Ai Khatib, pointed the 
importance of Wadi Rum 
first as a site of tourism 
attraction and then-in the 
second place as a site of 
natural importance. This 
makes it clear that the 
Ministry of Tourism and 


Antiquities is “putting the 
cart before the horse.” 


Is tourism itself an attrac- 
tion? If so then the ministry 
is -on the right track. But if 
nature, in Wadi Rum - is 
attracting tourism then the 
minister should give prior- 
ity to efforts that conserve 
the site. To conserve the 
source of attraction and 
manage a harmless tourism 
activities - something that 
we all agree is needed - is 
what sustainable tourism is 
all about. The ministry 
should manage tbe flow of 
tourism within Jordan and 
around sites of natural 
wealth and give priority of 
management within the 
area of natural conservation 
to ecologists, botanists, and 
other experts who arc not 
directly under the pressure' 
of touristic needs but rather 
technically dealing with the 
protection of the resource 
itself. 

Examples of tourism 


given more priority than 
conservation of touristic 
sites are seen all over Jor- 
dan. In Um Qais, the minis- 
try has started preparing a 
parking lot. The job was 
tendered to a contractor 
who bulldozed an olive 
grove of the Ottoman 
period. Um Qais has lost a 
major olive grove of the 
19th century and is now left 
with a Hellenistic wall with 
scores of the teeth of bull- 
dozer, these are the re- 
mains of an era of fast 
decisions, of archaeology 
being dragged by short- 
sighted plans, and of plac- 
ing touristic needs before 
protection. 

After the dealing of the 
olive grove was done, 
someone found out that the 
buses cannot enter the nar- 
row street in the modem 
part of the village. At this 
point the ministry started to 
plan for another road that 
will cut through the other 
remaining olive grove to the 
east of the Acropolis, which 
has a subterranean tomb 
furnished with sarcophagi 
and swinging basalt door. 

Given tourism the prior- 
ity over archaeology has 
also motivated the ministry 
to think of opening die site 
of Um Qais as “internation- 
al excavation site” to exca- 
vate and finish all for total 
display of dry to tourists, in 
this thrust which is driven 


by the tourism market the 
Department of Antiquities 
and other international 
Archaeological institutions 
as well as individuals who 
lived in Um Qais for years 
and invested a lot of efforts 
and emotions are all kept 
on the periphery; tourism 
conies first, and then fol- 
lows scientific excavation, 
publication, conservation 
and site interpretation. 

If with every change of 
government we see that 
much changes as we have 
■seen in Um Qais, then there 
will be in few years more 
physical remains added by 
the ministry on archaeolo- 
gical sites than archaeology 
itself. 

Dbana Project has re-' 
garded conservation as 
more important than access 
to tbe site but it still has 
them both. When Mr. Kha- 
tib says that “Dhana was an 
expensive project" then be 
is underestimating the price 
of naturai/cultural site de- 
gradation or even loss. We 
are obviously selling cheep. 
Aiming for the fast dollar; 
we are uprooting and sell- 
ing the olive tree as wood 
for immediate profit rather 
than waiting for the eternal, 
annual olive. 

In the absence of a 
national park authority and 
the existence of the Royal 
Society for the Conserva- 
tion of Nature (RSCN) 


which has proven to be one 
of Jordan's most successful 
NGOs, tbe Ministry of 
Tourism should look at the 
RSCN and get a free ride 
on it's pioneering success in 
managing natural heritage. 
The ministry should care 
for each individual tourist 
outside as well as within 
Wadi Rum without having 
to reinvent the wheel of 
taking care of Wadi Rum's 
Ibexes and wild poppies. 


If we agree that Wadi 
Rum is a natural asset for 
Jordan, then the Aqaba Re- 
gional Authority should 
also remain an umbrella 
over specialised agencies 
with expertise in nature 
conservation. We all have 
seen the result of “touristic 
improvement" on the 
beaches of Aqaba which 
meant casting thousand of 
cubic metres of reinforced 
concrete on the beach-line 
in shape of theatre, plaza 
and promenades all of 
which have been expensive 
and with negative impact on 
the environment and clearly 
an eyesore. 


God save what has re- 
mained of our sites. 


The writer is a Jordanian 
architect who has been in- 
volved in archaeological re- 
search and renovation. He 
contributed the above arti- 
cle to tbe Jordan Times. 


Big powers hope Bosnia deal 
also ends their pain 


By Nicholas Doughty 

Reuter 


PARIS — For the United 
States, Russia and West 
European powers, tbe trea- 
ty ending the Bosnian war 
offers the chance to heal 
self-inflicted wounds after 
more than three years of 
squabbling and humiliation. 

Leaders from tbs major 
powers put on an impress- 
ive display of united resolve 
in Pans on Thursday, lining 
up to pledge cash, troops 
and moral support to make 
sure tbe peace lasts. 

The United States, 
France and Britain are pro- 
viding the backbone of a 
60,000-strong force, led by 
the NATO alliance, to im- 
plement the Bosnia deal. 
With Germany, Russia and 
! others, they are discussing a 
multi-billion dollar recon- 
struction package. 

'"The international corn- 


created an atmosphere of 
confusion and mistrust that 
threatened to have lasting 
consequences. 

When Yugoslavia fell 
apart in 1991, European na- 
tions — high on post-cold 
war euphoria and dreams of 
closer integration — told 
Washington they could 
handle the crisis in their 
own backyard. They turned 
out to be wrong. 


munity will work with you 
to change the face of Bos- 
nia," U.S. President Bill 
Clinton told leaders from 
former Yugoslavia at the 
Paris signing ceremony. 

Not long ago, the picture 
was rather different 

Differences between the 
United States, its European 
allies and Russia, as well as 
arguments between NATO 
and the United Nations, 


The United States at first 
stayed aloof, then got into 
trouble with its allies and 
Moscow by suggesting 
NATO air strikes twinned 
with rearming Bosnia’s 
Muslim-led government. 

Accused by the Euro- 
peans of sniping from the 
sidelines, Washington then 
effectively scuppered a 1993 
peace plan and consistently 
refused to join key allies 
like France and Britain in 
potting troops on the 
ground in Bosnia as U.N. 
peacekeepers. 

All of the major powers 
agreed on one thing — that 
full-scale military interven- 
tion was too risky. 


taunting and even killing 
the U.N. peacekeeping sol- 
diers. 

With international frus- 
tration growing at the shell- 
ing of Sarajevo and other 
horrors, NATO finally 
threatened in February 
1994 to use its air power. 
Even then, its air raids were 
mostly pinpricks that 
angered the Seifrs but did 
little to deter them. 

Russia, deeply suspicious 
of NATO involvement in 
Bosnia and feeling it had 
been left on the sidelines, 
made threatening noises 
about a return to the cold 
war and there seemed little 
chance of new initiatives to 
end the war. 


among tbe combatants, 
provided the opening that 
resulted in the U.S.- 
brokered peace deal. 

The Bosnian war has 
shown that the line between 
traditional peacekeeping 
and military enforcement 
can become uncomfortably 
blurred, raising difficult 
questions about future 
U.N. peacekeeping mis- 
sions and the involvements 
unthinkable a few years 
ago. New precedents have 
been set, old taboos 
broken. 


Instead, the lightly aimed 
U-N. “blue helmets” were 
left in an impossible posi- 
tion, as the Bosnian Serbs 
and others broke agree- 
ments and ceasefires as if 
they hud never existed. 


Five major powers — the 
United States. Russia, 
France, Germany and Bri- 
tain — formed a “Contact 
Group” last year to try to 
overcome their disagree- 
ments. Ft produced a peace 
plan which the Bosnian 
Serbs rejected out of hand. 

By then, the credibility of 
NATO, the European Un- 
ion and the United Nations 
were seriously battered. 
Trans- Atlantic ties, solid in 
decades of East- West con- 
frontation, were fast 
fraying- 

It was not until this year 
that events on the ground, 
coupled with war-weariness 


NATO, a defensive 
alliance which never fired a 
shot in anger during the 
cold war, is now mounting 
its biggest operation in sup- 
port of peace — and 
beyond its borders. 


Germany has committed 
itself to taking pan, break- 
ing another taboo. Russan 
troops will work alongside 
the NATO command, as 
will forces from Eastern 
Europe and elsewhere. 

And France, frustrated 
by European impotence in 
former Yugoslavia, 
announced last week that it 
would return to closer milit- 
ary links with the U.S.-led 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation after almost 
30 years of keeping a cool 
distance. 
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Will coffee 
prices fall 
tomorrow? 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


WITHOUT FURTHER 
ado, what's new with the 
coffee saga? Some new nas- 
ty developments have 
occurred. Let's evaluate 
our coffee logs so far. 

■ We were told by the 
coffee importers (there are 
only four of them) last year 
that because of a bad har- 
vest which decreased the 
supply of coffee, resulted in 
a world shortage of coffee 
and, as a result, coffee 
prices have increased worl- 
dwide. Therefore, coffee 
prices in Jordan must also 
increase. 

■ Several months back 
coffee prices decreased 
“worldwide." Our very 
own consumer-loving Asso- 
ciation of Foodstuff Traders 
(AFT) told the press that 
the coffee sold in Jordan 
had been bought at the 
“high prices” and until new 
quantities are bought at the 
new, low price. Jordan will 
have to bear-up and con- 
tinue to compensate the 
merchant for his lack of 
foresight. 

■ Last week, the Cus- 
toms Department 
announced that shipping 
documents prove that the 
coffee being sold in Jordan 
had been bought at the new 
low prices. So some people, 
the coffee merchants, have 
been making a fortune out 
of gouging Jordanian coffee 
drinkers for at least three 
months. 

■ Last Monday the AFT 
appealed to coffee mer- 
chants (retailers) to lower 
their prices to avoid in- 
terference by the Ministry 
of Supply. The merchants' 
greatest fear is a price ceil- 
ing on coffee like the one 
already imposed on tea. 


■ The Ministry of Supply 
announced that if coffee 
prices do not fall by tomor- 
row then coffee will become 
subject to government pric- 
ing and a government im- 
posed price ceiling will be 
enforced. 

Based on the above it 
seems that all the con- 
cerned parties agree that 
there is no reason for coffee 
prices to remain high, and 
coffee prices will fall by 
hook or by crook. Howev- 
er, three questions come to 
mind: First, why do the 
coffee merchants balk at 
lowering the price? Second, 
why are the retailers asso- 
ciations making statements 
to validate their actions in- 
stead of competing among 
themselves for customers? 
Third, if the coffee business 
is obviously so profitable 
why haven't any new Jorda- 
nian merchants recently en- 
tered this market to share in 
these profits? 

The answer to the first 


question is straight forward: 
The coffee merchants have 
no incentive to lower prices 
and in fact will try to delay 
this action for as long as 
possible in order to con- 
tinue to generate thier 
monopoly profits. The 
money they will continue to 
make, under no penalty 
from the law. is hard to 
replace. These merchants 
should be turned, in to the 
judicial system and thev 
should be investigated for 
gouging the public. The 
fines they should pay for 
illegal price fixing should be 
commensurate with the 
gains made by engaging in 
anti-competitive behaviour. 

A similar situation 
emerged the U.S. during 
Desert Storm when in of! 
companies increased the 
price of oil one day after the 
invasion of Kuwait even 


though 3(1 oil imported 
from the Middle East had 
been purchased two months 
earlier. The price hike was 
two months early. The oil 
producers were sued by 
consumer protection agen- 
cies and the federal govern- 
ment fined these firms an 
amount in the neighbour- 
hood of S400 million which 
went to the U.S. treasury. 
The same should apply in 
Jordan. The cases are 
almost identical. The trad- 
ers should be given incen- 
tive not to rip-off de- 
fenceless consumers, and 
the government can use the 
extra cash. 

The answer to the second 
question has been repeated 
in my writings here and 
elsewhere and it boils down 
to empirical fact: The cof- 
fee market is controlled by 
four importers who set their 
prices in collusion with each 
other. This is evidenced in 
letter to the retailers pub-, 
lished last week in the Ara- 
bic press. Joint actions as to 
price allude to collusion. 
Collusion in pricing is not 
competition, but the re- 
verse. By this token, the 
coffee market is an uncon- 
trolled monopoly which 
needs to be regulated, and 
the producers’ collusive be- 
haviour needs to be made 
illegal. Price fixing by pri- 
vate sector parties will not 
only hamper development 
of a specific sector but will 
also destroy public faith in 
the private sector as whole. 
Furthermore, allowing 
monopolistic practices to 
continue will cause the pri- 
vatisation process to be : 
halted as people assert that 
privatisation means the re- 
placement of government 
monopolies by private 
monopolies. This would be 
a travesty: Both are ineffi- 
cient and hurt the public. 

The third question con- 
cerning the absence of entry 
of new importers to com- 
pete with the old estab- 
lished ones is also not diffi- 
cult to answer and doesn’t 
need more than a bit of 
speculation on our part. Im- 
agine that you were to 
attempt to enter into the 
business of importing cof- 
fee. It is not a difficult 
affair, all you need is credit 
at the bank and a few dinars 
to spare. Your profit is a 
guaranteed 500 per cent 
plus: Where else can you 
get this kind of profit mar- 
gin? Rational behaviour 
dictates entry so why hasn't 
there been a rush to this 
market? I believe the 
answer is that a de facto 
coffee cartel does not per- 
mit entry which is one of 
the dangers of having a 
monopoly in our midst. 

Where is the consumer in 
all this? Sadly enough, the 
Jordanian consumer is non- 
reactive. The price goes up, 
he/she pays the price. The 
price goes down he/she still 
pays the price. These are 
either signs of an addictive 
behaviour whereby every 
good becomes a necessity 
or indications of an inability 
to voice one's own opinion. 
Both behaviour traits are 
not healthy. 

Where is the Consumer 
Protection Agency? It too is 
moving very slowly. This 
slowness is costing the con- 
sumer his/her livelihood 
and the squandering of Jor- 
dan's scarce resources on 
inefficient consumption. 

Having said all the 
above, one must see the 
necessity of Jordanian anti- 
trust laws. How else can we 
ensure that a free market 
system will evolve in Jor- 
dan? Lei's not wait too 
long. 
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King urges Iraqi dissidents to unite 


(Continued from page 1) 

“People who represent all 
the different mosaics that are 
Iraq should come together to 
send a message to every Iraqi 
to assure the Iraqis that 
national reconciliation is 
there and the Iraqis will re- 
main together and maybe to 
give Iraqis some idea about 
what the future holds for 
them,"' King Hussein said. 

“Our role is to tell them 
that if they have several diffe- 
rent ideas and approaches, 
they should try to come 
together and put them 
together and act in the in- 
terest of Iraq," he said. 

The King said that the peo- 
ple of Iraq were suffering as a 
result of both internal and 
external pressures. 

On the internal front, “in 
the absence of democracy, 
pluralism and respect for hu- 
man rights, Iraq has suffered 
tremendously" despite its 
vast oil wealth, be said. 

On the external front, the 
sweeping international sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq follow- 
ing its August 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait have “denied the 
Iraqi people of what they 


need and require." 

“We have always been ex- 
tremely concerned with the 
situation in Iraq (and) the 
suffering of its people," said 
the King. “We have always 
been dedicated to the cause 
of alleviating their suffering." 

The secretary said the Iraqi 
regime was continuing its 
efforts to build military 
weapons and referred to the 
interception in Amman last 
month of Russian-made gyro- 
scopes destined for Iraq. The 
gyroscopes could be used in 
long-range missiles. 

“Jordan has taken clear 
steps recently to make clear 
its opposition to Saddam,” 
Mr. Christopher said. “Sad- 
dam is still making efforts to 
acquire weapons of mass des- 
truction as evidenced in the 
last few days.” 

He praised Jordan's “wil- 
lingness to prevent that from 
happening die interception of 
some parts that were going" 
into Iraq. 

Iraq has denied that it had 
ordered the gyroscopes, esti- 
mated to cost about $25 mil- 
lion, and said a “Jordanian 


agent" had offered to bring 
them to Iraq but the Baghdad 
government had turned down 
the offer. 

Iraq has been under sweep- 
ing U.N. trade sanctions that 
ban all Iraqi exports and im- 
ports except food and medi- 
cine since it invaded Kuwait. 

The Saddam regime re- 
mains in full control of Iraq 
while opposition groups are 
bickering among themselves, 
been plagued by infighting. 
Iraq's 210 million people are 
suffering due to the economic 
crisis brought on by the 1980- 
88 war with Iraq and the 
United Nations sanctions im- 
posed. 

“We share a very strong 
opposition to (Iraqi Presi- 
dent) Saddam Hussein,” Mr. 
Christopher said. 

Mr. Christopher said the 
U.S. supported the King's 
desire for Iraq to remain un- 
ited and for steps to show “a 
unity" among those opposed 
to President Saddam. 

“What the King is trying to 
do and what many are trying 
to do is to find the basis for 
most effectively doing that" 


Syria, and Israel to resume negotiations on Dec.27 


(Continued from page 1) 

the U.S. secretary to Israel 
with “ideas and concepts." 

Mr. Christopher took them 
up at a Sabbath dinner with 
Mr. Peres. It was called a 
private dinner because dev- 
out Jews refrain from con- 
ducting business from night- 
frill Friday to nightfall Satur- 
day and the Peres govern- 
ment wants to avoid crossing 
that sizeable segment of the 
electorate. 

In Damascus, he said he 
might return to see Mr. 
Assad again, depending on 
what he bears from Mr. 
Peres. 

King Hussein told a joint 
press conference with the 
Christopher in Aqaba: “I 
hope that before long we will 
see a realisation of a dream of 
a comprehensive peace in the 
region. 

Meanwhile, Damascus 
Radio said: “Syria is working 


for peace and is ready to put 
wqrds into action when Israel 
declares its readiness to with- 
draw" from the Golan 
Heights. 

“Full peace depends on fall 
withdrawal," from the 
strategic plateau, it said. 

The English-language 
Syria Times also heralded a 
“new attitude" in Israel and 
said “it might well be a good ■ 
sign leading to bringing the 
process back on back again." 

A senior U.S. official said 
the two sides had dropped 
their pre-conditions for res- 
tarting their peace talks. 

“They are much more 
open and there is a sense that 
. now is the time to press 
ahead," he said. 

Mr. Peres outlined in talks 
in Washington this week with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
several ideas including the 
creation of joint working 
groups to negotiate simul- 
taneously all the obstacles to 
peace. 


Mr. Christopher has re- 
fused to go into details, but 
the Israeli press has spoken 
of several scenarios including 
Israel's willingness to recog- 
nise Syrian sovereignty over 
the Golan.* 

Meanwhile, Mr. Christ- 
opher announced after his 
talks with Mr. Arafat that be 
would attend a Jan. 9 gather- 
ing of donor nations in Paris 
and repeated Washington's 
support for the first Palesti- 
nian elections on Jan. 20. 

He also praised the swift 
implementation of the Israel- 
Palestinian accord signed on 
Sept. 28 to extend Palestinian 
autonomy across the West 
Bank. 

“There has been remark- 
able progress in establishing 
the institutions of self- 
government in Jericho,” Mr. 
Christopher said. “We are 
very encouraged by the prog- 
ress in implementing the in- 
terim agreement” 


PNA-Hamas talks delayed 


(Continued from page 1) 

with visiting U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
in the West Bank town of 
Jericho. 

The Hamas side is ex- 
pected to include the eight 
Palestinians from the West 
Bank and Gaza as well as 
three leaders from outside 
the territories — Mohammad 
Nazal, the Hamas repre- 
sentative in Jordan, and 
politburo members Imad Al 
Alarm and Khaled Mishal. 

The meeting will mark the 
fifth time Mr. Arafat has met 
the group's leaders since 
Hamas was set up in 1987 to 
contest the PLO's dominance 
in the West Bank and Gaza. 

PNA seats allocated 

The PNA, meanwhile, 
allocated seats for its 83 
member legislative council in 
its 16 electoral districts, 
according to a statement 
issued by the central election 
commission. 

“Within the constituency 
of Jerusalem two seats are 
reserved for declared Christ- 
ian candidates, as well as two 
in Bethlehem, one in Ramal- 
Jah and one in Gaza.” it said. 

Thirty four seats will be 
allocated to the Gaza Strip’s 
five constituencies. 

Mr. Arafat is running to be 
elected president of the ex- 


ecutive branch of the legisla- 
tive council. 

Mr. Arafat convened in 
Nablus a PNA meeting on 
Friday at which time he told 
cabinet members wishing to 
run for election they bad until 
Saturday to tender their res- 
ignations. 

“Some of us have resigned 
in front of President Yasser 
Arafat and the preisdent has 
authorised us to continue in 
our jobs until the 22nd of this 
month,” PLO official Nabil 
Shaath said. 

In Gaza City more than 

10,000 supporters of Hamas 
Saturday, cheeripg speakers 
who pledged to pursue armed 
struggle until the “total li- 
beration of Palestine” from 
Israeli rule. 

‘To kill Jews is a divine 
command, it brings you clos- 
er to God,” proclaimed one 
banner hung out at the Yax- 
mouk stadium where the rally 
was organised. 

Hamas also reaffirmed that 
it would boycott the Palesti- 
nian elections. 

The demonstration was 
called by Hamas to mark the 
eighth anniversary of the 
start of the Intifada. 

The group issued its first 
tract on Dec. 14, 1987, sever- 
al days after the anti-Israeli 
unrest erupted across the 


West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“We confirm that we will 
pursue the Jihad until the 
total liberation of Palestine,” 
declared Mohammad Saleh 
Taha, a Hamas official from 
the Bureij refugee camp in 
Gaza. 

“God commands us to 
fight our enemy," he said. 

Mr. Taha reiterated 
Hamas' rejection of the 
PLO's autonomy agreements 
with Israel and its refusal to 
participate in the upcoming 
vote. 

“We will never accept (the 
autonomy accords) because 
they do not guarantee us our 
minimum limits, ” be said. 

“That is why we say clearly 
that we will not participate in 
the elections," he said, 
prompting chants of “we will 
not participate’’ from the 
crowd. 

Mr. Taha said the Cairo 
talks would focus on an 
attempt to “carry on a serious 
dialogue with the Palestinian 
Authority to improve Palesti- 
nian society and ensure 
everyone’s security." 

He also welcomed the re- 
lease by the self-rule author- 
ity this week of Hamas offi- 
cial Sayyed Abu Musameh, 
but added that “this is not 
enough.'* 

Mr. Musameh's release 
had been a key pre-condition 
set by Hamas for attending 
the Cairo talks. 


GIA killed two leaders 


(Continued from page 12) 

More than 35,000 people 
have died in fighting since the 
government annulled elec- 
tions in January 1992 that the 
FIS was poised to win. 

Unidentified armed men 
meanwhile shot and killed 
retired Algerian Colonel 
Nourredine Zerdani while he 
was shopping at a market in 
the centre of town, family 
members reported Friday. 

Zerdani, 63, the former 
head of military health ser- 
vices. was the fourth military 
officer to have been killed 
this month. 

No one claimed responsi- 
bility for the attack, but the 
GIA has claimed several 
assassinations of military per- 
sonnel in the past. 

There has been a resurg- 
ence of violence in Algeria 
since the Nov. 16 election of 
President Liamine ZerouaJ, 
appointed head of a caretak- 
er government last year. The 
balloting registered a large 
turnout despite threats by re- 
bels to kill voters. 

Among the more bloody 


acts of the four-year-old con- 
flict, the GIA claimed re- - 
sponsibility for a bomb attack 
last January in Algiers in 
which at least 42 people died 
and nearly 300 were wound- 
ed. 

It also hijacked a French 
airliner last December and 
then murdered four priests in 
Algeria to avenge the hijack 
failure. 

Said and Redjam were kil- 
led in GIA stronghold some- 
70 kilometres southwest of 
Algiers. 

Said was a leading figure in 
the FIS before it was out- 
lawed. He was arrested in 
July 1991 when heavily 
armed police stormed a news 
conference in Algiers at 
which he told journalists he 
had taken over the FIS lead- 
ership to fill the gap caused 
by the earlier arrests of its 
original leaders. 

Aged about 48, Said — 
whose real name was Lounis 
Blekacem — was later jailed 
for 10 years but after several 
months in custody resurfaced 
as one of the leaders of the 


GIA, a hardline group wheih 
believed power would only 
come from the gun. 

He was reputed to be num- 
ber four in the GIA lead- 
ership, with responsibility for 
its political committee. 

The man responsible for 
recruiting both Said and Red- 
jam into the GIA ranks, 
Ahmad Zenini, was reported 
killed by security forces last 
March. 

Redjam, aged about 38, 
was head of the office of 
jailed FIS leader Abassi 
Madani. But two months af- 
ter the authorities in January 
1992 cancelled the general 
election, Redjam moved to 
the hardliners of ihe FIS who 
had always opposed taking 
part in the elections, believ- 
ing the authorities would nev- 
er let Muslim fundamentalists 
gain power peacefully. 

Al Hayat said the two men 
were killed by so-called Alge- 
rian Afghans, militants who 
went from Algeria to train in 
Afghanistan to fight along- 
side Afghans against the 
Soviet army. 


Russia’s Leninists plot their comeback 


King 

honours 

officials 

(Continued from page 12) 

ceremony were Prime Minis* 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
Royal Court Chief Marwan 
Al Qasem, acting Governor 
of Aqaba Fayez Khasawneh, 
the commander of the south- 
ern military region and other 
senior officials. 

King Hussein, who earlier 
toured areas affected by the 
tremors, said he arrived in 
Aqaba two days earlier and 
was reassured by officials at 
the municipality on the con- 
ditions in the city. 

“Thank God, losses are 
almost negligible and are 
only cracks in some very li- 
mited buildings, which, 
seemingly, were not built in 
accordance with the construc- 
tion codes followed in 
Aqaba,” the King said. 

He said panic struck sever- 
al families in the dty, leading 
them to evacuate their homes 
and live in tents, and added 
that this should not have 
been the case. * 

“This behaviour is in no 
way justifiable because build- 
ings in this valley, which is 
known as an earthquake 
area, are designed to with- 
stand quakes. King Hussein 
said.' The various media in- 
stitutions were to blame in 
making the people feel 
threatened in a way or 
another by showing damages 
caused by the quake in nei gfa- 
bouring countries, he said. 

He said to reduce the con- 
sequences -of tremors, there 
should be cooperation among 
the countries of die region 
and added that codes of con- 
struction should be followed 
strictly. 


By Alastair MacDonald 
Renter 

ST PETERSBURG — 
Smolny, the leafy Petra grad 
district that Lenin made the 
command centre of the 
Russian revolution, has 
come full circle. 

The city has changed its 
name from Leningrad to its 
original Tsarist title of St. 
Petersburg. Its liberal 
mayor now sits in the Smol- 
ny institute, the school for 
young ladies requisitioned 
by the Bolsheviks as their 
headquarters in the Octo- 
ber uprising. 

Across Isaakievskaya 
(formerly dictatorship of 
the proletariat) square 
stand the offices of the 
Coca-Cola company, which 
aims to quench a 75-year 
thirst for Western soda pop. 

In a cramped, dusty little 
room in the same building, 
Yuri Terentyev is planning 
to turn the clock back. 

Under a portrait of the 
Bolshevik leader and red 
banners proclaiming the 
slogans of 1917 — “power 
to tiie people”, “workers of 
the world unite” — the 
local secretary of the Rus- 
sian Communist Workers' 
Party (RKRP) proudly 
claims Lenin's mantle and 
warns of a new revolution if 
socialism is not restored 
soon. 

“Liberalism destroys any 
state. It has destroyed our 
state, sooner or later it will 
destroy your (Western) 
states," he said. 

“Only communism can 
save mankind... democracy 


is the foundation of fasc- 
ism.” 

An affable and articulate 
engineer, Mr. Terentyev 
dismisses Gennady Zyuga- 
nov's Communist Party of 
the Russian Federation 
-fKPRF) as too right-wing. 
The KPRF is widely ex- 
pected to become the big- 
gest group in parliament 
after elections on Decem- 
ber 17. 

In an unconscious echo of 
his fellow tenant's advertis- 
ing slogan, Mr. Terentyev 
insists ms party is “the real 
thing.” 

“We are the communists. 
Not pink, not brown. But 
real red communists,” he 
told Reuters, branding 
Zyuganov both a social 
democrat and a national 
socialist who had aban- 
doned Lenin’s precept of an 
international brotherhood 
of revolution. 

An unreconstructed de- 
termination to recreate the 
Soviet Union, renationalise 
the economy, scrap parlia- 
ment and the presidency 
and redistribute the nation- 
al wealth puts the RKRP at 
the extreme left of Russia’s 
political spectrum. 

Viktor Anpilov, a rous- 
ing street-corner orator in 
the best Leninist tradition, 
is its best-known national 
figure. 

He was jailed for his part 
in the 1993 parliamentary 
uprising against President 
Boris Yeltsin, which led to 
the party being barred from 
that year's election, hand- 
ing Zyuganov's group the 
chance to monopolise com- 
munist representation in 


the state Duma (lower 
house). 

Mr. Terentyev says his 
party aims to work within 
the present constitution, at 
least for now. In doing so, 
he injects a Tare note of 
criticism for his spiritual 
guide by saying Lenin was 
wrong to boycott the pre- 
revolutionary Tsarist parlia- 
ment. 

It has no chance of win- 
ning the five per cent of the 
national vote needed to get 
it into the state Duma as a 
party, although some of its 
members might win seats in 
single-member constituen- 
cies. 

With a membership of 
about 65,000, its biggest in- 
fluence may be to confuse 
electors confronted with 43 
parties on the federal list 
and to draw votes away 
from Zyuganov’s commun- 
ists. 

Mr. Zyuganov rebuffed 
an olive brand) from the 
hardliners to form a united 
communist list for the elec- 
tions. But Mr. Terentyev 
says his party has not given 
up hope of forming a coali- 
tion. 

He is optimistic about its 
prospects and claims a 
growing support from Rus- 
sian disillusioned by the 
economic hardships caused 
by the collapse of the com- 
mand economy. 

Conceding that much of 
the party’s membership is 
from the older generation, 
Mr. Terentyev, who is in his 
50s, says young people who 
have tasted the disappoint- 
ments of Russia's new 
wheeler-dealing market are 


also signing up for Lenin. 

"Young people have 
tried tbeir hand at small 
business, have set up kiosks 
(makeshift shops) and 
they're starting to under* 
stand things now.” he says. 
“It’s not theory which de- 
termines the political pro- 
cess. It's the economic 
situation, it’s life itself. It 
teaches people better than 
the communists.” 

He rejects the idea that a 
return to the past would 
destroy personal freedoms 
and set Russia once more 
on a path of confrontation 
with the West. 

“We don't think com- 
munism and totalitarianism 
are the same,” he said, dis- 
missing the abstract notion 
of freedom as a “petty 
bourgeois,” obsession 
directed against the state. 
And the real danger to 
peace was not a return of 
communism but the rise of 
a new world order domin- 
ated by strong Western gov- 
ernments. 

So. if they fail to win 
power through the ballot 
box, would Smolny once 
again become the nerve 
centre of revolution? 

Mr. Terentyev, citing 
Friedrich Engels, insists no 
true communist would ever 
support a coup by a minor- 
ity party. 

“But rf you drive the peo- 
ple to revolt, I will be with 
the people," he said. 
"When the people are 
driven to revolution... then 
the communists will help 
them." 


NATO faces 

(Co nt i n ued from page 1) 

lined to secure the airport at 
Tuzla which will be head- 
quarters for the 20,000 
American NATO contingent 
operating in north and east 
Bosnia. 

Some 13,000 British troops 
will be responsible for central 
and western regions and 

10,000 French forces will con- 
trol Sarajevo and the south. 

A Russian force will be 
based in a sensitive sector of 
northern Bosnia as part of 
ground-breaking cooperation 
between NATO and the Rus- 


irst hurdle 

sian military. 

Despite the snow and fog. 
Sarajevo airport was open for 
the arrival of vital logistics 
equipment and NATO 
spokesman Major Simon 
Haselock denied the huge 
troop movement would miss 
its deadlines. 

“The weather is a factor, 
we knew it would give us 
problems but at the moment 
we are not systematically 
affected," he told reporters 
in the Bosnian capital. *‘We 
are on time and on sche- 
dule." 

NATO’s generals have 


planned for a logistics night- 
mare in Bosnia and neigh- 
bouring countries which the 
troops will cross from bases 
in Western Europe. 

Bosnia is a mountainous 
country with a limited net- 
work of narrow roads -and 
wrecked bridges, impossible 
to repair during the fighting. 

The alliance deployment is 
taking place in the worst of 
the winter months, with units 
on the ground still uncertain 
of the reception awaiting 
them from local armies often 
under the sway of. truculent, 
warlords. : 

“Sixty thousand people — 
and stuff — passing through 
these countries into Bosnia- 
Herzegovina is an eye-. 


opener," said General Bill 
Farmen, the force's support 
commander. 

“How you orchestrate it so 
you don't damage the (trans- 
port) arteries and so you 
don’t create chaos for people 
... is something that is a daily 
concern for us." 

The man who will com- 
mand NATO's ground troops 
in Bosnia, British 
Lieutenant-General Michael 
Walker, stressed his men 
would be prepared to fight to 
enforce the peace deal. 

, "Our aim is to go and help 
those people develop, peace 
in their country and the 
chances of doing that are 
probably better than they 
ever have been,” he said in 


Germany. 

But he added: “Everyone 
must understand that there is 
a clear willingness by my 
forces to use the war-fighting 
systems that we are taking 
with us." 

IFOR is supervising a 
peace treaty under which a 
Muslim-Croat federation 
takes control of 51 per cent of 
Bosnia with the rest occupied 
by Serbs who resisted inde- 
pendence from former 
Yugoslavia. 

The main difficulty for the 
smooth implementation of 
the agreement is a plan to 
hand Serb suburbs of 
Sarajevo back to the control 
of the government. 


Unions keep 
heat on Juppe 

(Continued from page 1) 

Police put the Marseille 
turnout at an up to 60,000 but 
AFP reporters said the rally 
was about three-quarters the 
size of a massive march Tues- 
day that brought a record 

150,000 people on the streets. 

In Roanne, central France, 
a record 15,000 people mar- 
ched, according to the trade 
unions with many private sec- 
tor workers taking part. 

There were also big de- 
monstrations in Toulouse and 
Bordeaux, where Mr. Juppe 
is mayor, in the southwest, in 
Lyon in the east and other 
provincial cities. 

Marc Blondel, leader of 
the independent Force Ouv- 
rierc trade union, said he was 
hoping for a response from 
Mr. Juppe later Saturday to 
his demand that negotiations, 
scheduled for next Thursday, 
be brought forward. Mr. 
Viannet has made a similar 
demand. 

Opposition Socialist Party 
leader Lionel Jospin said Mr. 
Juppe would come out of the 
crisis weakened, “(ike a 
politician incapable of nego- 
tiating reforms and of hand- 
ling a social movement in a 
modern and dignified way.” 
Former Prime Minister 
Michel Rocard accused Mr. 
Juppe of “ruling with the big 
stick.” 

Hie timid drift back to 
work started after Mr. Juppe 
gave up a plan to cut public 
sector retirement benefits 
and agreed to renegotiate a 
restructuring plan for the rail- 
ways, which are 175 billion 
francs ($35 billion) in debt. 

These were the two key 
issues behind the rail strikes, 
which have snowballed into 
France's worst social crisis 
since the May 1968 student 
revolts. 

The social security system's 
accumulated debts will total 
250 billion francs ($50 billion) 
by the end of the year. 

The state railway company 
SNCF said Saturday that 194 
out of 356 railway workers' 
union branches voted to re- 
sume working, but union 
groups in Marseilles and 
Toulouse in the south are 
maintaining stubborn resist- 
ance. 
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Economy 


Report: Asia shifting focus 
away from dollar to yen 


TOKYO (AFP) — Asia’s 
currency authorities appear 
to have shifted their focus 
away from the U.S. dollar 
towards the yen to counter 
inflationary pressures and to 
protect foreign debt hol dings , 
Japan’s Economic Planning 
Agency (EPA) has said. 

In its white paper on the 
world economy, the EPA 
noted that as the U.S. dollar 
depreciated against the yen in 
the first half of 1995, “many 
Asian currencies actually 
strengthened against the dol- 
lar... which is different from 
the usual reaction to dollar 
depreciation phases.” 

It said currency authorities 
had chosen to follow the yen, 
rather than the dollar, to 
reduce inflationary pressures 
due to the growing Japanese 
share of the Asian import 
market, up from 18.1 per 
cent in 1985 to 22.1 per cent 
in 1993. 

The EPA said another 
reason was that depredation 
of the yen would make yen- 
based debt increase in dollar 
or local currency terms. 

“The falling share of Asian 
exports on the U.S. market — 
.from 25.7 per cent in 1985 
down to 22.3 per cent in 1993 


— might allow these curren- 
cies to appreciate: against the 
dollar,'* it said of the dedin- 
ing reliance on doliar- 
denominated markets. 

Mitsurc Tania chi, director 
of overseas research at the 
EPA and author of the white 
paper, said: “Because of 
those elements we have seen 
some delinkage (from the 
dollar).” 

EPA tables showed that 
Malaysia allowed the ringgit 
to dimb nearly 10 per cent 
against the dollar, and as a 
consequence saw only about 
a 10 per cent fall against the 
yen, while the Indonesian 
rupiah, which followed the 
dollar down, suffered a near 
20 per cent depredation 
against the Japanese unit. 

Other economies to let the 
dollar slide were South 
Korea, Singapore, China, 
Taiwan and Thailand. 

Hong Kong, which pegs its 
dollar to the greenback, had 
little alternative and suffered 
a more than 15 per cent slide 
against the yen. 

In 1985, when the yen 
appreciated sharply with the 
Flaza Accord, when the dol- 
lar's value was pushed down 
on world foreign exchange 
markets, Asian currencies 


depreciated by more than 15 
per cent and as much as 25 
per cent against the Japanese 
unit as they followed the U.S. 
dollar down. 

Mr. Taniuchi said the in- 
dications were that “the cur- 
rent freed would continue... 
the linkage between the 
Asian currencies and the 
U.S. dollar would be weak- 
er.” 


The growing preference for 
Asian currencies to follow 
the yen rather than the dollar 
poses the oft-asked question 
of the yen replacing the 
greenback as at least a re- 
gional unit of exchange. 


“In the Asian region the 
yen can be a very promising 
candidate, but the yen has its 
own problems," Mr. 
Taniuchi said, adding: 
“There is still the fact that the 
dollar is more convenient to 
use.” 

“But if Japanese financial 
markets can be deregulated, 
further so that the yen would 
be an easier to use currency, 
then gradually it is possible 
that the use of the yen would 
increase,” he said. “My per- 
sona] view is that such a 
development can only occur 
very gradually.” 


EU paves way for trade accord 
with South American countries 


MADRID (AFP) — The 
European Union (EU) and 
the fledgling couth American 
trade bloc Mercosur Friday 
signed a landmark coopera- 
tion agreement designed to 
pave the way for a free trade 
accord. 

The deal between the 15- 
nation union and Mercosur, 
which comprises Argentina, 
Brazil, Paraguay and Uru- 
guay, contains no immediate 
trade liberalisation measures 
or EU aid to Mercosur. Still, 
it marks the first such econo- 
mic and political cooperation 
agreement between two re- 
gional customs unions. 

The accord was signed by 
foreign ministers of Merco- 
sur, formally called the 
Southern Cone Common 
Market, and EU leaders 

“Starting today, our trans- 
atlantic links will have a firm 
component directed towards 
the south of the American 
con:;--;-**.*’ Spanish Prime 
jfeJipe Gonzalez 

Although the accord con- 
tains no firm measures to 
c. barriers, analysts 
i: ..igiials the European* 
Union's intention not to lose 


out to -the United States in 
the burgeoning* Latin Amer- 
ican market. 

The two sides agreed.to try 
to reach a free trade accord in 
two stages ending in 2005. An 
earlier EU plan to negotiate 
such a deal with the farm-rich 
Mercosur countries fell apart 
because of jitters in £U 
Mediterranean countries de- 
pendent on EU farm sub- 
sidies. 

The EU says the agree- 
ment seeks to promote closer 
relations between the two re- 
gional integration processes 
in the political, economic, 
commercial, technological, 
and other fields. 

Created in 1991 and with a 
combined population of 195 
million people, the Mercosur 
group is a sprawling econo- 
mic powerhouse that hopes 
to grow stronger by taking in 
more members. In 1992 it 
was the world’s fourth largest 
economic power in terms of 
gross domestic product, and 
in 1994 had a combined GDP 
of S715 billion. 

The European Union is 
Mercosur’s main trade part- 
ner, buying up 27 per cent of 
South Cone exports in 1994, 


according to the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund. 

Mercosur also receives 70 
per cent of all direct Euro- 
pean investment in Latin 
America. 


The cooperation accord 
signed Friday was originally 
to have been a full-blown free 
trade accord, but the plan 
was blocked by France, Spain 
and other EU countries that 
benefit heavily from EU agri- 
cultural subsidies. The Mer- 
cosur countries are major 
producers of wheat, meat and 
milk. 


Under lie foies of the new 
World Trade Organisation, 
the successor of GATT, a 
free-trade accord would 
mean the eventual elimina- 
tion of the EU subsidies, 
spelling doom for EU for- 
mers trying to compete with 
the South Americans. 


The EU statement said a 
future free-trade deal would 
be based on “gradual and 
reciprocal liberalisation of all 
trade, taking account of the 
sensitivity of certain products 
and World Trade Organisa- 
tions rules.” 


THE Daily Crossword by Fran Ragus 


ACROSS 
1 “Much — 

About ... B 
4 Nibble 

8 Area unit: abbr. 
12 Noted soccer 
player 

14 Algerian seaport 

15 Award-winning 
play by Peter 
Shaffer 

16 Candid 

17 Go ashore 

18 Resembling 

19 Things to mind 

21 Riding whips 

22 Bamako’s land 

23 Dionne children, 
bnefly 

24 Merrymaking 

27 Fencing positron 

28 — Park 
(Edison's home) 

29 Cite 

30 Aries 

33 Long periods 

34 Wharves: Fr. 

35 Stack 

36 Agree, in a way 

37 Search 

'38 Eyre and Fonda 
39 Peers 

41 Cleanses 

42 Violent 
windstorm 

43 Bombeck 

44 Wriggle 

45 John. M.D." 

48 Charlatan 

49 Blessing 

50 Make revisions 

52 Marine 
measures: abbr. 

53 Chance 

54 Record 

55 Shrill note 

56 Quaffs 

57 Crew members 
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aii rights reserved Yesterday’s puzzle solved: 


DOWN 

1 Gl address 

2 Ador Johnny 

3 Corrida shouts 

4 Without fear 

5 Inhabitant of 
Baghdad 

6 Basks 


7 Football position 

8 Narrowed look 

9 Dividing in a 
way 

10 Requirements 

11 Egyptian 
goddess 

13 Paints 
15 Horse 

20 Treaty org. 

21 Gives up 

23 Ring used in a 
game 

24 Fed. agts. 

25 Flying prefix 
26' Not enough 
27 Russian beer 
29 Subdue 

31 To shelter 

32 Disorder 

34 Semple 

35 Rampart part 

37 Subatomic 
particles 

38 Leap 
40 Egg dish 
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41 Capers 

42 Indian woman 

43 Irregulariy 
notched 

44 Carpenter's 
meas. 


45 Work 

46 Dutch cheese 

47 Ready for 
picking 

49 Part of bikini 
51 Knockout count 
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EU faces long haul to single currency launch 


MADRID (R) — The Euro- 
pean Union (EU) summit 
Saturday ratified the bluep- 
rint for launching the euro as 
a single currency in 1999 but 
the EU must still confront big 
questions before then. 


qualify first for economic and 
monetary union (EMU), 
named the new currency the 
euro and pledged to issue 
new national debt in euros 
from 1999. 


There is no accord on how 
to involve countries initially 
let out of monetary union to 
ensure they are not tempted 
by currency devaluations 
which would threaten stabil- 
ity and create trade tension 
within the European single 
market. 


But they left their finance 
ministers to hammer out bow 
to handle relations between 
members and non-members 
of EMU, the ‘ins and the 
outs,” with Italy and Britain, 
Europe’s two biggest econo- 
mies after France and Ger- 
many, likely to be among the 
outs. 


There is also no agreement 
on how to impose fiscal disci- 
pline on those which do join 
monetary union — an idea 
pushed heavily by Germany. 

At the Madrid summit, EU 
leaders agreed to decide in 
early 1998 which countries 


“We do not want to cut 
Europe in two when we set 
up monetary union,” Euro- 
pean Commissioner Yves- 
Thibault de Silguy said. 

France and others want an 
organised exchange rate sys- 
tem similar to the existing 


European exchange rate 
mechanism (ERM), but have 
yet to flesh out details of how 
this would work. 

In theory. EMU members 
could help those which 
showed good faith in trying to 
curb deficits by standing 
ready to bail out their curren- 
cies if these came under spe- 
culative attack. 

But it is not dear whether 
the European central bank 
would be any more willing 
than the German Bundes- 
bank to rush to the rescue of 
a currency outside the “euro 
zone,” nor indeed whether 
EMU members would agree 
on such a plan. 

Britain, which left the 
ERM in 1992 after the pound 
came under heavy fire in 
foreign exchange markets. 


Opposes setting up any new 
exchange rate system. 

EU finance ministers also 
face tough talks on a German 
proposal for a “stability pact” 
to h'mit public defidts after 
the euro is launched. The 
idea is crudal to Germany if 
it is to convince its people the 
new euro, will be as stable as 
the mark. 

Senior national officials say 
there is broad agreement on 
the idea of a stability pact, 
discussed informally by fi- 
nance ministers at the sum- 
mit, but none on bow this 
should work. 

Many countries believe 
Germany’s proposal — which 
would require those whose 
defidts go above three per 
cent of gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) to pay a fine of 
0.25 per- cent of GDP for 


Bosnia post-war 
rebuilders face 
uncountable toll 


SARAJEVO (R) — Ambi- 
tious plans to rebuild post- 
war Bosnia after the Paris 
peace deal signing may only 
smooth over irreparable 
damage, experts say. 

The real toll in life and 
property from Europe's 
bloodiest conflict since World 
War II, may never be known. 

A 43-montb war between 
separatist Serbs and the 
Muslim-led Sarajevo govern- 
ment ripped Bosnia apart and 
reduced a once relatively- 
prosperous country to n ear- 
subsistence levels. 


Just to survey damage to 
housing, institutions and in- 
frastructure across areas con- 
trolled by the Bosnian gov- 
ernment alone would take a 
year’s hard work. And there 
is no money for that, govern- 
ment officials have said. 

Add to that the human cost 
of lost lives and missed 
opportunities as well as 
psychological damage and you 
have a picture of utter de- 
vastation. 

Two-thirds of the pre-war 
population is classified by 
U.N. agencies as war- 
affected. Some 1.3 million 
are displaced inside Bosnia 


and more than a million are 
refugees in other countries. 
U.N. food aid beneficiaries in 
Bosnia total 2.7 million peo- 
ple. 

Most of the industry in the 
country has been destroyed 
or converted to supporting 
the war effort. Before the 
war Bosnia had a medium- 
strength economy based on 
mining, forestry, metal indus- 
tries and agriculture. Little is 
left intact. 

The World Bank estimates 
Bosnia will need nearly $5 
billion in aid over the next 
three years, kicks tart ed by an 
immediate emergency grant 
of $600 million, to get its 
economy going. 

Thai wUl pay to restore 
food production, rebuild 
roads, schools and hospitals, 
restart power stations and 
help teachers and medical 
staff to return to work in 
Bosnia. 

But Western governments 
are hoping much of the repair 
work will be the result of 
local initiatives paid for by 
inward investment, dashing 
the hopes of over-optimistic 
Bosnians who hoped for 
abundant international 
generosity. 


THE BETTER HALF, 

©iasbers&sT? — 


By Glasbergen 



“I used to think cigarettes were good 
for you, but my doctor told me tobacco 
doesn’t count as a leafy vegetable ” 


Germany plans campaign 
to sell euro to wary public 


BONN (R) — The German 
government and commercial 
banks plan a sweeping 
marketing campaign to sell a 
wary public on the idea of 
giving up the Deustchemark 
for a common currency called 
the “euro.” officials said 
Saturday. 


“The facts speak in favour 
of monetary union. That’s _ 
what we want to get across.”' 
.said Karl-Heinz Wessel. pres- 
ident of the Federation of 
German Banks. “This is the 
only way to ease the concerns 
and reservations of citizens." 

Banks would now step up 
their efforts to pave the way 
for a smooth transition from 
savings and investments 
based on marks to a common 
European currency. 

European Union (EU) 
leaders Friday set the timet- 
able for introducing the new 
single currency and agreed to 
call it the euro. They also 
agreed to launch their inter- 


governmental treaty review 
in Turin. Italy, in March next 
year. 

Germans have harboured 
deep reservations about giv- 
ing up their strong currency 
for common European ten- 
der. fearing a return of the 
hyper-inflation of the early 
1930s that brought down the 
Weimar republic and helped 
fuel the rise of Nazism. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
government hopes to con- 
vince Germans of the be- 
nefits of a common currency 
with a marketing campaign to 
be spread out over several 
years, a government spokes- 
man said. 

Eberhard Hofmann, head 
of European affairs in the 
government press office, said 
the campaign would begin in 
February and that he had a 
budget of around 10 million, 
marks ($7 million). 

The government would 
take out advertising in news- 
papers and magazines and set 


up town meetings to discuss 
the euro currency with die 
public. 

Around two-thirds of Ger- 
mans held reservations about 
a common European curren- 
cy. he said, adding that these 
doubts were based on fear. 

“The atmosphere must be 
changed so people anticipate 
this new currency with great 
interest.” Mr. Hofmann told 
German Radio. 

But he appeared dis- 
appointed over the limited 
budget for the campaign, 
saying he had only a handful 
of people to work on it and 
“about as much money as a 
private company would 
spend to put a new brand of 
yoghurt on the market.” 

Otmar Issina, member of 
the Bundesbank's central 
bank council, said in an inter- 
view on German television, 
that the move to a new cur- 
rency in Europe could pro- 
ceed smoothly. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
$ by H«nri Arnold and Mke Arglrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ontnary words. 


HINSY 



ill 



W 30 S TtturaiMa 
Mncmmumd. 


KYACT 


— ^ Y" 'T s 

□ 

□ 


GEJLUG 

TTTT 



WHAT THE VOCTOK 
CON^IPEREP 
AN ONSTAGE 
EMERGENCY 


DANLUC 


r 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer: A nTTT TTl rTTTl 

(Answers tomorrow) 


Jumbles: GUISE MOURN DIVERT INNATE 
Answer Why he purchased the hotel — 

FOR AN ‘INN'-VESTMENT 



HERE THEY COME! PlVlNB 0I/T0F THE SUN l! 
BULLETS WHINING ALL AROUNP'J ENEMY , 
PLANES ABOVE, BELOW, ANP ON ALL SIPES III 
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HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, 
’ DECEMBER 17, 1995 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) If you have any legal 
troubles, be sure to handle 
them, wisely today or you 
.could lose a great deal. Avoid 
criticism by a fellow associ- 
ate. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Tread easily with a part- 
ner and be sure not to lose 
your temper today, or there 
can be serious trouble. Re- 
tain the status quo. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Try not to disagree with 
fellow associates and this be- 
comes a good day. Make sure 
to take care of your health 
and do not overdo your tasks. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Although you 
want to have a fine time, you 
may find it difficult to find 
right companions to gp with 
you or it will be too costly. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Some error you may make in 
the outside could prove cost- 
ly, so be on your guard. 
Don’t ask favours of a big- 
wig. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) This is a good 
day to prepare for the new 
conditions you want to come 
to fruition in the near future. 
A stranger may make a temp- 
ting offer. 

UBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) This is ,a good 
day to study and being more 
economical and avoiding 
snap judgement and quick 
investment. Be cautious. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) If you think 
you can have everything your 
way today, you are sadly 
mistaken and will lose out by 
being stubborn. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Keep 
your equilibrium if obstacles 
in the path of your plans 
today, as they are apt to in 
the progress of your duties. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) A bosom bud- 
dy may be too busy to go out 
with you to usual fun places 
or be of assistance to you 
with a project today. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Use much care 
in handling civic or public 
duties today or await a better 
day for such. Obey rules and 
regulations. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You have many 
fine ideas today but you 
should follow those which are 
a challenge to your fine men- 
tality. Snow that you have 
wisdom. 



every one per cent of GDP 
they exceed the limit — is too 
tough. 

They also dislike the sqg. 
gestion that only countries q 
the monetary union would 
have a voice in such deci- 
sions. 

And there is no accord on 
when sanctions would kick in 
— whether countries would 
get a year’s grace, or be 
exempted because of special 
circumstances like natural 
disasters. 

Even in deciding which 
countries qualify for EMU, 
members nave to agree on 
how to interpret Maastricht 
treaty criteria. 

That could be decisive for 
France, which may not get its 
public deficits below three 
per cent of GDP by 1997 as 
required. 
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Consumer protection society to press for lower coffee prices 


By Francesca Ciriati 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The National 
Society for Consumer Protec- 
tion (NSCP) is going to call a 
press conference on Wednes- 
day to urge Jordanians to 
renounce drinking coffee for 
one week, according to 
Mohammad Obeidat, presi- 
dent of the NSCP, because 
event though coffee prices 
decreased on the internation- 
al market, coffee prices in the 
Kingdom remained un- 
changed. 

"According to the informa- 
tion we accurately collected. 


for the last eight months cof- 
fee merchants have made be- 
tween 60 and 70 per cent 
profit, at the expense of 
Jordanian consumers,” Dr. 
Obeidat said. 

■ We asked the importers 
many times (to lower their 
prices) and they wouldn't lis- 
ten. Now it is time for Jorda- 
nian consumers to stand up 
and fight for their rights. 

According to media re- 
ports. although the coffee 
business has been profitable 
over the last months, there 
have not been new importers 
entering the market and 
there are only four coffee 


merchants in the Kingdom. 

According to a study con- 
ducted by the NSCP on a 
sample of 3.000 housewives 
all over the Kingdom, 85.6 
per cent of them agreed on 
^ie boycott for one week. 

"Political parties, unions 
and associations contacted us 
and asked for coordinating 
our efforts to exert pressure 
on the government and the 
coffee merchants," Mr. 
Obeidat said. 

I 

According to officials at 
the Ministry of Supply, the 
ministry and the coffee mer- 
chants will be holding a meet- 


ing on Monday to adjust cof- 
fee prices. 

“We heard that coffee 
prices will go down half a 
dinar. If that will be the result 
of Monday's meeting, we will 
not be satisfied at all.” Dr.. 
Obeidat said, adding that, 
according to the result of 
studies conducted in the in- 
ternational market, the cof- 


fee prices should not exceed 
JD 3 for the best brand, 
JD 2.75 for the medium and 
JD 2.50 for the lowest quali- 
ty. Current coffee prices in 
the Kingdom range from 
JD 4.5 to JD 6 per kilogram- 
me. 

Mr. Obeidat told the Jor- 
dan Times he was pessimistic 
about the influence of the 


Ministry of Supply on the 
coffee merchants. "For many 
products there is no full com- 
petition. Before fixing price 
ceilings the government 
should introduce a few to 
prevent monopoly," Dr. 
Obeidat said. "One cannot 
talk about free economy 
without having an anti-trust 
law.” 


Saudi prince acquires 
50% of Four Seasons Hotel 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi bil- 
lionaire Prince A1 Waleed 
Bin Tala! has acquired 50 per 
cent equity in the property 
that houses the Four Seasons 
Hotel “Inn On The Park” in 
London for $50 million, his 
office said Saturday. 

The 38-year-old prince, a 
nephew of King Fahd, 
already has substantial in- 
vestment holdings in the 
hotel industry — be owns 25 
per cent of Four Seasons- 
Regent Group, the office 
added in a statement from 
die Saudi capital Riyadh. 

Four Seasons said Friday 
its 50 per cent interest in the 
Four Seasons Hotel London 
— for sale since the end of 
1993 — was sold to a com- 
pany controlled by the 
prince. 

The statement said the 
prince's interest in the hotel 
industry dated from July 1994 
when he acquired 50 per cent 
of Fairmont Hotels based in 
San Francisco, California, 
forming an equal partnership 
with Richard' Swig, owner 


and previous chairman. 

The prince currently chairs 
the board of directors of Fair- 
mont Management Co. with 
Mr. Swig as vice-chairman. 

In September 1994 Prince 
Waleed reached an agree- 
ment with the founder and 
controlling shareholder of 
Four Seasons-Regent Group 
to acquire a 25 percent stake 
for $120 million. 

In April, the prince and 
CDL International Group of 
Singapore acquired for >325 
million a majority stake of 80 
per cent in Plaza Operating 
Partnes Ltd which owned and 
operated the Plaza Hotel in 
New York. 

The Plaza is now managed 
by the Fairmont Hotel Man- 
agement Co., the statement 
said. 

Prince Waleed owns nearly 
25 per cent by the Euro Dis- 
ney and is U.S. bank Citi- 
corp’s largest single share- 
e holder. 

* He is credited with patting 
the once-troubled Euro Dis- 


ney Theme Park outside 
Paris back on its feet when he 
scooped up a 25 per cent 
stake when it was in the 
doldrums in June 1994. 

In July he bought a stake in 
Silvio Berlusconi's Italian 
media empire. 

In October, lending banks 
owning Canary Wharf agreed 
to sell the London reverside 
office complex to a consor- 
tium of North American and 
Middle Eastern investors in- 
cluding the prince. 

He once said his strategy 
was to invest "significant 
amounts of capital... with su- 
perior management teams 
around die world.” 

Among his other holdings 
are interests in U.S. retailer 
Sate Fifth Avenue, and in 
United Saudi Commercial 
Bank, of which be is chair- 
man. 

He has also orchestrated 
takeovers and mergers of 
often troubled industrial, su- 
permarket and livestock com- 
panies. 


UAE investors rush for 
new offset ship venture 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — In- 
vestors in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) are rushing 
to buy shares in a new ship- 
yard venture set up under 
pre-offset deal involving the 
U.S. Newport News ship- 
building company, dealers 
said Saturday. 

Share floatation by the 
Abu Dbabi Shipbuilding 
Company (A DSC) has been 
oversubscribed by more than 
three times although the 
deadline for the purchase ex- 
pires on Dec. 24, the dealers 
in the stock market said. 

"There is a very strong 
demand for the company's 
shares and the capital could 
be oversubscribed by more 
than five times by Dec. 24 as 
it has already exceeded three' 
fold,” stockbroker Zuhair 
Kaswani told AFP. 

"There are several reasons 
for such a rush. The market is 
thirsty for new share issues 
and it is awash with liquidity 
as many investors had been 
bracing for plans by the gov- 
ernment to privatise some 
institutions.” he said. 

ADSC is floating 72 mil- 
lion dirhams worth of shares 
to the public while the rest of 
the authorised capital of 175 
million dirhams ($47.6 mil- 
lion) was paid by the UAE 
government and Newport 
News. 

The U.S. firm, one of the 


biggest shipbuilding com- 
panies in the world, had 
offered the pre-offset ship- 
yard project in the hope it 
would be awarded a multi- 
billion-dollar contract to 
supply the UAE navy with 
frigates as part of the. Gulf 
country's plans to beef up its 
army. 

The UAE introduced 
’ offset programmes a few 
years ago in a bid to attract 
technology and diversify its 
oil-reliant economy. They 
stipulate that arms suppliers 
must reinvest in local projects 
that oould produce up to 60 
per cent of the weapons 
deal's value in a specific 
period of time. 

Newport News controls 40 
per cent qf ADSC. The gov- 
ernment owns 18.5 per cent 
while the rest is being sub- 
scribed by national institu- 
tions. and individual inves- 
■ tors. ■ 

The company, based in the 
port of Musaffah near Abu 
Dhabi, will start operations 
with the repair and building 
of small vessels in 1996 and 
will later be involved in ma- 
jor operations, such as build- 
ing medium-sized ships and 
oil rigs. 

“It will also support the 
military sector in the oountry. 
So it will play a key role in 
defence and security,” own- 
ers said last week. 


‘The strategic alliance with 
Newport News will enable 
ADSC to acquire technology 
in shipbuilding and repair,” 
they added in a statement. 

Experts said it would be 
the biggest shipbuilding ven- 
ture in the Gulf as the two 
other main drydocks in 
Bahrain and Dubai are in- 
volved only in repair and 
maintenance of oil tankers 
and other commercial ves- 
sels. 
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Hoteliers in Aqaba ‘lack 
cooperation , coordination’ 

Condonation of story published Saturday, Dec. 15, 
1995 

iriz YOUSEF TAFESH, owner of Petra International, 
said his hotel did not suffer any material damage from the 
earthquake but "we were affected by the rumours, the fear 
and die conflicting coverage by the media, in addition to 
the contradictory statements from officials.” This and the 
"government’s neglect” have all fed to residents and 
tourists fleeing the city, Mr. Tafesh added. He pointed out 
that the occupancy rate had plunged from nearly 70 per 
cent to not more than five per cent and, as such, he had to 
dismiss 14 workers and send others on leave. Mr. Tafesh 
assailed the statements that said there were no damages 
and that the situation was normal, with large numbers of 
tourists in the city. "There should be frankness and 
truthfulness to admit the reality and accept the issue as 
natural,” he stressed, noting that responsible officials had 
not come to meet with the tourism people and study their 
problems in an attempt to find a collective way out of the 
crisis. 

“Hotel sheets and official statistics cannot be overlooked 
and closed hotels mil not gain the tourist the trust,” Mr. 
Tafesh said, urging the concerned authorities to hasten and 
contain the problems arising after the earthquakes. Other- 
wise, he added, not a single fils will be invested by local or 
foreign investors in Aqaba in the future. “Foreign com- 
panies will not come to Aqaba for feck of trust in handling 
such disasters,” he added. Mr. Tafesh proposed launching 
a telethon campaign for all public and private sector 
institutions to save Aqaba. He also said: “We will donate 
our hotels for free to host people during feasts and the New 
Year.” 

WILLIAM SAWALHA, owner of A1 Cazar. said that 
after years of standstill due to the Gulf crisis, “we looked 
with great optimism to an ere of peace and made major 
refurbishings. maintenance and modernisation to the hotel 
at a cost of JD 150,000.” 

He said the occupancy rate at his hotel was 52 per cent 
before the earthquake but now it is around 10 per cent. 
Although the damages were big, Mr. Sawalha added, “we 
have decided not to dose the hotel.” Instead, he said, “we 
are thinking of dismissing a large number of employees and 
sending others on leave although such a measure has never 
been taken during Christmas and New Year celebrations.” 
He explained that the decision was imperative because 
there were no dients. 

“We are suffering from problems for past 15 years,” Mr. 
Sawalha said. “We get out of a problem only to enter a new 
one.” 

He said there had been no support and that problems 
had to be resolved individually causing tremendous harm to 
the hotel sector and the level of services. “There is no 
cooperation, no coordination and no ties between the 
owners of the hotels, and, before blaming others, they have 
to get together and organise 'themselves to shore up the 
level of marketing and tourism in Aqaba instead of 
resorting to individualism and pompous ness.” (A1 Dus- 
tour) 

U.S. companies want cooperation with 
Jordan through offices in Israel 

■frfr REPRESENTATIVES OF U.S. companies from 
Ohio, California. New Jersey, Massachussets and North 
Carolina have asked Jordanian businessmen to cooperate 
with their regional offices in Israel in order to look for 
future deals between -the U.S. and Jordan. This request, 
presented during a meeting at the Jordanian Business 
Association, surprised the Jordanian side, which stressed 
that these companies should have offices in Jordan as the 
Kingdom enjoys many advantages that enables it to take a 
leading role the Arab World and the Middle East (AI Ra’i). 
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UEFA chief says game is ‘in a mess 


BIRMINGHAM (R) — 
UEFA President Lennart 
Johansson said soccer was 
“left in a mess” by Friday’s 
court ruling that showed the 
red card to the sport’s system 
of transfers and limits on 
foreigners. 

A five-year legal fight by 
Belgian player Jean-Marc 
Bosnian led to the European 
Court. of Justice in Luxem- 
bourg ruling that current res- 
trictions broke European Un- 
ion (EU) laws and that soccer 
players were entitled to the 
same freedom of movement 
as other EU workers. 

It said the transfer system, 
under which clubs can charge 
money for their players .even 
at the end of their contracts, 
restricted this freedom. 

Johansson, the Swedish 
head of European soccer's 
ruling body, said at a news 
conference at the end of a 
UEFA executive committee 
meeting here: “The whole 
thing will create a mess for 
football. 

“Our task is to represent 
not only the top countries, 
the top clubs and top players 
but football as a whole. 
There are a few winners but a 
helluva lot of losers with this 
verdict. 

“I am glad to see that most 
of you understand this is an 
attack on football and we 
have implications we cannot 
foisee. It can mean that we 
destroy the. transfer system 
we have had for 100 years. 

“Today the players are an 
asset on their clubs' balance 
sheets who have payed bil- 
lions for them. Tomorrow 
they will not be assets.” 

As well as defining that an 
out-of-contract player is free 
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Belgian soccer player Jean-Marc Bosnian 
(right), who claimed the transfer system 
and restrictions affecting players moving 
across Europe were illegal, and his lawyer 
Jean-Louis Dupont (left) smile after the 


European Court of Justice in Luxem- 
bourg ruled that soccer’s system of trans- 
fers and its limits on foreign players were 
against European Union Law (Reuters 
photo) 


to move from one EU state to 
another, the Luxembourg de- 
cision also means there are 
no longer restrictions on the 
number of foreign players a 
team can field in a domestic 
match. 

But such restrictions still 
apply to matches in the Euro- 
pean Cup Champions' 
league, the UEFA Cup and 
Cup Winners' Cup. 

Dutch Euro MP Jimmy 
Janssen Van Ray. who has 
been actively involved in the 
Bosnian case, commented: 
“I’m very happy that modern 


slavery has been abolished. I 
praise B osman for his cour- 
age in taking on the powerful 
federations. David has 
beaten Goliath." 

Reaction around the rest of 
Europe, not to mention in- 
side FIFA headquarters, was 
generally less enthusiastic. 

World soccer governing 
body FIFA expressed “dis- 
appointment” at the deci- 
sion. but stressed it affected 
just 18 of the 193 national 
associations under their worl- 
dwide control. 

Bosnian's case will now re- 


turn to a Belgian appeals 
court to assess the level of 
damages the palyer is seeking 
from UEFA, the Belgian soc- 
cer union and his former club 
FC Liege for allegedly black- 
listing him from soccer and 
prematurely ending his 
career. 

Most observers had be- 
lieved B osman would win his 
case, which started in 1990 
when Belgium's Liege block- 
ed a transfer to France’s 
Dunkirk. Liege later sus- 
pended Bosman, who then 
went to court. 



Steffi Graf 


Graf undergoes operation , 
out of Australian Open 


BONN (R) — World number one Steffi Graf will be unable 
to play in the Australian Open next month after under- 
going an operation for a chipped bone in her left foot on 
Friday, her surgeon said. 

“The patient wants to give herself enough time over the 
next few weeks to carry through the rehabilitation prog- 


ramme fully and without suffering further physical com- 
plaints," Hartmut Krahl of Essen's Alfred Krupp Hospital 
said in a statement. 

Graf, 26, who has won the Australian Open four times, 
had a similar operation on her right foot two years ago. 


UNDER THE PATRON AQE OJ 

HER MAJESTY QUEEN NOOR 

AL-HUSSEIN SOCIETY 
For The Physically Handicapped 
Invites you to its 

ANNUAL BAZAAR 


at the 

AMMAN MARRIOTT HOTEL 
Monday, the 18th of December, '95 
at 1030 am 
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Thailand’s golden harvest at SEA } iop 
Games ends Indonesian streak J" 


CHIANG MAI, Thailand 
(AP) — Maybe it’s the depth, 
maybe the home court advan- 
tage. But as the 10-nation 
Southeast Asia Games wind 
down to a close, one thing is 
certain — Thailand rules. 

At least for now. 

On the eighth day of the 
nine-day games, the hungry 
hosts have gobbled up die 
gold in everything from 
snooker to shooting — 133 in 
all — and demonstrated that 
they are once again the coun- 
try to beat in this part of the 
world. 

Thousands of fans poured 
into the 20,000-seat 700 year’ 
stadium, the centerpiece of 
the games here in the lush 
hills of northern Thailand, to 
watch what they hoped would 
be yet another triumph for 


Lendl made 

honorary 

member 

in All 

England 

Club 


WIMBLEDON (AP) — 
Ivan Lendl, who never won 
Wimbledon during his 18- 
year career, has still man- 
aged to become an honor- 
ary member of the All Eng- 
land Club. 

The Wimbledon commit- 
tee of management gave 
Lendl the distinction this 
week, a special honour for a 
player who never won the 
championship. 

Other non-champions 
who have received honor- 
ary membership include 
Lendl’s former coach, Tony 
Roche, in 1990, Fred Stolle 
in 1984 and Ken Rosewall 
in 1974. 

Lendl, now 35, reached 
the Wimbledon final twice, 
losing to Boris Becker in 
1986 and Pat Cash in 1987. 


Boca fans 
turn against 
Maradona 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — 
The fan club of temperamen- 
tal soccer superstar Diego 
Maradona is shrinking rapid- 
ly- 

A radio talk show poll gave 
him little support over his 
threat to quit Boca Juniors 
after the club decided to offer 
the coaching job to former 
Seville and Argentine nation- 
al coach Carlos Bilardo. 

The poll showed only 13 
per cent of Boca fans had a 
good image of Maradona, 
while 33 per cent had a 
mediocre image: 

And 42 per cent cannot 
stand him. 

Almost 52 per cent wanted 
Bilardo to be appointed 
coach, but only a third 
wanted Maradona to stay in 
the team. 

Maradona has given them 
ample reason for disappoint- 
ment. 

Coming back from a 15- 
month playing ban for failing 
•a 1994 World Cup dope test. 
Maradona at first breathed 
unity into a squabbling Boca 
team which rushed to a six- 
point lead at the top of the 
table with four league games 
to go. 



Gifts Corner introduces Poeme 

Lancome company and ifs representative in Jordan, 
Ibrahim & Khaled Abu Shakra Trading Company, hosted 
a reception at the Marriott Hotel in Amman to launch 
Lancome's new Po&me perfume in the Jordanian 
market. The reception was attended by several 
businessmen, journalists and those interested in the 
world of perfumes and fashions. Following the reception. 
Ibrahim & Khaled Abu Shakra Company started a 
training course at the hotel for the company's saies 
staff to familiarise them with the latest products by 
Lancome of France. On the sidelines of the course, a 
press conference was held by Lancome's Tanya 
Ya’coubi. Ms. Ya'coubi noted that while the company 
celebrates is $0th anniversary this year, it launches 
Poeme as its 30th perfume. Lancome presente Poeme, 
French for poem, to make this perfume as a spiritual 
means of communication as is poetry, and to make it as 
a means of expressing love. Lancome's other products 
include Magic Noir and Tresor, with the latter being 
offered by the Abu Shakra company 1991. 


their country — in soccer. 

Interest in the soccer com- 
petition has been so high that 
a mob of fans seeking seats 
for the sold-out final went on 
a rampage Friday, burning 
down two tents near the main 
stadium before giving up and 
going home. 

Thailand, the defending 
games' champion, played 
Vietnam. 

The Thai onslaught at 
these games has come as a 
shock to Indonesia, which 
joined the games in 1977 and 
has won seven of the eight 
games held since. It lost the 
other one the last time Thai- 
land hosted, in 1985. 

Though fielding such world 
class athletes as Olympic bad- 
minton champion Susi Susan- 
ti and women's tennis star 


Yayuk Basuki. ranked 24th 
in the world, the Indonesian 
are competing with a relative- 
ly inexperienced and unpre- 
pared team. 

“The Thais ' are stronger 
because they train harder.” 
said Indonesian shooting 
team manager Suprapto 
Harianto. “Indonesia only 
started training three months 
before. If we had trained 
longer, we would have won.” 

The Indonesians have also 
had trouble matching the 
Thai team's depth. The hosts 
have entered 640 athletes 
here, nearly 120 more than 
Indonesia's contingent. 

After adding on rhree in 
rowing and the mixed dou- 
bles tennis crown Saturday, 
the Indonesian team had 71 
golds, compared with the 88 


they won in the 1993 SEa 
G ames, which Singapore 
hosted. 

Thailand, meanwhile, won 
men’s and women’s 
ley ball, field hockey, rugby, 
two shooting and three tennis 
titles to bring their tally by 
evening to 133. 

The two countries shared 
the most golds in silat 
olahrage, a regional martial 
art similar to karate or kung- 
fu. which accounted for 15 of 
the day's medal events. 


The Philippines, which is in 
third place in the gold race 
with 31. took the men's bas- 
ketball gold. 

Other' gold-laden sports 
Saturday were gymnastics, 
yachting and badminton, the 
Indonesian stronghold. 



ST. ANTON (AFP) — 
Michaela Dorfmeister, Alex- 
andra Meissnitzer and Re- 
nate Goetschl gave Austria's 
women skiers their first one- 
two-three finish for 11 years 
here Saturday in the World 
Cup downhill. 

Dorfmeister, 22, scored 
her first World Cup triumph, 
crossing the line in lmin 
36.34sec, 0.13sec ahead of 
Meissnitzer and Q.1S ahead of 
Goetschl, who tied for third 
with Pica bo Street of the 
United States. 

The last Austrian triple 
came at Santa Caterina in 
1984 courtesy of Elisabeth 
Kirchler, Veronika Vitzthum 
and Katrin Gutensohn in 
1984. 

Dorfmeister said after- 


wards conditions had been 
ideal for her run. 

“Yesterday we analysed 
the (Friday) run. I found I 
had suffered lapses of con- 
centration. Today I concen- 
trated well on the course," 
she said. 

Meissnitzer. 23, meanwhile 
confirmed her status as the 
rising star of the Austrian 
squad having come third in 
Friday’s first run. 

First in the Super-G and 
second in the giant slalom at 
Val d’Isere, confirmed her 
position as a serious challen- 
ger to Germany's Katja 
Seizinger, who currently tops 
the World Cup standings just 
ahead of her. 

Goetschl, 20, is also in with 


a shout following Saturday’s 
performance. She has three 
career victories to date — 
one each in the giant slalom, 
the slalom and the combined. 

Meissnitzer said she was 
surprised to have come in 
second, saying: “I made 
some mistakes.” 

She added that the Au- 
strian team’s performance 
“confirms the good team we 
have developed. We have 
worked well and hard, above 
all concentrating on techni- 
que." 


U.S. star Pica bo Street, 
who Friday came in a dis- 
appointing 13th, returned to 
something more like her 
usual form Saturday in tying 
for third with Goetschl. 


Ayoubi's Steel Furniture Factory 

Office Furniture - Safes - Storage Systems 



UEFA 


unhappy 

with 

Havelange 

suggestion 


BIRMINGHAM (AFP) - 
The president of the Euro- 
pean football authority 
UEFA, Lennart Johansson, 
said Friday he regretted a 
recent suggestion by FIFA 
head Joao Havelange that 
Africa could host the 2006 
World Cup. 

Speaking in Birmingham, 
where the European Cham- 
pionship draw is to be made -- 
at the weekend, Johannsson 
said talk of who would host 
that tournament was com- 
pletely premature. 

He noted that football con- 
federatipn presidents were 
agreed there should be a rota 
system by continent but had 
agreed to put off for now 
which continent would start 
that arrangement rolling. 
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Ramtha tighten grip 
atop Premier League 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — At the end of the 13th week of the Kingdom's 
Premier League soccer competition Ai Ramtha took a 
further lead atop the standings with 30 points after their 
cniciai 1-0 win over rivals Al Hussein. 

The top four standings changed considerably this week as 
Al Hussein dropped from second to fourth while AI Faisali 
moved one place to second after their 3-0 win over Sahab. 
Al Qadissieh also moved up one place to third after their 
1-0 victory over Al.Ahli. 

Al Wihdat remained fifth after their 2-1 win over Al 
Jazireh — an important win for the titleholders especially 
after their 2-2 draw with 11th place A! Jalil last week. 

Kufrsoum's standing also remained unchanged but they 
tied Al Wihdat and Al Hussein with 23 points in the overall 
standings after their convincing 4-1 win over bottom-of-the- 
table Russeifa. The defeat was Al Russeifa’s 13th and they 
still have no points in the overall standings. 

Meanwhile, Ai Baqaa scored an important 1-0 win over 
Ai Jalil and moved to 9th place tying Al Ahli with 15 
points. 

Schedule of 14th week 

Russeifa-Hussem Wed. 20/11 

Jazireh- Jalil Thnrs. 21/12 

Qadbsieh-Faisali Thors. 21/12 

Sahab-Baqast Fri. 22/12 

Wihdat-Raiiitlia 1 Fri. 22/12 

Knfrsomn-Ahli Fri. 22/12 


STANDING AFTER 13TH WEEK 



Car For Sale 

Chevrolet L.T.Z. with full options 
full automatic , model 1990, duty 
Unpaid Tel : 712306 
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The bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NbRTH EAST 

I* Pass 2* Pass 

3 NT Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Quevn of O 

“Ladies and Gentlemen of (he 
Jury: 

’My client. Mr. South, stands 
before you accused of a heinous 
offense; cheating by looking at the 
opponents' cards. Of course, he is 
loially innocent uf this charge 

“South reached three no trump 
after opening the bidding one club 
and being raised to two clubs by his 
partner. No one can say anything 
about my client's jump to three no 
trump. 


"West led the queen of dijmunils 
and, since declarer did not want a 
spade shift, dummy's king was 
played. Next came the jack oT clubs. 

covered by the queen and taken 
with the king. Declarer returned to 
the board with the ace of hearts and 
led another dub, finessing the nine 
when East produced the five. 
Declarer was thus able to score all 
five dub tricks and came home with 
an overtrick. 

“it is the prosecution's contention 
that South could not play the hand 
that way unless he 'knew' the He of 
the club suit, and that could be inly 
by peeking. Hogwosh! CuUth was 
merely taking an avoidance play, a 
relatively elementary technique. 

‘South needed only four club 
tricks to fulfill the contract. What 
South could not nObrd was to have 
East gain the lead to play a spade 
through the king The play in the 
club suit was designed to keep East 
oft lead — South was quite pre- 
pared to lose a club trick to West, if 
necessary .'Thank you for your 
patience." 

“Ladies and gentlemen of (he 
jury, have you reached your ver- 
dict?" 

“We have. Your Honor. SuuLh is 
guilty, but only of being a very good 
bridge player! " 
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De La Hoya 
retains 
WBO title 


NEW YORK (R) — Oscar 
‘golden boy’ De La Hoya 
shined the brightest in a glit- 
tering return of boxing to 
Madison square garden on 
Friday by stopping Jesse 
James Leija in the second 
round of a scheduled 12- 
round lightweight bout. 

A near capacity crowd of 
16.027 welcomed back the 
sweet science after a 33- 
month absence from the 
world famous arena which 
has played host to great 
champions from jack de- 
mpsey on to Muhammad AH. 

Fighting in the same brass 
ring that has been used for all 
garden fights for the last 70 
years and with celebrities 
crowded around ringside, De 
La Hoya bid farewell to the 
lightweight division with an 
overpowering display to re- 
tain his world Boxing Orga- 
nisation crown. 

“I am honoured to be part 
of that history.” 

The only U.S. boxer to win 
a gold medal in the 1992 
Olympics, the Californian 
champion floored fellow- 
American Leija Twice with 
his quick and powerful pun- 
ches. 

The first knockdown came 
with a perfectly timed left to 
the chin that dropped Leija 
with about 30 seconds re- 
maining in the round. 

Bleeding from above the 
left eye, a dazed Leija got up 
at the count of eight. De La 
Hoya quickly moved in to 
finish him off, putting Leija 
down after as flurry of blows 
with three seconds left. 

Leija, who could not be 
saved by the bell.i barely beat 
the count again but as he 
wobbled back to his corner 
refereee Ron Lipton ruled 
the fight over. 

“I think he had enough, his 
corner thought he had 
enough and the crowd here 
thought he had enough, De 
La Hoya said. 

In the featured fight on the 
undercard. Canadian challen- 
ger Arturo Gatti knocked 
down Tracy Harris Patterson 
in the second round, then 
survived a strong dosing rally 
to win a unanimous dedsion 
and claim the international 
boxing Federation junior 
lightweight crown. 

Gatti improved to 24-1, 
while Patterson fell to 54-4-1. 

Gatti floored patterson 
with a right uppercut midway 
in the second round. Patter- 
son, the adopted son of for- 
mer world heavweight cham- 
pion Floyd Patterson, wob- 
bled Gatti in the final rounds 
but had fallen too far behind 
in the scoring. 


Shaq is back to lead Magic over the Jazz 
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ORLANDO (R) — Shaquille 
O’Neal starred in his own 
wlecome back party on Fri- 
day by scoring 26 points and 
grabbed 11 rebounds in his 
first game of the season as the 
Orlando Magic silenced the 
Utah Jazz 111-99, 

O’Neal, who averaged a 
league-best 29.3 points per 
game and 11.4 rebounds per 
game last season, had been 
sidelined since the pre-season 
with torn ligaments in his 
right thumb. 

He made his season debut 
with a protective splint on his 
hand. In just 24 minutes of 
action coming off the bench, 
he hit 9-of-16 shots from the 
field and 8-of-16 free throws. 

“I’m not in 100 per cent 
shape, so I’m probably going 
to take my time," said 
O’Neal. “It doesn’t matter 
who starts the game. It mat- 
ters who finishes it." 

“Shaq just moved in and 
we kept on playing like we 
had been playing without 
him,” said head coach Bryan 
Hill, whose Magic improved 
to 18-5. “The nice thing was 
he got his points in the flow 
of the offence. It wasn't like 
all of a sudden we ran every- 
thing through him. 

“1 wanted to see how he 
could handle 24 minutes. He 
probably could have handled 
more.” 

O’Neal showed a surpri- 
singly soft touch when he 
wasn't making the backboard 
rattle with a thunderous 
dunk. 

“He didn't look too tenta- 
tive to me for a guy who's a 
power player anyway,” said 
Jazz coach Jerry Sloan. 
“They're so big and strong, 
obviously with O'Neal out 
there." 

O'Neal scored 16 of his 
points in the first half when 
Orlando built a 55-45 lead. 

Karl Malone led Utah with 
24 points and 21 rebounds. 

Tne Magic ran their un- 
beaten home record this sea- 
son to 12-0 and have won 19 
in a row at home dating back 
to March 14. 

In Vancouver, the Griz- 
zlies also had cause for 
celebration as they snapped 
their 19-game losing streak 
with a 104-100 overtime vic- 
tory over the Portland Trail 
Blazers. ” 

Ashraf Amaya hit three 
free throws in die final 2:07 
of overtime and Bryant 
Reeves added 25 points and a 
season-high 17 rebounds for 
Vancouver, who avoided the 
distinction of tying the NBA 
single-season record of 20 
straight losses. 

Rod Strickland had 29 
points and 13 assists for Port- 
land. 

In Houston, Mitch Rich- 
mond scored 256 of his 
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season-high 47 points in the 
fourth quarter as the Sac- 
ramento Kings erased a late 
12-point deficit and beat the 
Houston Rockets 114-110. 

Richmond hit 17-of-29 
shots from the field for the 
Pacific Division leading 
Kings, who shot 58 per cent 
and avenged a 40-point loss 
to the NBA champion Rock- 
ets (133-93) Tuesday. 

Hakeem Olajuwon scored 
a season-high 37 points for 
the Rockets, who blew an 
89-77 lead early m the fourth 
quarter. 

In Detroit, Grant Hill re- 
corded his second triple- 
double of the season and had 
a key basket in a 10-0 run 
bridging the third and fourth 
quarters as the Detroit Pis- 
tons defeated the New Jersey 
Nets 105-98. 

Hill had 19 points, a 
career-high 12 assists and 10 
rebounds as Detroit snapped 
a two-game losing streak and 
improved to 7-5 at borne. 
New Jersey fell to 2-10 on the 
road and lost for just the 
third time in eight games. 

Kevin Edwards had 26 
points for New Jersey. 

In Seattle, Gary Payton 
scored nine of bis 28 points in 
the fourth quarter and snap- 
ped a tie in the final minute 
as the Supersonics beat the 
Golden State Warriors 108- 
101 . 

Seattle, winners of six of 
their last seven games, im- 
proved to 9-1 at home this 
season, winning four straight. 
The slumping Warriors have 
lost four of five. 

Shawn Kemp had 32 
points, 16 rebounds and 
seven assists for the winners. 
Joe Smith had 18 points for 
Golden State. 

At Indiana, Rik Smits 
scored 12 first-quarter points 
as the Indiana Pacers raced 
out to a 20-point, first- 
quarter lead and easily beat 
the Milwaukee Bucks 112-95. 

The Pacers built an early 
16-2 and led 60-40 at half- 
time. 

Smits finished with 16 
points and six rebounds, 
playing sparingly in the 
second half after a slight ank- 
le sprain. 

Glenn Robinson led the 
Bucks in scoring with 22 
points.... . 







New York Knieks guard John Starks leaps in the first half of their NBA game at New York's 
front of Denver Nuggets centre Dflcembe Madison Square (Renters photo) 

Mutombo to score a behind-the-back layup in 
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Titan, one of the worlds largest integrated 
manufacturers of watches and jewellery, - 
is looking for a distributor in Jordan. 


Titan, one of the most successful 
watch brands in recent years, will 
shortly be introduced in Jordan. 
Titan, is part of the US $ 7 Billion 
Tata Group, a globally recognised 
and reputed conglomerate . 

The best from around the world, 
in design and technology, has 
come together to create the magnif- 
icent range of Titan watches. Already, 
there are over 15 million Titans 


ticking around the world. 
Currently, Titan is available in 
Europe, Asia and the Middle East. 

Titan is looking for a reputable 
organisation, with proven distribu- 
tion abilities, in Jordan. If you are 
interested in representing a 
dynamic success story, please write 
in strict confidence, with full, 
details of your business activities, 
to, Titan International Marketing 
Limited. 


TITAN 


THAN INTERNATIONAL MARKETING LIMITED 
AG 30 & 32. Office Bukfing Nofl. P.O.Box No: 61094,Jebel AS Free Zbne f DubaI l UAE,Teh81 7347,Ffflc8l 7346. 


Eg. 

CINEMA TEL- 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

CINEMA TEL 699238 

PLAZA 


Kevin Costner 
in 

WATERWORLD 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 0:30, 10:45 

Nadia Al Juridi, Farouq Fishawi 
and Mahmoud Hamldeh 
in 

A Woman Who shook 
the Throne of Egypt 

(Arabic) . 

■Shows: 12:30, 3:30, &&; 8:30, 10:30. 


CINEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD “1” 

Jacque Nicklson 
& Michel Feifer....in 

WOLF 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD "2” 

Sylvester Stallone.. in 

ASSASSINS 

IShows: 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:15 


AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL- 618274 - 618275 


MUSA HUAZ1N 
44 Sumaa" 
in 

Hi Citizen 

.dally at 8:30 p.m. 

1 Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawagfeb 



Shows begin on Dec. 19, 1995 and 
continue on Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays (three days a week) 
oidy. The programme continues 
until the start of the holy month of 
Ramadan, The Show is entitled; 

“Ahlan Tatbie” 

Welcome Normalisation 

For reservation call 625155 
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EU leaders conclude 
‘most sucessful’ talks 

Madrid summit slowly opens door for ex-East 


bloc countries t 

MAD1RD (Agencies) — 
European Union (EU) lead- 
ers set a target for negotia- 
tions with would-be member 
countries on Saturday and 
ended a two-day summit con- 
fident of having regained the 
initiative on plans for a single 
currency. 

They listed milestones for 
the 15-nation bloc in the five 
years until the next century 
and decided to begin a review 
of their Maastrich Treaty on- 
March 29 in Turin, Italy. 

The summit capped Spain’s 
six-month tum in the bloc's 
rotating presidency, which 
passes to Italy on Jan. 1, with 
what Foreign Minister Javier 
Sol ana proudly described as a 
splendid success — a view 
shared even by outsiders. 

“It must have been one of 
their most successful summits 
in the last couple of years,” 
said a non-EU diplomat. 

One of the meeting's main 
achievements was to tackle 
the perception by financial 
markets that EU leaders may 
be wavering in their resolve 
to forge an Economic and 
Monetary Union (EMU) in 
the face of practical problems 
ignored at the drafting stage. 

Bolstered by interest-rate 
cuts by central banks around 
Europe and signs that anti- 
austerity protests in France 
were ebbing, they baptised 
the planned single currency 
■‘euro'' and refined technical 
soIl^-.is needed for its birth 
in 1999. 

Leaders of the 11 countries 
from Eastern Europe and the 


3 negotiate their 

Mediterranean who hope to 
join the bloc joined the EU 
leaders at the end of their 
summit, to be briefed on 
their plans. 

The summit conclusions set 
out what the leaders called a 
political agenda to prepare 
for the new century, ■ includ- 
ing enlargement, creating the 
single currency by Jan. 1. 
1999 and reviewing EU 
treaties to make it all work. 

“Success in all these tasks 
will mean that a large com- 
munity enjoying the benefits 
of freedom, prosperity and 
stability can be set up 
.Europe- wide,” they said. 

“Enlargement is both a 
political necessity and a his- 
toric opportunity for 
Europe,” the conclusions 
state. 

The EU leaders said they 
aspired to negotiations with 
some of the eastern states 
beginning in parallel with 
those with Cyprus and Malta, 
diplomats reported before 
the conclusions were official- 
ly released. 

The two island states have 
been promised negotiations 
within six months of the con- 
clusion of the EU conference 
to review the Maastrich Trea- 
ty- 

The EU leaders met over 
lunch with counterparts from 
nine of the 10 former Soviet- 
bloc countries seeking entry, 
but setting a firm timetable 
for talks was ruled out be- 
forehand. 

They did. however, ask the 
European Commission, the 


entry to EU 

EU’s executive arm, to have 
reports on the 10 would-be 
members ready by the end of 
next year's conference, which 
is supposed to reshape the 
EU’s policies and institutions 
to cope with expansion. 

A spokesman for the Euro- 
pean Commission. Klaus van 
der Paes, denied earlier 
Saturday that the failure to 
set a date for enlargement 
talks sent a negative signal to 
former Soviet-bloc countries 
on the door of the elite Euro- 
pean club. 

“It was never envisioned 
that a firm date would be 
given here. It is far too ear- 
ly,” he said. 

The countries that have 
already filled formal applica- 
tions to join the EU are 
Hungary, Poland, Romania, 
Slovakia, Lithuania, Lativa 
and Estonia. 

These countries have also 
signed so-called association 
agreements entitling them to 
aid to get ready for eventual 
membership. Such accords 
have also been signed or in- 
itialled by the Czech Repub- 
lic, Bulgaria and Slovenia. 

The Central and Eastern 
European counties had been 
hoping for the same treat- 
ment as Malta and Cyprus, 
who were also represented at 
the luncheon. 

The Czech Republic, Hun- 
gary and Poland are the 
favourites for early entry into 
the EU. German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl has promised 
Poland membership by 2000. 
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U.N. General Assembly calls for Israeli pullout 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — The U.N. General Assem- 
bly voted overwhelmingly Friday to call for self- 
determination for the Palestinian people and the pullout of 
Israel from the territories it has occupied since 1967. The 
resolution was approved by 143 countries, and was opposed 
by Only three — the United States, Israel and Micronesia. 
Russia, Costa Rica and the Marshall Islands abstained from 
voting. One of 20 resolutions adopted on the Palestinian 
and Middle East question by the United Nations each year, 
the text called for “the timely and scrupulous implementa- 
tion" of the accords reached between Israel and Palestine 
Liberation Orgnaisation since 1993. It also called for the 
withdrawal of Israel from Palestinian territories occupied 
since 1967 and reaffirmed the “necessity of achieving a 
peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine, the core of 
the Arab- Israeli conflict.” 

75% of Egypt’s buildings prone to collapse 

CAIRO (AFP) — Three-quarters of buildings in Egypt are 
threatened with collapse within the next 25 years because 
of faulty construction or lack of maintenance. Housing 
Minister Salah Hassabuliah warned on Saturday. “There 
are nine million apartments which will reach their max- 
imum age in 20 to 25 years and they risk disappearing 
completely or collapsing,” Mr. Hassabuliah' told the 
government weekly October. There are around 12 million 
housing units in Egypt, according to the housing ministry, 
around 60 per cent of them in cities. The oldest buildings 
date back 50 years. Egypt, with its population of 60 million, 
has faced a grave housing crisis since the early 1970s despite 
■the three million housing units that have been built since. 
Mr. Hassabuliah said the problem could be solved by a new 
housing law to raise by 500 to 1,000 per cent low rents 
charged in buildings erected bertween 1940 and 1975, 
which can be as low as six dollars a month. The current law 
bans property owners from raising rents, so often they 
neglect the maintenance of their building. 

Qadhafi meets Nation of Islam delegation 

CAIRO (AP) — Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi has met 
with a delegation from the American- based Nation of Islam 
to discuss Libyan support for the group. Libyan Television 
reported the meeting on Friday, but did not identify the 
. American participants. In October, Colonel Qadhafi tele- 
phoned Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakban to con- 
gratulate him on the “million man march” on Washington 
and to pledge his backing for uniting the Muslim World. 
Libyan Television said Mr. Farrakhan’s delegation was in 
Libya “to coordinate the action programme which was 
launched by the march of two million blacks, which shook 
the American capital last October.” The goal, it said, was 
to carry out Col. Qadhafi's advice to the Muslims in 
America “to obtain their rights, and their right to 
independence and freedom, on American soil.” 

Relief flights resumed to southern Sudan 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — U.N. aid flights to southern 
Sudan have resumed after being suspended by the govern- 
ment here three weeks ago amid a rebel offensive, the 
official Al Ingaz Al Watani daily reported Saturday. The 
■paper quoted Social Planning Minister Mohammad Osman 
Al Khalifa saying Operation Lifeline Sudan (OLS) had 
. been allowed to resume. He said the suspension was 
ordered after the appearance of unidentified planes over 
southern Sudan and because of the need to protect U.N. 
aircraft- 
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REGRETS RECEIVING HIS PATIENTS, 
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16/12/1995 AND WILL BE BACK 
MORNING 13/1/1996 
WISHING ALL HIS FRIENDS 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 


Bahrain 
pardons 
detainees 
and exiles 

MANAMA (Agencies) — 
The emir of Bahrain on 
Saturday ordered the release 
of a batch of protesters who 
had been detained for sus- 
pected involvement in the un- 
rest that erupted a year ago in 
the country. 

Sheikh Isa Ben Salman A1 
Khalifa also pardoned a num- 
ber of Bahraini activists living 
in self-imposed exile and 
ordered the release of in- 
mates who had served a 
“suitable” part of their sent- 
ences. 

In another development, 
the emir said in a national 
day address he wanted to 
make a consultative council 
he set up in 1992 “more 
representative and more ex- 
pressive of the aspirations of 
the developing Bahraini soci- 
ety.” 

Sheikh Isa, who appoints 
the council's 30 members, 
gave no details. 

Members of the consulta- 
tive council make ? recom- 
mendations on new laws and 
policies but have no legisla- 
tive powers. 

The official Gulf News 
Agency (GNA) said the 
emir’s orders to release de- 
tainees. prisoners and allow 
exiles to return home were in 
a decree issued to coincide 
with the national day celebra- 
tions. 

The decree, however, did 
not say how many people 
would "be released or how 
many exiles were expected to 
return home. 

The Bahraini capita] Man- 
ama had a festive appearance 
for the national day celebra- 
tions. Office towers, hotels 
and government buildings 
were festooned with huge 
white-and-red Bahraini flags 
and thousands of portraits of 
the emir, some larger than 
life, decorated the streets. 

Authorities in Bahrain 
have already freed close to 
1.000 of the 1.400 people 
detained since protests 
erupted last December. The 
protesters demanded better 
job opportunities and also 
called for the restoration of a 
parliament that was dissolved 
in 1975 when it began to 
criticise the government. 

The unrest continued inter- 
mittently for several months. 

Saturday's decree said the 
protesters to be released and 
the exiles to return home 
have pledged not to break the 
law. 

Sheikh Isa. whose country 
often accuses Shiite Iran of 
being behind the unrest, 
vowed to deal firmly with any 
fresh disturbances. 



King, honouring Aqaba officials for role in quake 
relief, says media should have been more accurate 



His Majesty King Hussein on Saturday presents medals to Aqaba officials for their 
role in dealing with the impact of the recent earthquake and aftershocks that hit the 
port city (photo by Yousef Allan) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Saturday praised efforts ex- 
erted by the concerned de- 
partments in Aqaba Gov* 
e morale and their active role 
in dealing with the aftermath 
of the tremor which hit 
Aqaba along with other re- 
gions of the Middle East last 
month. 

In an address before hon- 
ouring a number of Aqaba 
officials in recognition of 
their role and efforts exerted 
to help the local population 
after the earthquake and 
aftershocks that hit the 
Aqaba region. King Hussein 
urged the mass media to 
verify information and avoid 
exaggeration in reporting 
such events and to be a model 
to be followed by other Arab 
countries. 

The King said the media 
“should reflect the true im- 
age of the country and should 
work to preserve Jordan's 
gains and achievements in an 
atmosphere of democracy, 
political pluralism and human 
rights." 

“This might be a good 
opportunity for me to thank 
my brother the governor, the 
commander of the southern 
region, and other brothers 
whom we have the chance to 
honour today for their field 


work in Aqaba during this 
critical period through which 
this dear city passed... and to 
thank all institutions which 
carried out their duties to- 
wards Jordanian citizens in 
the best manner.” he said. 

King Hussein conferred on 


Aqaba Mayor Riad Al Helu 
the Jordanian Independence 
Medal of the First Order. 
Director of Aqaba Public 
Works Department AH 
Noureddin Kurdi Al Kawkab 
Medal of the Third Order 
and head of the Civil Defence 


Department in Aqaba Gov- 
emorate Omar Tarawneh Al 
Kawkab Medal of the Third 
Order. 

Present at the presentation 


(Continued on page 7) 


Government promises intensified 
battle against official corruption 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Implicit ly ack- 
nowledging the existence of 
corruption in Jordan, the 
government on Saturday 
promised all efforts to secure 
transparency and integrity in 
the executive authority. 

Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, in a speech deli- 
vered by Minister of Admi- 
nistrative Development 
Muhideen Touq, said the 
government was serious in 
fighting corruption and main- 
tain integrity, especially that 
“no party can bear the cost of 
corruption and its effects 
locally or internationally.” 

The seminar, which" was 
organised by the Ministry of 
Administrative Development 
in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Justice, aims to 
draw up a practical strategy 
and an implementation 


mechanism to fight corrup- 
tion through benefitting from 
the successful experiences of 
countries such as Hong 
Kong, the United Kingdom, 
the U.S., Bolivia and Ugan- 
da. 

Participants will exchange 
their experience with Jorda- 
nian officials, decision- 
makers, members of the Par- 
liament journalists and the 
private sector. Several of 
them said that fighting cor- 
ruption should be backed by 
a political will and an initia- 
tive taken by those responsi- 
ble for decision-making in the 
country. 

Antonio de Lozada. a 
member of the Bolivian Sen- 
ate, warned that unless the 
“ruling class" assumed re- 
sponsibility in the building of 
a new society, "they would 
be the first to be wiped out 
when the blood-bath starts." 


Participants stressed that 
political will was the only 
means through which corrup- 
tion could be eliminated. 
They warned that unless se- 
rious measures are taken, 
destructive outcomes could 
be seen in the near future. 

“Corruption in Jordan has 
spread everywhere and will 
affect the stability and the 
existence of the state and the 
regime,” Sa’eed Tal, a for- 
mer deputy prime minister, 
told the Jordan Times. 

Mr. Tal added that the 
only authority which could 
take decisive action against 
corruption was His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

Jordanian participants saw 
that certain institutions such 
as a centre for freedom 
democracy and human rights 
should be developed and a 
law be adopted compelling 
new members in the execu- 
tive authority to declare their 


wealth. These suggestions, 
they added, could help 
tremendously in the fight 
against corruption. 

“The proposed centre 
could help people to voice 
their grievance.” Ibrahim 
Izzeddin, a former minister 
of prime ministry affairs, told 
the Jordan Times. 

He added that a law con- 
cerning the creation of the 
centre was still under consid- 
eration by the Cabinet. 

Laila Sharaf, a member of 
the Senate, welcomed the 
suggestion that new ministers 
make a declaration of wealth. 
She described the suggestion 
as useful and important and 
said it could be a “decisive 
deterrent." But Mrs. Sharaf 
stressed that such declara- 
tions should be treated in 
strict confidentiality as “peo- 
ple will not like personal dec- 
larations to be public.” 


GIA reportedly kills Saudi, Yemeni ministers 
two Islamic leaders tr y to resolve border row 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Two Islamic fundamentalist 
leaders were executed by the 
Armed Islamic Group (GIA) 
after a clash erupted between 
Algeria's rival extremist 
groups, a police informer told 
Algerian television Saturday. 

The informer, whose name 
had not been revealed, said 
Mohammad Said and 
Abdeul Razak Redjam had 
been executed four months 
ago in Medea in the south of 
the country. 

They were shot on the 
orders of a local fun- 
damentalist leader who sus- 
pected them of being favour- 
able to the AIS; the military 
wing of the more moderate 
Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), he added. 

The informer said the two 
men had gone to Medea to 
mediate in the conflict be- 
tween the GIA and AIS, 
after an armed clash between 
the two groups left 27 dead. 
20 of them from the AIS. 

He said that Said did not 
hold any position within the 


GIA leadership and that he 
was against the hardline 
group's summary execution 
of civilians. A number of 
extremists had been killed by 
the group because they were 
thought too “sentimental.” 
he added. 

He said the GIA lead- 
ership was composed of ab- 
out 60 members of the Hidjra 
wa Takfir (exile and Rede- 
mption) group, formed by 
veterans of the Afghan war 
and who followed the reli- 
gious decrees of Farid Achi. 

Achi had decreed that the 
group could target families of 
security force members and 
use car bombs on the general 
population in a bid to get the 
fundamentalist message 
across as part of their war 
with the secular regime. 

Algerian television reg- 
ularly shows interviews with 
former members of extremist 
groups who have taken up 
the government's recent 
offers of amnesty for infor- 
mers. 

(Continued on page 7) 


RIYADH (Agencies) — 
Ministers from Saudi Arabia 
and Yemen met here Satur- 
day in a fresh bid to resolve a 
long-running border dispute 
between the two countries,* 
Saudi officials said. 

The Saudi defence, interior 
and foreign ministers. Prince 
Sultan Ben Abdul Aziz, 
Prince Nayef Ben Abdul Aziz 
and Prince Saud Al Faisal, 
took part in the meeting with 
Yemeni Interior Minister 
Hussein Arab and Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim Al 
Iryani. 

They were supposed to be- 
gin work on demarcating the 
border almost a month ago 
but were delayed by persis- 
tent differences of opinion, 
according to Yemeni sources. 

The two neighbours signed 
a declaration of principles on 
Feburary 26 to settle the dis- 
pute. whereby Yemen gave 
up its claim to the border 
provinces of Najran, Assir 
and Jizan, ceded to Saudi 
Arabia in 1934. 

The move helped to ease 
tension between Riyadh and 


Sanaa, stemming from Saudi 
accusations that Yemen sup- 
ported Iraq during the 1990- 
1991 Gulf crisis. Yemen in 
tum charged that Saudi Ara- 
bia supported a breakaway 
bid by southern Yemeni lead- 
ers during the May-July 1994 
civil war. 

The Yemeni team to the 
Riyadh talks was led by Par- 
liament Speaker Abdullah 
Ben Hussein Al Ahmar. 

Prince Sultan led his coun- 
try in the talks. 

Arab diplomatic sources in 
the Yemeni capital Sanaa, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said the two sides 
had differences over the pro- 
visions of a proposed security 
protocol. 

The proposed pact covers 
such issues as joint efforts to 
combat cross-border smug- 
gling of drugs and the ex- 
tradition of wanted criminals, 
the diplomatic sources said. 

The dispute about the 
2.000-kilometre border has 
consistently been a source of 
tension between Saudi Ara- 
bia and Yemen. 


Mubarak wants ‘national front’ against extremists 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak railed against “foreign 
plots” against Egypt on 
Saturday, calling on his peo- 
ple to form a national front 
against armed Muslim fun- 
damentalists. 

"I call on all Egyptians to 
be vigilant and to unite to 
form a national front against 
these organisations to pre- 
vent them from repeating 
their attacks,” Mr. Mubarak 
said in his first address to the 
new parliament elected this 
month. 

In a veiled reference to the 
Muslim Brotherhood and 
their political allies. Mr. 
Mubarak said it was “incon- 
ceivable that certain parties 
have transformed their news- 
papers into podiums calling 
for violence and terrorism.” 

"I'm speaking of an irres- 
ponsible minority which does 
not recognise the very fragile 
line between democracy and 


chaos," Mr. Mubarak said. 

He called the groups' 
“mouthpieces for foreign 
powers that have screamed 
out their hatred of Egypt and 
transformed their nations 
into homes for violent groups 
and terrorism." 

Mr. Mubarak’s ruling party 
all but wiped out the Brother- 
hood and other fundamental- 
ist groups in parliamentary 
elections held Nov. 27 and 
Dec. 6. using widespread 
vote fraud against its oppo- 
nents, rights groups said. 

He accused militant groups 
of being "mercenaries” hired 
by "foreign interests" aiming 
to “create an almosphere of 
conspiracy to spread their fat- 
al poisons.” 

“The role of these foreign 
conspiracies has become bla- 
tant both in the formation 
and financing of terrorist 
organisations." 

Mr. Mubarak's govern- 
ment. which has been fight- 


ing a bloody three-year cam- 
paign against extremists, has 
accused Sudan of backing 
"terrorists” and Britain and 
other European nations of 
harbouring their fugitive 
leaders. 

He praised the Organisa- 
tion of African Unity 
(OAU). whose conflict re- 
solution mechanism “will 
soon judge" a complaint by 
Ethiopia against Sudan, ac- 
cused of sheltering militants 
who attempted to kill him in 
Addis Ababa. 

“This is a matter we con- 
sider very important because 
it is linked to Sudan's in- 
volvement in a policy of pro- 
tecting terrorism and export- 
ing it to neighbouring na- 
tions.” he said. 

Mr. Mubarak accused 
Khartoum of working "with 
foreign powers in extremely 
dangerous plots” which 
"have transformed Sudan 
into an element of danger." 


Sudan has become “a pit of 
death, bloodbaths and horror 
for innocents,” he said. 

“This is a situation which 
the Sudanese people cannot 
accept. We stand beside our 
twin brothers in refusing 
these conspiracies.” 

Mr. Mubarak was addres- 
sing a special opening of par- 
liament. which groups both 
the 454-member People's 
Assembly and the 258- 
member consultative council, 
m a speech carried live on 
state television. 

Mr. Mubarak also prom- 
ised “ a big leap” in his 
economic reform program- 
me. which has been criticised 
as too slow moving to turn 
around the country's serious 
financial problems. 

Mr. Mubarak defended the 
election for the new parlia- 
ment, which was marked bv 
violence and complaints. ’ 



Man who received 
baboon marrow 
cells is doing welt 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
3S-year-o!d AIDS patient 
who received the firsi 
baboon-to-human trans- 
plant of bone marrow cells 
was doing well Friday, 
doctors said. “Jeff Getty is 
in aood condition. He’s 
doing great. He slept very ■ 
well and was very comfort- 
able. He's now awake and 
enjoying a cup of French 
roast coffee.” San 
Francisco General Hospital 
said in a statement. The 
transplant was done in 
hopes that the baboon’s 
natural resistance to the 
AIDS virus would save his 
life. It i.s not known why 
baboons seem immune to 
the virus. The operation, 
which was similar to a 
blood transfusion, lasted 
about 30 minutes and took 
place Thursday. Although 
Mr. Getty was feeling fine, 
it was too early ro tell if the 
transfusion would do any 
good. It also reignited con- 
troversy over using animal 
tissue in humans and 
angered animal-rights 
activists. Getty is an AIDS 
activist who has been fight- 
ing for the introduction of 
potential AIDS treatments 
and cures. 


Doctors operate to 
give 7-year-old girl 
a smile 

LOS ANGELES (R) — A 
seven-year-old California 
girl received an early 
Christmas present Friday 
u hen she underwent 
surgery' aimed at giving her 
a smile. Chelsea Thomas, 
like about 1.000 other 
Americans, was bom with- 
out the nerves or muscles 
needed to smile. The first 
stage of surgery began in a 
Los Angeles hospital 
Friday morning, directed 
by Toronto microvascular 
surgeon Ronald Zuker. It 
was not known yet if the 
operation was successful. 
Doctors transplanted a 
thigh muscle, complete 
with artery vein and 
nerves, to Chelsea’s cheek 
and connected it from the 
cheek bone to the major 
muscle responsible for 
smiling. The newly- 
implanted muscle was also 
connected to a facial nerve 
normally used for chewing 
to help give it power. The 
operation to correct the 
problem cost 570.000. but 
Chelsea's parents pervad- 
ed their managed health 
care company. Kaiser 
Permanente. to pay. “This 
was not cosmetic surgery,’’ 
company spokeswoman 
Linda Kwon said. “This 
girl was born with a con- 
gential disorder and there 
are a lot of physical and 
psychological implications 
of not being able to smile.” 
After she heals, Chelsea 
will undergo the same pro- 
cedure on the other side of 
her face. Chelsea's mother, 
Lori Todd, said she was 
hopeful her daughter 
would be able to smile by 
her birthday in June. She 
said Chelsea, who lives in 
Palmdale outside Los 
Angeles, wants to be a doc- 
tor when she grows up. 

Sri Lankans use 
pesticides mostly 
for suicide 

COLOMBO (R> — Sri 
Lanka, which has one of 
the highest suicide rates in 
the world, may have agri- 
cultural pesticides to blame 
tor it. Health Ministry sta- 
tistics show that of the total 
14,979 people admitted to 
hospitals in 1994 for treat- 
ment of pesticide poison- 
ing. 1.421 died. “A vast 
majority of them swal- 
lowed pesticide intention- 
ally.’ said Professor 
Ravindra Fernando, head 
of the National Poisons 
Information Centre, 
“Pesticide poisoning is the 
third leading cause of death 
in this country. It certainly 
contributes to our high sui- 
cide rate.” Prof. Fernando 
told Reuters 
















